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Chapter 1 

Introduction  

 
1.1 Gender and Poverty 

Attempts to understand poverty in its various dimensions and new paradigms of women 

in development and women and development of the second half of the 20th century 

evinced the inextricable relationship between gender and poverty. A major contribution 

of such studies that focussed on the gender dimensions of poverty is that they enriched 

the conceptual understanding of gender relations. Thus, the term gender relations refers 

to the relations of power between women and men which are revealed in a range of 

practices, ideas, and representations, including the division of labour, roles, and 

resources between women and men. It also ascribes different abilities, attitudes, desires, 

personality traits, and behavioural patterns, and so on to women, creating stereotypical 

images of men and women. Gender relations are both constituted by and help constitute 

these practices and ideologies in interaction with other structures of social hierarchy 

such as class, caste and race (Agarwal, 1994). Further, gender hierarchies also influence 

and structure relations between individuals of the same sex such as the relationship 

between two women of the same household, which is influenced by the gendered 

character of their relations with the household men.  

A focus on gender in poverty analysis means looking at both women and men, 

while recognising that it is women who suffer from gender inequality and 

discrimination. The intrinsic link that exists between gender and poverty is drawn from 

this inequality between the genders. Feminisation of poverty is hence conceived as a 

resultant phenomenon of women’s socially restricted access to and control over 

resources and income. Although this has informed policymaking in recent years, the 

nuanced nature of the nexus between gender and poverty in a rapidly changing society 

needs better understanding and operationalization.  The types and forms of gender 

inequality depend on the economic and social contexts of a particular society.  Thus an 

analysis and understanding at the micro level is important to inform policy makers on 

gender biased programmes and policies.  
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1.2 Women in Bihar: Rationale for the study 

Generally, in the realm of everyday life of Bihar, there is a commonly shared perception 

that women have experienced an improvement in their status.  This position is partially 

acceptable. Women in Bihar have made gains in some areas such as education and work 

participation rates over time. This may be perceived in a comparison of statistics of 

various age cohorts of women in Bihar - older generation of women vis-à-vis the 

younger generation.  Starting with a low base would, obviously make comparisons 

tenuous.  At the same time, data based on primary fieldwork provide more substantive 

qualitative evidences on the real gains in terms of empowerment and changes in material 

conditions.  Thus, apart from statistics, which would show a relative change, a study 

based on primary survey can bring out the absolute changes through a prism of 

qualitative and inter temporal data. An alternative to this would be to compare women’s 

position in matters related to various basic needs and livelihood.  These include 

education, health and other basic needs, as they would provide absolute measure of 

welfare, that any constitutionally elected government have to deliver to its citizenry.          

The present study is concerned largely with changes in the status of women after 

` Towards Equality ‘, a benchmark report which came out in 1974 highlighting the role 

of economic, social, cultural and political institutions in reinforcing women’s 

subordination.  Specifically, it deals with the differences in women’s access to, and 

control over resources and the implications of these variations on women within the 

family.  The purpose of the study is to bring out insights on gender and poverty so as to 

enhance our understanding of its dynamic relationship at the grassroots level.  It is hoped 

that the insights would provide necessary inputs to the policy makers to design and 

improve upon policies and programmes that can address the structural issues of 

discrimination and exclusion. 

 

1.3 Conceptual Framework  

This study aims to analyse variations and changes in women’s status and poverty by 

examining the differences in women’s access to and control over resources, and the 

impact this had on women’s bargaining power within the household.  In order to define 

the research questions further, the study draws strength from the available literature. 
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 These include general literature on demography and intra-household poverty as 

well as the various theoretical and empirical works on ‘gender and development’.   

One can gather different streams of analysis of gender and poverty in the 

development literature. Most of these analyses stem from a particular understanding of 

discrimination- its forms and causes. In the context of India, one of the dominant 

paradigms of such analyses has identified the major axis of gender discrimination arising 

from the so-called inside/outside dichotomy. (Bennett et al, 1991).   According to this: 

“the culture’s very definition of female is her association with the “inside” – the home.  

By Contrast, men belong to “outside” where livelihoods are earned and political and 

economic power is wielded (ibid., xv) 

But there are limitations to this approach as it appears to advocate provisioning 

of inputs to women or shifting the focus from men to women which would not suffice to 

address both strategic and practical needs of women. As a matter of fact on some 

occasions such provisioning may infact lead to worsening of the position of women.  

Evidences also point out to the fact that only a very small percentage of women are in 

fact exclusively associated with ‘inside’ and their numbers are decreasing, as one can see 

evidences of women’s participation in ‘outside’ sphere, from all economic strata.  A vast 

majority of poor women work in various economic activities, like agriculture, animal 

husbandry, forest based activities etc, which often gets un-recognised as they work in 

their own farms or for their household economy.  Such women face disproportionately 

higher level of discrimination in terms of wage, work place harassment, recognition and 

leisure as compared to women who engage in ‘inside’ activities.  Also women from the 

urban areas and those engaged in career employment though small in percentage suffer 

discrimination when they are engaged in ‘outside’ activities.  At the same time it is to be 

recognised that women who ‘work’ from home, enjoy relatively higher levels of 

flexibility and perhaps control over incomes as they are in a advantageous position to 

take care of both ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ engagements.  This approach appears to have 

caught the imagination of several scholars who have provided evidences on several 

aspects of ‘inside – outside’ dichotomy that women face and advocated for strategies 

that provide basic support for women in terms of education, health and other services. 
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Literature concerned with the role and position of women in poor households are 

based on studies or analyses of census or other survey data, and have been carried out 

from a development perspective (Kalpagam, 1986, Jeejeeboy, 1998).  In terms of their 

approach and description of women’s position, most of these studies have been 

exploratory.  However, over the decades, there has been a visible change in the focus of 

these studies.  In the period spanning the 1970s and early 80s, there was a greater 

emphasis on women’s work in rural development than on their status in the society 

(UNDP, 1980).  Although these studies contributed greatly to the knowledge about 

women’s labour, a number of problems remained especially in understanding the 

differential intra-household status of men and women.  Moreover, understanding 

women’s status from their work status suffered many methodological weaknesses.  

Firstly, though women’s labour is of great significance to women’s status, it accounts for 

only a smaller part of a whole spectrum of activities that determine their status.  

Secondly, most studies with this approach concentrated on specific sectors that are 

feminised for cultural or economic reasons. And finally, irrespective of the sector, 

women’s work is usually concentrated at the ‘low-end’ categories of work characterised 

by low wages and low status. 

The latter half of 1980s witnessed a paradigmatic shift in the perspective towards 

women’s status. Linkages were drawn between women’s roles within the household and 

their position in the broader socio-economic spheres.  Women’s role in environment and 

ecology have also become focus of studies, especially from gender and livelihoods 

perspective.  These led to a plethora of literature questioning the approach of the hitherto 

studies with economic development as the focus. Thus, studies on demography, 

environment and poverty began to focus on women’s decision-making capacities and its 

relationship to women’s relative status vis-à-vis men. It can be noted that the gender 

specificity of the effects of poverty stems from pre-existing gender inequalities in the 

division of labour; the intra-household distribution of subsistence resources; access to 

productive resources, other assets and income-earning opportunities; and participation in 

public decision-making fora (Agarwal, 1995).    Resource claim of women, their 

livelihoods and legitimization of their access to resources and pattern of usage have 

come into close scrutiny in understanding the change in social and gender relations. 
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Drawing from the above understanding, the present study attempts to add to this 

body of literature by investigating the nexus between poverty and gender in a rural 

populace, experiencing slow economic growth and development. The focus would be to 

bring out whether there are any differences in gender relationships and if any, what 

contributes to these differences.  In essence, this study attempts to present a more 

systematic consideration of women’s position within the household based on household 

level data in an inter-temporal perspective.   

