
Human Development 
in the Global South

Emerging Perspectives in the Era of 
Post-Millennium Development Goals

editors
Tanuka Endow

Sumit Mazumdar
Mitu Sengupta



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Th is volume comprises a revised and updated version of the collection of thematic 
papers, country perspectives and commentaries from leading scholars from the 
Global South on key human development challenges from the perspective of the 
ongoing global consultative process on the post-Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) agenda. Th ese papers were presented and deliberated critically at the 
recent International Symposium on Human Development in the Global South, 
jointly organised by the Institute for Human Development (IHD), New Delhi in 
collaboration with the Wada Na Todo Abhiyan (WNTA) and the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacifi c (UNESCAP), South and 
West Asia offi  ce. IHD, a leading development research and policy think-tank and 
WNTA, a coalition of over 4,000 civil society organisations in India, had jointly 
initiated a dialogue on the post-MDG 2015 development perspective involving 
leading academic scholars and experts from the Global South on diff erent key 
facets of human development converging on the common themes associated with 
existing MDGs and possible development frameworks in the years that follow. 
Several knowledge products have emerged out of these consultative discourses, 
including a recently published collection of brief commentaries or Th ink Pieces. 
An earlier collection of these Th ink Pieces was disseminated along the sidelines of 
the Special Session of the 68th General Assembly of the United Nations, held at 
New York during September 2013. 

Th is volume is an outcome of the strong commitment and valuable support 
of several people and organisations. Professor Alakh N. Sharma, Director, IHD 
gave his intellectual leadership at every stage of the entire project. He was instru-
mental in organising the Symposium through his constant guidance and provid-
ing invaluable anchoring to the entire process by leading this unique initiative. 
Mr. Amitabh Behar, leading the WNTA coalition, from the very beginning guid-
ed this exercise through a generous mix of encouragement and insights. Both 
Professor Sharma and Mr. Behar deserve our immense gratitude. We are also in 
gratitude for the gracious support and facilitation extended by Dr. Nagesh Kumar, 
Director, UNESCAP to bring together scholars and experts from across the Global 
South and help to make us achieve our aim of having the entire process of 



x  Human Development in the Global South

 consultations and  contributions, inclusive of ideas to the widest ranging possible. 
Ms. Pooja Parvati, former Campaign Leader, Post-2015 Agenda, WNTA, coordi-
nated the entire process at Wada Na Todo Abhiyan and has been a constant source 
of support. 

We are indebted to the contributors to this volume, both for making it con-
venient to attend the Symposium and participate keenly in the deliberations, be-
sides presenting their respective papers and also for revising the papers based on 
reviews and editorial comments. We are also grateful for the strong, encouraging 
presence of more than 200 delegates who attended the Symposium and made 
valuable observations and comments that have enriched the papers. We are in 
apology for not being able to individually acknowledge them as such a list would 
indeed be very long. 

Immense thanks are due to the IHD Communication offi  cer Ms. Priyanka 
Tyagi for her untiring work and dynamism in coordinating the preparations, pro-
duction and publication of this volume. 

We would like to place on record the generous fi nancial support by UK 
Government’s Department for International Development (DFID) under the 
Knowledge Partnership Programme (KPP) at IPE Global which enabled us to bring 
out this publication. However, we would like to mention that the views expressed in 
the report are of the partner organisation — Institute for Human Development — 
and do not necessarily refl ect the UK Government’s offi  cial policies.

We are grateful to Mr. Dhruva Narayan of Daanish Books for providing his 
expertise in the publication of this volume and the excellent support in copy- 
editing by Ms. Davinder Kaur. 

Needless to say, any inadvertent errors are due to the editors alone. 

Tanuka Endow
Sumit Mazumdar

Mitu Sengupta




