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Anweshaa Ghosh is a qualitative social science researcher. She has been working in the 

development sector for over 14 year and presently working as a Research Fellow at Institute 

of Social Studies Trust (ISST) and has been leading and been part of several research projects 

in South Asia around women’s informal labour, domestic work, unpaid care work, the gig 

economy, etc. She has also been at the forefront for developing and running an online course 

on gender transformative evaluations at ISST. 

 

Ashmeet Kaur Bilkhu is working with Institute of Social Studies Trust under the project- 

'Creating Momentum for Gender Transformative Programming and Advancing Gender.' Her 

work is focused on looking at livelihood challenges faced by women through research. She is 

interested in understanding and unpacking social and cultural peculiarities of violence against 

women.  

 

Balwant Singh Mehta is Fellow at Institute for Human Development (Delhi) with Ph.D. in 

Development Economics from Jamia Milia Islamia and Post Doctoral Fellow from ICSSR. 

He has worked extensively in the areas of Information and Communication technology for 

development, labour, employment and child well being. He has contributed several papers on 

these themes to various reputed National & International journals and books. His 

contributions to social research is acknowledged by several international organizations 

through fellowships and other awards such as the International Amy Mahan Fellowship in 

ICT4D (2010-11), by University of PompeuFabra, Barcelona; South Asian ICT4D Research 

Fellowship (2009-10) from Singapore Internet Research Centre, Nanyang Technological 

University, Singapore; and the International Development Research Centre India Social 

Science Young Research Award (IDRC-SSRA) in 2009. 

 

Deeksha Tayal, IHD has a Ph.D in Economics from IIT, Delhi. She has 8 years of research 

experience in gender issues focusing on labour force participation, discrimination and gender 

inequality, reproductive rights, violence and crime, urban infrastructure, etc. She has skills in 

handling large datasets and undertaking detailed empirical as well as qualitative analysis. 

 

Gurpreet Kaur is a researcher working at ISST in the areas of feminist research, gender and 

development, women's collectivization as well as questions of women's work and labor. She 

works closely with ethnographic and socially transformative methodologies to understand 

women's lives and communities as well as to critically think about questions of methodology 

and reflective processes of engagement in research. She is involved in the SuPWR research 

around women's movements in India to understand the shifting nature of feminist politics. 

Also involved in a 'Curriculum Building' project on Women and Work, that involves creating 

an online perspective building course on the discourse of women and work for development 

sector professionals in India. Further, also beginning a research study on 'Understanding 

Pastoral women and work' to open up questions of work in pastoral women's lives.  

 

 

Monika Banerjee has been working with the Institute of Social Studies Trust, New Delhi in 

the capacity of a Research Fellow since the year 2018. Since joining, her research work has 
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specifically focused on bringing the issue of women’s unpaid care work in the realm of 

policy discourses. She has also been leading and coordinating an extensive project on 

development of a comprehensive curriculum around ‘women and work’ which uses research 

evidence from the ground to understands the trajectory of women’s work in the larger 

discourse of economy. The first iteration of this curriculum is scheduled for September 2021.  

Prior to joining ISST, Monika worked in the development sector in India as well as in UK. 

She holds a PhD and a M.Phil degree in Sociology of Education from the Zakir Husain 

Centre for Educational Studies, JNU and a Masters’ in Social Work from TISS, Mumbai.  

Monika’s interest lies in issues of governance, understanding social policy processes in a 

comparative framework, visibility of deprived and marginalised groups in existing policies 

and viability of such policies in bringing change. 

 

Mubashira Zaidi is a Research Fellow at the Institute of Social Studies Trust (ISST). In her 

research capacity, Mubashira has contributed to research and analysis in the area of women’s 

economic empowerment, women’s work, and women’s struggles and claims making 

processes. She is also a doctoral student at the Humboldt University of Berlin, Germany, 

where she is exploring the existential meaning and value of work for women in the informal 

sector. Mubashira has a Master’s degree in Social Work from the Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences, Mumbai.  

 

Sneha Jha works as a project and research consultant at ISST from past two years. Her work 

primarily focuses on engagement with adolescent girls and boys on developing life skills to 

realise their aspirations through a gender transformative approach in slum settlements of East 

Delhi. In the past, her work involved research and community engagement on understanding 

the gaps in the implementation of laws and policies meant for children from a right-based 

approach.  

 

Sudeshna Sengupta is a Visiting Fellow of Institute for Human Development. She also 

works as an Independent Consultant and Researcher. She has spent close to two decades in 

policy advocacy and research on issues that include women and work, migration, childcare 

and care economy, maternity benefits and early childhood development.  Her current research 

focusses mainly on working conditions and social security of informal sector women 

workers. 

 

Swati Dutta is Fellow at Institute for Human Development (Delhi) with Ph.D. in Economics 

from Madras University through Institute for Financial Management and Research (IFMR), 

Chennai. She has more than 10 years of experience in handling large data sets. She is trained 

economist with the specialization in Econometrics and its application in various development 

issues. She is also the winner of the Prof MJ Manohar Rao Young Economist Award selected 

by The Indian Econometric Society for the year 2016. She has more than 7 years of research 

experience in the field of maternal and child heath, child deprivation, poverty, human 

development, women empowerment, women entrepreneurship and in conducting research in 

Bihar and Jharkhand. She has worked for various international agency like ILO, UNICEF, 

BMGF, GIZ, IGC among others in the issue of maternal and child nutrition, risk and 
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investment on child education, social protection schemes, women empowerment 

measurement issues, need for crèches, women’s unpaid work, and gender gap in child 

nutritional outcome.  She has published paper in reputed journals like Child Indicators 

Research, Social Indicators Research, World Economics, Poverty and Public Policy, 

Economic and Political Weekly, Asia Pacific Population Journal among others. 

 

Risha Ramachandran is working as a Research Consultant with Institute of Social Studies 

Trust, Delhi. Her work primarily focuses on women's work and community engagement from 

a gender and rights perspective. She has also engaged in projects related to mental health. 

 

Tanuka Endow is Professor at Institute for Human Development (Delhi) with Ph.D. 

(Economics) from University of Calcutta and M.A. (Economics) from Delhi School of 

Economics. She received national scholarship and UGC fellowship and is Co-author of 

background country-level study for India, which formed the basis for the South Asia 

Regional Study under the Global Initiative for Out of School Children, UNICEF. She has 

contributed to and was Associate Editor for the Delhi Human Development Report 2013, 

published by Delhi Government and IHD. She has also been co-author for working papers on 

education and skills as part of RECOUP (Research Consortium on Outcomes of Education 

and Poverty), a multi-country consortium funded by DFID. The work was undertaken in 

association with CORD. Currently, she is working on a project on urbanisation in Bihar; 

engaged in preparing the Conference Report for the MDG Symposium and an edited volume 

of the papers presented at the Symposium. 
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