It has been argued that certain factors affect women’s familial position, mostly 

through their impact on autonomy.  For instance, the impact of girl's schooling on 

autonomy, women's involvement in economically productive activities has been 

singularly researched and it has been argued that educated women and those with an 

independent source of income have greater autonomy.  In other words, the basic premise 

of this study is that women’s position within the household and within the society is 

closely inter-linked with their access to, and control over private and public resources. 

Thus, the study examines:  

 Whether there has been a re-distribution of resources in favour women,  

 Whether state policy has facilitated women’s autonomy, and 

 The extent to which transformation of unequal relations between women and men 

has occurred 

Redistribution of resources as an important variable of change leads to two other 

related questions: i)  how do women gain access to and control over various types of 

resources, ii) what are the mechanisms that contribute to a favourable redistribution of 

resources.   In the context of this study, access refers to the opportunity available to use 

material and human resources.  For instance, if girl children are able to go to school, or 

women are able to access a health centre, they can be said to have access to these 

resources.  Control is more complex that it refers to women’s ability to bargain so as to 

determine the use of the resource.  The point here is not only to identify control with a 

shift of decision-making power from men to women, but that both men and women 

engage in an active process of participation in decision –making.  
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Before considering the differences in women’s access to and control over private and 

public resources it is imperative to discuss the institutions that influence women’s 

differential access to resources. This discussion is also aimed to operationalise the key 

concepts used in the study. Institutional barriers often prevent certain sections of the 

poor, especially women, Dalits, tribal and other minority groups, from utilizing 

enhanced income to increase access to basic needs. Intra-household inequalities in 

distribution of food, community norms on seclusion and restricted interactions as well as 

gender bias of community service markets and government service delivery systems 

reduce poor women's ability to have access to basic needs, even with increase in their 

income.  

Therefore, in this study women’s access to, and control over resources have been 

operationalised as follows. Firstly, differences in the extent to which women as spouses 

participate in various types of household decision-making activities are considered.  The 

proposition is that older women have appropriate social authority to participate in 

decisions concerning the household as compared to women who are relatively younger 

and married for only few years.  Thus comparison of the relative status and position of 

women of different age-cohorts (or generations) provide useful insights into the way 

family dynamics operate in negotiating gender relations.  Another aspect is related to the 

level of education and the extent to which it determines women’s access to a range of 

public and private resources.  It is hypothesized that higher levels of education will give 

women a wider access to resources.   Further, married women and the number, age and 

sex of children are treated as proxy for household responsibility and the extent to which 

it determines women’s access to, and control over private and public resources. It is 

assumed that early years of motherhood or younger children reduce their access to public 

resources as well as lessens their control over private resources. And finally, the extent 

to which membership in particular community (caste or religion) influences women’s 

access to various types of resources.  The proposition is that the community related 

stratification impinges on women’s access to resources and gender relations vary 

significantly across communities. 
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Thus, the study adopts a framework to measure women’s relative position vis-a-vis 

men by relying on the components of status as tools of analysis.  The components1 or 

benchmarks are: 

       

 Access to, and control over private assets and resources 

 Access to public resources 

 Control over their labour and income 

 Control over their body – sexuality, reproduction and physical security 

 Control over physical mobility 

 Access to and control over political spaces 

 Access to and control over intangible resources – information about government 

programmes political influence etc.   

 

 1.4 Operationalisation of Concepts  

1.Women’s access to, and control over private resources 

Family has a major influence in the life choices women make in terms of education, 

work and type of partnership in marriage.  The family-based household is the first line 

amongst the numerous other determinants that determine women’s role in the family and 

society.  The proposition therefore, is that the personal and household characteristics of 

women structure their opportunities and degree of autonomy.   

Based on the assumption that the personal and household characteristics 

influence women’s access to private resources by impacting on their bargaining power 

within the household, several of its manifestations have been considered. These include 

socio-economic characteristics of the household such as caste, class, variations in 

household composition, ownership of assets such as land, house as well as personal 

characteristics of the women such as age/life cycle, education, access to natal kin during 

exigencies etc. 

 

 

                                                           
1 The framework is modified from the model developed first by Murthy, Ranjana K 1994 and later by 
Batliwala, et al 1998. 
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2.Women’s access to public resources 

This is concerned with the impact of different types of services provided by the state and 

how the changes in the access to these services change women’s position in the family 

and society.  Public resource has been defined in terms of the basic services provided by 

the state such as education, health as well as community resources such as water, fuel, 

sanitation and food. Women’s access to these resources is analysed from intra-household 

as well as from their societal position. Further, it focusses on the basic services such as 

education and health as this in turn pre-determine women’s autonomy within the family 

and thus access to public resources.  The latter (food, water, fuel etc.) have traditionally 

been women’s preserve, that is, women have been the primary providers of these 

‘survival needs’.  Women’s lack of access to the survival needs in turn directly affect 

their stake within the family and community.  The discussion on access to public 

resources would entail the following two aspects: 

• There exists a gender-gap in the access to these resources. In comparison to 

men, women have lower access to education and health care and when 

survival resources are scarce, this gender gap extends even to food.   

• Women’s access to public resources is pre-determined by their household 

characteristics, mainly by class and caste and to a lesser extent by personal 

features such as educational levels.      

 

3.Women’s control over their labour and income 

It has been well acknowledged that family is a significant factor in influencing women’s 

choices of work – both productive and domestic. So is the relationship between women’s 

labour and autonomy. The study therefore first attempts to capture the economic 

activities in which women participate and then explores the extent to which women’s 

access to material resources enable them to negotiate the existing degrees of social 

autonomy within the family.  However, the degree to which they can do so is related to 

the characteristics of the household and of the work they perform and more so to the 

cultural norms and values of the household (Baud, 1992). 
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4.Women’s control over their physical mobility 

The existing restrictions on women’s physical mobility connote many abominable facts 

about women’s status in the society.  It reflects the patriarchal notions about women’s 

bodies and sexuality. Women’s bodies with exclusive monopolistic rights, sanctioned to 

men according to various stages of life- father and husband- dominate such notions. 

According to this, women’s bodies are to be protected from infringements on exclusive 

rights. Implied in this is also the larger question of the construct of women’s bodies as a 

commodity that can be acquired by men under various conditions- conjugal rights with 

marriage to sheer physical coercion. It is also that these restrictions are convenient 

mechanisms by which men can control women’s sexuality. Mostly, these restrictions are 

in the form of various traditions and customs. And, women are conceived as the 

upholders of these customs. This conception ensures that these customs are given 

continuity across generations and forms a part of the socialisation process of girl 

children. 

While this perspective constitutes a masculine version with its exclusive and 

protective rights of women’s bodies, it is essential to understand the same from the 

perspective of women. Where bodies are commodified, and rights over bodies are non-

existent, prevention of physical onslaught can be controlled only with the help of 

protectors. Behind this obvious reason of security, what makes women comfortable with 

such restrictions is the gendered socialisation that they undergo. Women internalise 

patriarchal norms and restrictions as a result of this socialisation. Many of the customs 

that allow for the violation of their basic bodily rights assume immutability through the 

gendered socialization and this internalized patriarchy subverts voices of dissent and 

scope for emancipation.  

Younger women are allowed to come out of their households only in the 

company of their family men or with elderly women. Control over sexuality that is 

implied in the restrictions on physical mobility is evident from the fact that elderly 

women are granted freedom of mobility. Restrictions on physical mobility are only one 

part of the story. The lack of control over their bodies extends to their reproductive 

rights and sexual rights too. Decisions about number of children and adoption of family 
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planning methods, that are more to do with women’s lives and bodies are seldom in their 

hands is another unfortunate outcome of these restrictions.  

 

5.Women’s access to, and control over intangible resources  

Intangible resources include women’s collective bargaining power to address issues that 

concern their lives and representation and articulation of their interests as women. Many 

of the oppressions and violations that women undergo in their homes can be addressed 

through accessing these intangible resources. These resources constitute social capital 

and other informal voices of authorities. Formation of women’s groups and political 

participation of women reflect such processes. 
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1.5 Method 

This study is based on the re-survey of 12 villages which were surveyed during 1981-83 

by a group of researchers from the International Labour Organisation (ILO), Geneva and 

the A.N. Sinha Institute of Social Studies (ANSISS), Patna. This survey adopted a 

combination of random and purposive sampling techniques to choose a representative 

sample of villages, which would typify the characteristic features of north and central 

Bihar (the new state of Bihar after the bifurcation). Several stages of sampling were 

undertaken before the final choice of villages was made. For the purpose of 

comparability, and to see the changes over time, the present survey (1998/99) adopted 

the same 12 villages as in the earlier survey (See Appendix 1 for methodological 

framework and survey design). The six districts identified for the purpose of the study 

were Nalanda, Rohtas, Gaya, Gopalgunj, Madhubani and Purnea. Two villages were 

surveyed from each of these districts. Information was gathered from 820 households 

through interview schedules.  

 

Data Base 
 
In the 1980s, a census survey of 2,533 households in the 12 sample villages was 

undertaken during August-October 1981. Subsequently, a detailed survey of 569 

households from these twelve villages was conducted during 1981-83. In the current 

survey undertaken between 1998-1999, a census of 3903 households was conducted, of 

which a detailed sample survey of 820 households was carried out. The interview 

schedule was specifically designed to permit a class stratification of each village and 

subsequent sampling was undertaken within class strata. The class structure is similar to 

what had been undertaken in the earlier ANSISS-ILO survey of 1981, which includes 

nine principal groups. These groups are described below with their essential 

characteristics:  

 
• Agriculture labour,  not cultivating,  free labour - ALNF 
• Agriculture labour, not cultivating, attached labour - ALNA 
• Agriculture labour, cultivating, free labour - ALLF 
• Agriculture labour, cultivating, attached labour - ALLA 
• Cultivators neither hiring in nor hiring out labour - Poor middle peasant 
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• Cultivators hiring in labour and both male and female work - Middle peasant 
• Cultivators hiring in labour and only males work  - Big peasant 
• Hiring out land - Landlords 
• Involved in non-agricultural activities - Non agriculture  

 

The details of the total number of households and the number of sample 

households in all the 12 villages are presented in table 1.1. 
 
Table 1.1: Village-wise Total and Sample Number of Households 1998-99 
Sl. No District Village No. of 

Households 
No. of Sample 

Households 
1. Nalanda Chandkura 296 68 
2. Nalanda Mohiuddinpur 96 31 
3. Rohtas Samhutibuzurg 262 65 
4. Rohtas Amarhi 153 44 
5. Gaya Alalpur-Bishnupur 148 43 
6. Gaya Salempur-Rupaspur 331 59 
7. Gopalganj Paharpur Dayal 62 21 
8. Gopalganj Dewanparsa 192 55 
9. Madhubani Mahisan 714 131 
10. Madhubani Khangaon 470 96 
11. Purnea Belabadan 283 65 
12. Purnea Jitwarpur 896 142 
 Total  3903 820 

 
As has been pointed out earlier, this study is based on the re-survey of representative 

sample of 12 villages from six districts of Bihar, three each from North and Central 

Bihar respectively. As can be seen in Table 1.1, there is a substantial variation in the 

number of sample households selected across the villages. The proportion of selected 

households is greater in Purnea and Madhubani in North Bihar because the villages in 

these districts have a larger population.  However, recognising that an equal sampling 

would result in an over-representation of households in these districts, a greater 

representation was provided in the districts of Gaya, Gopalganj, Nalanda and Rohtas. 

While every sixth household was selected for survey in Purnea and Madhubani, every 

fourth household was selected in the other districts. Despite this, measure a majority of 

the surveyed households both in the earlier and in the current survey belong to the two 

highly populated districts. In the 1990s, the proportion of households surveyed from 

Madhubani and Purnea districts constitute 28 per cent and 25 per cent of the total 
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sample. As can be seen from Table 1.2, the proportion of households from these districts 

were high even in the earlier survey.   
 
Table 1.2: Distribution of Households across District 1981-83 and 1998-99 Survey 
 1998-99 1981-83 
District Number Percent Number Percent 
Gaya 102 12.44 76 13.36 
Gopalganj 76 9.27 58 10.19 
Madhubani 227 27.68 153 26.89 
Nalanda 99 12.07 87 15.29 
Purnea 207 25.24 120 21.09 
Rohtas 109 13.29 75 13.18 
Total 820 100.00 569 100.00 
 

Participatory Rural Appraisals (PRA) 

Several tools of Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) were also employed in the 1998-

1999 phase of the study. These were primarily used as a pre-survey tool to enable in the 

identification of issues to be focussed in the interview schedule.  However, this was not 

the sole objective in using and adapting the PRA techniques.  Recognising the innate 

problems and shortcomings of a survey, an attempt was made through the use of PRA to 

get qualitative insights into the livelihoods and coping mechanisms of poor women. 

Tools like, Transect walks, and Social Mapping, Wealth Ranking, Focus Group 

Discussions and Seasonal Food Calendar were used to gather the data (A brief 

description of the tools employed is provided in Appendix 1).  

 

1.6 Choices and Limitations of the Data Collection Methods 
 
As mentioned above, although the study largely rests on the survey method, certain tools 

belonging to the PRA were also used to augment the explanatory potential of the 

database.  The choice to use survey, a traditional research method was based on the 

advantages it has over case studies.  The advantage of using case studies lies in its 

superior depth and quality.  However, it is difficult to make generalisations based on 

case studies.  Further, empirical material from case studies can only indicate whether the 

hypotheses adopted for the study is plausible or not. But large-scale survey can measure 

the extent to which various indicators related to women’s position and autonomy have 

canged. The survey, however, lacks the depth and quality of analysis that the use of 
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qualitative method would generate. Recognising this, we augment the explanatory 

potential of its quantitative database by collecting information through the use of certain 

tools belonging to the Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) method.      

 

1.7 Chapter Scheme 

Followed the introductory chapter, a profile of the selected villages is provided in 

chapter 2. The emerging commonalities based on the characteristics of the villages along 

with the observed changes over the period from the 1980s to the 1990s are discussed 

keeping in view of the conceptual framework of this study. A description of the socio-

economic characteristics of the women respondents from the sampled households is 

presented in chapter three.  Chapters four and five deal with gender dimensions of work 

and poverty respectively. In chapter six, women’s access to public resources, survival 

needs, such as food, water and fuel are presented. Status and position of women of rural 

Bihar based on the analyses of the data on their access and control over decision-making 

are included in chapter seven. The last chapter summarises the study with relevant policy 

recommendations. 

 

 



Chapter 2 

The Selected Villages 

 
 
Caste constitutes a pervasive element in the social and economic context of rural Bihar. 

Women's access to public and private resources, their mobility, work and income 

statuses vary across community and caste lines 1 (Jeejeebhoy 1997, Batliwala et al 2000, 

Jeffery and Jeffery 1994). In rural Bihar, caste structures social, economic and political 

hierarchies and influences intra-household and intra-village relations. Recognising the 

significance of caste-class correlation, it is important to consider caste in addition to 

class factor for a greater understanding of gender and poverty dimensions.     

 
Table 2.1: Distribution of Households across Castes  

(Current and Old Survey) 
 1998-99 1981-83 
Caste No Percent No Percent 
Brahmin 157 19.15 77 13.53 
Bhumihar 87 10.61 61 10.72 
OBC I 140 17.07 102 17.93 
Yadav 28 3.41 32 5.62 
Koiri 51 6.22 29 5.10 
Kurmi 26 3.17 26 4.57 
OBC II 65 7.93 51 8.96 
SC 180 21.95 125 21.97 
Muslim 86 10.49 66 11.60 
Total 820 100.00 569 100.00 
 

The caste-wise distribution of the sample across districts does to an extent mirror 

the distribution of castes / religions in different districts (Table 2.1).  For instance, the 

selected sample in the Northern Bihar districts of Madhubani and Purnea has a higher 

proportion of Muslims among the respondent –15 per cent approximately.  A trend that 

is reflected in the Census 1991, wherein, these districts have a higher Muslim population 

in comparison to other districts.  

The selected sample has a larger proportion of forward caste groups (Brahmin, 

Kayastha, Bumihar and Rajput) and a smaller proportion of middle caste groups (OBCs) 

                                                 
1 The institutional role of caste as a factor in influencing and determining status has been well documented 

in the context of labour market functioning and societal struggles. For an in-depth understanding see 
Wilson 2000, Jha 2000, Rodgers, 2000.   
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than the distribution in the State and even compared to old survey.  This is because the 

sampling was done using certain class-based criteria (details of which have been given in 

Appendix 1). Reiterating, the villages as well as districts were selected through a 

stratified purposive three staged sampling procedure in 1981 and as the study is a re-

survey of the villages, the same caste distribution is seen in the 1998 survey too.  
 
Table 2.2: District-wise Household by Caste - 1981-83 and 1998-99      

(in percentages) 
 GAYA GOPALGANJ MADHUBANI NALANDA PURNIA ROHTAS TOTAL 
 1998-9 1981-3 1998-9 1981-3 1998-9 1981-3 1998-9 1981-3 1998-9 1981-3 1998-9 1981-3 1998-9 1981-3 

Brah+Kayas 2.94 0 23.68 13.79 18.06 13.07 5.05 4.6 32.37 26.67 21.1 17.33 19.15 13.53 
Bhum+Raj 31.37 30.26 11.84 12.07 17.18 18.95 2.02 0 0 0 4.59 2.67 10.61 10.72 
OBC I 17.65 13.16 1.32 10.34 18.5 17.65 18.18 27.59 26.57 21.67 5.5 12 17.07 17.93 
Kurmi 0 0 6.58 5.17 0 0 17.17 24.14 0.97 0.83 1.83 1.33 3.17 4.57 
Yadav 9.8 3.95 11.84 3.45 0 11.11 1.01 1.15 0 3.33 7.34 6.67 3.41 5.62 
Koeri 12.75 17.11 1.32 12.07 5.29 0.65 2.02 2.30 3.38 0 14.68 8.00 6.22 5.10 
OBC II 4.9 15.79 13.16 1.72 6.17 2.61 7.07 8.05 12.08 14.17 3.67 13.33 7.93 8.96 
SC 14.71 11.84 21.05 27.59 19.38 21.57 47.47 29.89 10.14 11.67 33.94 36 21.95 21.97 
Muslims 5.88 7.89 9.21 13.79 15.42 14.38 0 2.3 14.49 21.67 7.34 2.67 10.49 11.6 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

 

Caste-wise distribution across districts reveals that different communities seem to 

dominate in the selected villages. For instance, in Nalanda and Purnea districts a large 

concentration of OBC I households are found which includes castes like Kevat and 

Nuniya. Forward castes such as Brahmin, Bhumihar, Khayasth and Rajput seem to have 

a stronghold in most of the villages. However, there is a higher concentration in select 

villages of Gaya, Purnia and Gopalganj districts. In the villages that have a more 

diversified caste composition, this seems to be linked to the location specificity of the 

villages. For instance, Jitwarpur village of Purnea, Chandrakura village of Nalanda, 

Khangaun village of Madhubani are primarily large villages, close to block headquarters, 

with pucca roads enabling easy access to public amenities. While Scheduled Castes are 

concentrated in Nalanda and Rohtas, there have been variations over the period which 

seem to indicate some amount of ghettoisation.   

Village profiles drawn from PRA data reflect a more realistic and a more 

qualitatively richer picture of the villages.  This chapter presents a profile of all the 

twelve surveyed villages. Village profiles include location, geographical and 

infrastructural facilities, spatial distribution and habitation of households and their access 
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to public amenities. Broad issues emerging from these profiles have been identified to 

provide a better understanding of the gender dimensions of poverty. 

 

Belabadan village, Banmankhi block, Purnea district 

 

Belabadan is located at a distance of 14 km from Banmankhi, the block headquarters.  It 

is connected to the Purnia-Saharsa main road by a kutcha road.  The village comprising 

of 289 households is spread over 438 acres. The entire village is subdivided into 6 tolas 

along community lines. Belabadan is a multi-caste village consisting of sheikh, mallah, 

baniya, dushad, teli, neti, dhanuk, yadav, mushair, duniya, dobiya, chudihar and chamar.     

The social mapping of the village revealed that public utilities like hand pump, 

school, masjid, are located in the Sheikh dominated tolas and best quality lands are also 

available with these households.  Drinking water supply in the village is found to be 

adequate.  Through out the year the village is accessible by road communication.  The 

school in the village is found to be in a poor condition with very dilapidated building.  

There is no proper irrigation facility in the village and hence the agriculture output is 

quite low.  This is in spite of the fact that the lands in the village are quite fertile.  

Passage of the canal cutting through the village is the biggest problem, as it creates water 

logging in the village.   There is migration from this village to other parts of the state and 

to rest of the country.    

Wealth ranking exercise in the village revealed the poverty perception of the 

communities, who are considered as very poor.  In this village, sheikhs are the dominant 

community owning best lands of the village.  Apart from Sheikhs, few families from 

Baniya, tatma, Yadav, and Teli communities are having some land.  A sizable proportion 

of the households has between one to 1.5 acres of land, which would not be sufficient to 

feed a family through out the year. 
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Wealth ranking criteria followed in the village Belabadan 
Rich Landlord, good pucca house, pump set, thresher, borewell, tractor, employs 

servants and agriculture labour, lends money, has influence in the village, 
children study in good school, family members in good government job, inherited 
lands and etc 

Middle Has little land, semi pucca house, mostly kharpal house, some household 
luxuries, children go to school, permanent employment for some member of the 
family, active traders and etc 

Poor Have some land, leases in land in batai, children do not attend school, an equal 
number of mitti- kharpol houses 

Very poor Landless, agriculture labour, do not have sufficient to eat, children remain 
hungry, ragged clothes, children work in fields  

 
Most of the village depends on agriculture, either as cultivators or as labourers.  

There is quite an amount of migration to far off places like Bihar.  The largest proportion 

is from Dobiya and Bela Bishampur tolas.  Agriculture in the village is dependent of 

monsoon. The main crops are wheat, paddy, potato and onion.  The big landlords own 

tractors, threshers and pumpsets.  They also own large tracts of lands.  Large farmers use 

chemical pesticide and fertilisers.   One of the major problems in the village is lack of 

irrigation facility.  Flooding of low-lying fields during monsoon is a recurring problem 

in the village as the canal is in the upper regions.  The situation is worsening with 

passing of each monsoon. According to the villagers, about 30% of the land were 

submerged due to floods and the poor have to suffer the brunt of nature’s fury.  Low 

productivity and yields have resulted in families migrating to other places 

In terms of habitation, the inhabitants of Mushairi and Dobiya are the poorest lot, 

with high degree of impoverishment.  Most of the households belong to agriculture 

labour or non-agriculture labour work.  Their economic conditions have not seen any 

drastic change over the past ten-year period.  Marginal farmers own 1- 1.5 acres of land 

and migration is maximum in this category of poor.  Migration is seen in three distinct 

periods, where in labourers go to far off places like Punjab and Haryana.  High wage 

rates of the order Rs. 50-60 per day per person are the major attraction for migration.  

People from Muslim communities go to far off places like Delhi etc, as mechanics, 

labourers, electricians, factory helpers, garage helpers etc.  Most of the migrants are 

between the age group of 15-35 years.   

The system of attached labour is no more exist in the village.  But most of the 

caste based occupation groups get the annual payments from other castes and they do 

take wage in kind in terms of food grains.  For casual labour, wages are paid both in cash 
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and in kind.   Many children from poor households work as casual labour.  In the village 

only people belonging to Mushaiar, Kevat, chamar persons work in the delivery.  Most 

of the children from the lower caste households do not attend to schools.  

Settlement pattern of the village show that there is caste based grouping.  Sheikh 

muslims are the dominant community in caste hierarchy. SCs like chamars are at the 

bottom end of the caste hierarchy.  Inter-caste dining is completely absent.   

Discrimination can be seen in other aspects like taking water from the well.  There are 

21 government hand pumps and 94 private hand pumps in the village.  While most of the 

other caste households use all the water facilities, the Harijan families take water from a 

designated government hand pump located at Dobayi itola.    Open defecation is 

common and only few sheikh families have latrines in their houses.  The village has 

electricity connection laid out but it was never operationalised and hence none of the 

households are having any electricity facility. 

Though the villagers knew about government programmes like JRY and IAY, 

not much benefit has accrued to the village during the past five years.   Few programmes 

like old age pension etc are available for few individuals.   Most of the facilities are in 

the near by village and the people have to travel considerable distances for accessing 

PDS or any government office.   There is irregularity in the availability of food grains at 

the PDS shops.  There is no anganwadi in the village though there are sufficient numbers 

of eligible children.     

 

Alalpur village, Bishnupur Tikari Block, Gaya District 

The village is located at about 6 Km from the block headquarters Tikari.  It is situated 

one km away from main road connecting Tikari to Belagunj.  The Morhar river flows on 

the three sides of the village and separates the village into two parts viz., Alarpur and 

Bishnupur.  A narrow lane along the canal connects the two parts of the village Alalpur 

and Bishnupur. This approach road is tenuous and completely gets cut off during 

monsoon season. The village consists of 150 households spread into five tolas.  Alalpur 

has two tolas Paschimi and Poorvi.  Bishnupur has Mushair tola, Kumhar tola and 

Guljana tola.   There are several caste groups live in the village. The main caste groups 

are kumhars, Rajput, Yadav, Mushar, nai, Chamar, koiri and mallah.  There are several 
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private hand pumps and government hand pumps.  Most of the households of the village 

are kutcha houses with mud walls and straw roof.  Drinking water is inadequate in the 

village, especially during summers.  The village is also completely inaccessible to rest of 

the world during the monsoon.  At the same time it is revealed during social mapping 

that most of the public amenities are located in Rajput dominated areas, there by 

reducing the access to other communities.  Lack of irrigation facility and frequent 

flooding are main reasons for agriculture backwardness of the area and farmers are not 

able to get adequate production from their fields.  Most of the cultivable lands are 

located in Alampur, which is infact surrounded by water on all three sides.  Large-scale 

crop loss is reported every year due to the flooding.   More than 30 per cent of cultivable 

area is prone for water logging. 

According to the villagers Rajputs are still the dominant caste with respect to 

social and economic status. At the same time a sizeable proportion (60%) of the 

households reported owning 1-2 bhigas of land, which is not sufficient for the family to 

live on agriculture.  Four Rajput families owned considerable land.  The richest person 

in the village owns 8 bhigas of land.   Thus most of the households of the village are 

small cultivators.  A vast majority of people worked as agriculture labour or non-

agriculture labour.  From all tolas, people migrate during the peak agriculture season.  

Since agriculture is rainfed and crop is uncertain most people augment their incomes by 

migrating out and earning wages.  Wheat is the staple crop.  Improving agriculture 

technology or use of modern methods is found to be difficult, as most of the households 

are small and marginal farmers.  Out migration has been affected the Rajputs as well, 

who used to stay within the village for many years. 

In terms of habitation, the inhabitants Bhuiya and Kumhar tola show highest 

degree of impoverishment though situation in other tolas also of similar conditions.  

Most of the households have reported no improvement in their living conditions over the 

years.  Women are the worst off in the households as they are engaged in household 

work and also engage in agriculture work among the poor households.  But women earn 

very low wages compared to men. The wage discrimination is widespread and visible.   

Most households belive a job outside the village by one of the members would provide 

security to the household.   Both systems of attached labour and casual labour can be 
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seen in the village.  Wages for casual labour are paid only in cash.  All the women, 

except from Rajput community work as hired labour.  Many households are engaged in 

caste based occupations.  In this village children do not work as casual labour, though 

there is substantial child labour within the households.    Most of the women are engaged 

in kind wage labour contracts.   

Caste hierarchy is visible in the village.  Rajputs are seen as upper caste followed 

by several intermediary communities.  At the bottom end of the spectrum are SCs like 

Chamars, Mushairs etc.  Inter dining is completely absent.  There is differential access to 

several government facilities with most of the upper castes seizing such services.   For 

instance Rajput tola has better hand pump and many other facilities like school are 

available there.  Many in the tola also own private hand pumps.  Almost all children 

from the upper castes attend school, but the same is not true in case of lower castes. 

Distances to be covered by children to reach primary and middle school, irregular 

attendance of teachers are main obstacles apart from poverty of the households in 

children attending schools.  One household commented thus “ you people ask about 

schooling.  The previous teacher used to sell ganja in the school. What improvement is 

possible with such an education?”  Middle school is situated at about 3-4 KM from the 

village, which also makes it difficult to children to travel such distances.   None of the 

girls are educated beyond the primary school, as they will have to go outside the village. 

According to a parent” we can not send our girls outside. The environment is not 

conducive for it.  More over, we have to protect our girls, - it is the question of our honor 

and respect in the community”.   

  There is no improvement in health situation in the village, especially that of 

women health.   Access to health facilities is very minimal and there are no services 

available within the village.   For a substantial part of the year, the villagers have to 

swim across two rivers to reach to the block headquarters, Tikari, which itself has poorly 

run public hospital.   Most households have never visited a PHC, they access private 

health services which are costly even for ordinary ailments.  Women have reported that 

ANM has not visited the village for the past two years and local traditional dais work as 

midwives during the time of delivery.   Women's health is most neglected as the 

facilities for pregnant women are not available. There are no check ups done for them 
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and no supplementary health services provided through anganwadi.    None of the 

women have taken tetanus injections or iron folic during the pregnancy. 

There are no government works taken up in the village for the past five years.   

Lack of cooperation across different communities is said to be the reason for under 

development of the village.   People of the village are not aware of individual 

beneficiary programmes like IRDP or IAY.  There is a PDS shop within the village but it 

is dysfunctional or erratic in its functions.   There is no anganwadi in the village though 

it is eligible as per the guidelines to have an anganwadi. 

Most of the poor depend on moneylenders who charge interest rate anywhere 

above 6 per cent per month. Bhumihars of the village are most powerful economically 

and politically. This caste people have occupied most of the government lands here.  

There are several disputes on the grazing lands of the village, on which the poor depend 

and have traditional rights.  There are also disputes over the usage of canal water and 

rights over the waters, as the dominant peasant communities have usurped the rights. 

 

Salempur Rupaspur Village, Tekari Block, Gaya District 

It is also situated in Tekari block of Gaya district and is at a distance of about 14 km. 

from block headquarters at Tekari. It is an interior village with no proper 

communication. The nearest pucca road and bus stop continue to be a distance of 4 km. 

and still one has to cross a river to reach the village. Unlike in earlier survey, when it 

used to be inaccessible by jeep presently the village is inaccessible by jeep for 6-7 

months. Facilities like high school, fair price shop and post office that were at a distance 

of 3 km. now are situated within the village. But for marketing and medical treatment 

they still have to travel 4-5 km. It still does not have any electricity connection. Public 

wells are still used for drinking water but number of private and public well has risen 

several times. 

The village has 331 households coming from 18 caste/sub-castes.   Scheduled 

castes constitute about one-fourth of the total number of households and the backward 

caste II a little less than two-fifth. Bhumihar, one-seventh of the total households, 

continue to be the dominant caste by virtue of land and other wealth as well as their 

social and economic position. The caste and class structure continues to coincide. 
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Bhumihars are still exclusively cultivators and scheduled castes are exclusively 

agricultural labourers. Some households of backward castes are owner cultivators but 

many are tenant cultivators or agricultural labourers. Bhumihars continue to be largely 

big peasants and landlords but some households of backward caste (Koiri) have emerged 

as big peasants or landlords as well. 

The village still does not have any public irrigation and number of private 

pumpset/boring numbering 10 still is not adequate. Irrigation continues to be mostly 

used for Rabi crop but some of the paddy cultivation during kharif season is irrigated as 

well. Some changes in cropping pattern can be noticed as well. Sugarcane cultivation has 

almost become extinct and among oilseeds sunflower oil seeds is a new introduction. 

Unlike earlier survey, paddy is now somewhat irrigated. Use of fertiliser and HYV seeds 

in paddy is now almost universal. In wheat use of HYV seed is little over half. Now even 

some farmers are using pesticides. 

The village still has shortage of labour during peak season but from neighbouring 

village the incidence of labourers coming to this village during peak season no more 

exists. However, during mazdoor agitation in 1996 some outside village people came for 

work. Wages have increased compared to last survey. It used to be 1 kg. rice plus two 

meals. Now it is 2.5 kg. of rice plus two meals. During harvesting season share of 

workers also have gone up from 1/16th of harvested crop to 1/10th of harvested crop. 

The attached labourers are generally given 5 kathas of land as against 7 kathas 

given earlier. But daily wages of attached labour has almost trebled to 3 kg. per day. In 

earlier survey seed and fertiliser costs were shared equally by landowner and tenant but 

now only fertiliser cost is shared. In case of credit, the loans taken from money- lender 

has been reduced considerably. Cultivators and non-agricultural households now largely 

depend on government and financial institutions for productive purposes and on relatives 

for non-productive expenditure. But labouring class merely depends on employers and 

relatives. As a whole, the use of institutional credit has substantially increased. Earlier 

survey reported no conflict on the question of wages but some tension due to land 

dispute between Bhumihar and Yadavs. This survey reports agricultural workers’ 

agitation in the year 1996.This agitation had the support of militant peasant organisations 

operating in several parts of Central Bihar. Even now tention prevails in the village and 
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group of large cultivators --mainly Bhumihars---and labourers are having frequent 

disputes. 

 

Paharpur Dayal Village, Kuchyakot Block, Gopalgunj District 

The village of 67 households in Gopalganj district continues to be the smallest village in 

our census survey.  The village is inhabited by Rajput and backward castes. But apart 

from numerically largest backward caste Koiri, this village now has 10 households from 

other backward castes like Kumhar, Bania and Yadav. The village still does not have 

any scheduled caste population. The earlier survey had not reported any shortage of 

labour. But now shortage of labour has arisen because hardly one-fourth of backward 

caste households is available as agricultural labour. Two-third of the households is 

peasant ranging from poor to big. 

It is situated 2 km. away from block headquarters of Kuchaikote and is connected 

by pucca road. Electricity came after last survey in the year 1985. Four-fifth of all 

households has domestic electricity connection. They do not face any drinking water 

problem – mostly handpump is used. Septic tank latrines are there only in 9 households 

– belonging to Koiri and Rajput castes. The primary school that existed in the village 

still remains. Middle school and high school, market, health and other facilities are still 

available in block headquarters or within a distance of 2/3 km. Village co-operative 

society existed earlier is no more there. 

The total land under irrigation has marginally increased from about 55 to about 

65 per cent of total cultivated land. Apart from canal, the land continues to be irrigated 

by tubewells and pumpsets. The main crops continue to be kharif paddy. The other crops 

remain almost the same – khesari, gram, masoor, onion and potato. There is hardly any 

change in the cropping pattern except for some increase in area under wheat. Almost 

three-fourth of the cultivators uses HYV seeds and fertilisers – no rise since last survey. 

There are seven tubewells and one tractor in the village used by three-fourth of all 

households. Almost all households use threshers. 

Percentage of households leasing in land has reduced from one-fourth to one-

fifth. The system of tenancy is crop sharing only where all input costs are borne by the 

tenants only. The village  faces some shortage of labour at the harvesting time of paddy 
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when 8-10 workers from neighbouring village are employed. The requirement of 

agricultural workers is met by within village backward agricultural labourer households. 

The prevailing wage rate almost remained the same – 3-5 kg. of grain and breakfast. 

However, harvesting wage that used to be 1/20th of harvesting crop has now changed to 

7 kg. of paddy or 5 kg. of wheat. The few attached labourers that were noticed in earlier 

survey now have completely vanished. 

Except for some large landowners managing loans from institutional sources for 

agricultural operations and rest of the households still depends largely on moneylenders. 

Now only five persons are getting old age pensions compared to 10 persons reported in 

last survey. However, in other government schemes there is report of some beneficiaries 

like three in IRDP and five in ‘Indira Awas Yojana’ belonging to backward castes. 

 

Diwan Parsa Village, Uckgaon Block, Gopalgunj District 

The village of the northwestern district of Gopalganj is situated at a distance of 2-3 km. 

from the block headquarters Phulbaria and is linked with semi-pucca road and is 

accessible by jeep throughout the year. The earlier survey reported few forward caste 

households having domestic connections but it has not spread at all. The village still 

does not have any drinking water problem. The number of private and public handpumps 

has doubled. The number of septic tank latrine has only gone up from 1 to 4. The 

primary school existed in the  last survey. But now a middle school has been established 

within the village itself. The facilities of high school, health centre and bus stand, post 

office and market are at a distance of 2/3 km. The agricultural co-operative credit society 

existed even in last survey  which is still fairly active. 

The number of households has gone up from 163 in 1981 to 226 in 1998. Caste 

structure has hardly changed. The forward castes are still numerically largest group in 

the village. The caste and class structure also broadly coincides. Brahmin and Bhumihars 

continue to be all cultivators – almost all are either big peasants or landlords. Scheduled 

castes remain mostly agricultural labourers. Other backward caste households also 

undertake agricultural wage labour both casual and attached. Only four households of 

scheduled castes are involved in completely non-agricultural activities. 



 26 

The cultivation area under irrigation  has gone up from 50 per cent to about 90 

per cent in present survey which are irrigated through various sources like tubewell, 

well, tank, canal etc. Due to availability of canal water number of tubewell has remained 

the same – 15 in number. Mechanisation that was fairly high in previous survey has gone 

up even further. Proportion of farmers using tractor or power tiller has gone up from 

one-fourth to about half and proportion of households using threshers have almost 

doubled. The main crops continue to be paddy, wheat, maize, sugarcane and pulses. 

There is some change in cropping pattern. Area under maize has come down whereas 

that of wheat and sugarcane has gone up. Proportion of households using HYV seeds has 

marginally gone up to about 80 per cent but the use of fertiliser is almost universal 

respectively. 

The daily wage of casual labourers used to be 2.5 kg. of grain along with 

breakfast or Rs.4 daily along with breakfast. It has now gone up to Rs. 30-40, paid only 

in monetary terms. However, harvesting wage is still paid in kind. Harvesting wage used 

to be 1/16th of crop share that now has gone up to 1/10th to 1/20th of harvested crop. The 

wages of attached labour has hardly increased. It is 4 kg. of wheat. Further Rs. 5,000 to 

10,000 is given as loan in place of 10 kathas of land given earlier. The village still has 

about 15 men as ‘Halwaha’ and 7 children as ‘Charwaha’. The village that had surplus 

labour now faces shortage and hire in labourer from outside the village as well. This is 

largely because of outmigration of labourers to distance places which has increased. 

The proportion of households leasing-in land has marginally gone up but system 

of leasing remains the same as ‘sharing of crop'. The cultivator still mainly depends on 

moneylender for agricultural loans let alone for consumption loans. The institutional 

loans that made some inroad in earlier survey have not made much progress. 

The village reports several beneficiaries in different government schemes. The 

number of beneficiaries under IRDP, TRYSEM and DWCRA are 30, 12 and 50 

respectively, mostly from scheduled castes. Even there are 36 beneficiaries under ‘Indira 

Awas Yojana’ and 37 old age pensioners in last 5 years. These are quite substantial 

increase from 10 persons received old age pensions and 7 households benefited from 

IRDP programmes in  the last survey. 
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Mahisam Village, Madhepur Block, Madhubani District 

This second largest village in our census survey is situated in Madhubani district. It has 

988 households at the time of this survey compared to 521 households that existed in 

earlier survey. Caste composition of households has almost remained the same. 

Muslims, the numerically largest group, constitutes one-third of total households. They 

are followed by Mushars who constitutes a little over one-fourth of total number of 

households. Brahmins, constituting one-eight of total households, is dominant caste in 

the village by virtue of their control over land and other political connections. The 

village is still dominated by big peasants and landlords mostly belonging to Brahmin 

caste along with few Muslim households. The group of agricultural labourers, mostly 

drawn from scheduled caste and Muslims, are numerous in the village. 

The village had electricity in last survey. But in last two decades the number of 

domestic connection has hardly gone up. It remains limited to a few households among 

Muslims and Brahmins. There are two primary schools in the village For high school 

education, post office and medical facilities, people  go to block head quarters at 

Madhepur situated at a distance of 2.5 km. People generally use wells and public and 

private handpumps for drinking water. The number of public and private handpumps has 

gone up substantially. The scheduled castes that used to face some problem of drinking 

water do not face any more. There was no septic tank latrine in earlier survey. Now 

around 20 households of Brahmin and Muslim communities report using septic tank 

latrine. Apart from agriculture, some households have one or more family members 

working in government or private business. 

One major change is the proportion of irrigated land that rose from near bout 20 

per cent to about 75 per cent now. Dependence on monsoon for crop cultivation has been 

reduced substantially. Consequently, coverage of HYV seeds (paddy and wheat) and 

fertiliser use has spread quite substantially. Main crop remains to be paddy – both bhadai 

and aghani, Main rabi crops are wheat, mustard, masur and vegetables. The area under 

wheat has increased substantially mainly at the cost of maize. The productivity per acre 

shows some improvement. 

The village continues to be self-sufficient in labour usage within the village. But 

some shortage of labour is reported in the month of July and August (during plantation 
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of paddy) since large number of agricultural labourer at that time remains in Punjab. But 

it does not lead to employing agricultural labour from outside village. The practice of 

employing attached labour has vanished. The widespread practice of using children as 

‘Charwaha’ has completely vanished. 

Earlier survey reported that labourers were mostly paid in kind. Now they are 

mostly paid in monetary wage. In harvesting season they are paid 1/12th share of 

harvested crop in place of 1/15th of harvested crop in earlier survey. Even in earlier 

survey, due to excess labour supply it reported some temporary migration to Punjab. 

Now this phenomenon has increased so much that some cultivators are complaining 

about shortage of labour during paddy transplantation. A significant  number of youth 

from upper castes have also migrated to distant areas for employment. They are engaged 

even in manual works also there. In the village because of social labours they can not  do 

manual work. 

Earlier survey reported that 75 persons benefited from old age pension but no 

other government programmes were prominent. The present survey reports beneficiaries 

only under one government programme i.e. IRDP – 20 in number, but it reports 

construction of 59 houses under India Awas Yojana during last 5 years. However, 

institutional credit from government and financial institutions is still very little and far 

between. Private moneylenders continue to be the main source of supply of credit. 

 

Khangaon Village, Pandaul Block, Madhubani District 

Situated at a distance of 10 km. from district headquarters of Madhubani, this village had 

reported  reduced number of people living in it during 1971-81 in the census data. 

However, census figure of 1991 shows some increase in population thus reversing the 

declining trend in population observed in the decade 1971-1981. 

There is some distinct change in the caste composition of households. 

Numerically scheduled caste household is largest constituting two-fifth of total number 

of households whereas in earlier survey, Rajput constituted 45 per cent of total number 

of households and now they constitute about 30 per cent of total number of households. 

Still Rajput is dominant caste, mostly belonging to big peasants and landlord households 
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whereas the numerous agricultural labourers still come from scheduled caste and 

backward castes. 

The village continues to be separated by a small river at a distance of about 1 km. 

The west part of the village is linked to a pucca road. The riverbed remains dry most of 

the months except in rainy season. Crossing river during rainy season causes lots of 

problem for the eastern part of the villagers. Still no bridge is constructed to link them. 

Domestic electricity connection is still limited to a few Rajput households in west tola. 

There is no noticeable drinking water problem. Even Harijan tolas now have several 

handpumps compared to only two reported in the last survey. Spread of septic tank 

latrine has been very limited. Six Rajput families have reported to have septic tank in 

comparison to only two in the last survey. However, more than two-third of Rajput 

households and few Yadavs families now report use of soakage pit/Sulabh, an 

indigenous type of latrine. The village still has only one primary school and one middle 

school as reported in  the last survey. Other facilities like post office, high school, bus 

stand, medical and marketing facilities, fair price shop are still available at a distance of 

2 km. One co-operative credit society that was somewhat active has become completely 

inactive. 

The village has state tube-well but it is not functioning due to power crisis. The 

village has a large number of pump-sets and some wells used for irrigation. The 

proportion of cultivated area irrigated through these sources have increased from about 

one-third to more than two-third. The use of HYV paddy, HYV wheat and fertilisers has 

gone up by some margin. Paddy, wheat, sugarcane remains to be the main crops. Some 

change in cropping can be observed compared to last survey. Area under wheat has 

continued to increase and that of under paddy and gram have fallen. Potato also has 

emerged as an important crop. Area under wheat has increased because of availability of 

HYV seeds and due to its assured dependency on irrigation in winter. 

The village does not seem to have any shortage of labour. There is no report of 

workers coming from outside to work. The out-migration, reported in last survey, now 

has increased substantially, but not to the extent of leading to labour shortage as reported 

in other villages. The usual wage has changed from earlier survey of 2.5 kg. of grain to 

mixed wage of 1.5 kg. of rice and Rs. 15 in cash with one meal. The harvest wage has 
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gone up from 1/16th of the total harvested crop to 1/12th of harvested crop. Although the 

incidence of attached labour system has decreased, still such system prevails in the 

village. 

This village, though agriculturally backward was reportedly more prosperous 

than other village – Mahisan and agricultural productivity was also relatively higher. 

Now the situation seems to have reversed. Unlike earlier survey, There is hardly any 

report of institutional credit availed by cultivators. Possibly the defunct functioning of 

co-operative credit society is responsible for it. 

 

Chandkura Village, Karaia Block, Nalanda District 

 
Situated from 0.5 km. from pucca road, this village of Nalanda district is only 37 km. 

from Patna and 5 km. from the block and sub-divisional headquarter of Hilsa. The 

village had about 220 households and 17 castes residing in it in the year 1981. The 

number of household in the present survey is about 293. The caste structure has hardly 

changed over the period. There are only five households belonging to forward castes. 

The village continues to be dominated by backward castes II in which Kurmis being the 

largest caste still constitutes one-fourth of total households in the village. However, 

scheduled castes numbering 135 is the numerically largest group who still are the main 

supplier of labour in the village. The Kurmis, mostly cultivators belonging to middle and 

big peasant category, who also hire in labour mostly from scheduled castes. The few 

forward castes households are either big peasants or landlords. 

The village was electrified way back in 1969. But for the last several years the 

electricity supply has been discontinued because of non-payment of bills. The village has 

a large number of private well and public and private hand-pumps and they do not face 

any drinking water problem. The number of septic tanks has gone up to 11 and around 

30.  Sulabh latrines have also been introduced since the last survey. Primary school is  

situated within the village. But for middle and secondary school and primary health 

centres communities still travel 2 km. and for other facilities like hospital, regular market 

they still go to Hilsa. 
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The level of agricultural development remained fairly good. The proportion of 

irrigated land to total cultivated land has gone up from about half to nine-tenth since the 

last survey. The source of irrigation is mainly tube-well and pump-set. Coverage of 

HYV seed in paddy and wheat and use of fertiliser is almost universal. The thresher is 

almost universally used. Almost three-fourth of the cultivators uses either tractor or 

power-tiller. But for agricultural operations no institutional loan is available. Paddy and 

wheat are the two main crops Area under wheat has gone up substantially. Sugarcane 

that was introduced in 1980 is not cultivated at all. Rather onion has become one of the 

major crops. Some cultivation of masoor and khesari is still undertaken along with 

summer vegetables. 

The casual wage rate has gone up from 1 kg. plus meal and breakfast to 2.5 kg. to 

4 kg. with breakfast being provided by the employer. The harvest wage rate also has 

gone up from 1/16th of harvested crop to 1/14th of harvested crop. The attached labourer 

still gets the same wage as casual labour but they get some land and are not provided 

with loans in cash, as it used to be the practice earlier. But the prevalence of attached 

labour has reduced substantially and now there are just six attached labourers. The 

village faces no shortage of agricultural labour and a large number of persons go to 

distant states for work. 

The government sponsored development programmes have made some inroads in 

the village. 10 persons were engaged in employment schemes. There are eight 

beneficiaries in IRDP, 105 people have been assisted under ‘Indira Awas Yojana’ and 

there are 17 beneficiaries in old age pension scheme as well. 

 

Mohiuddinpur Village, Rauhi Block, Nalanda District 

Situated in Nalanda district it is among the smallest villages in our census villages. The 

village is dominated by scheduled caste people and only a few households from forward 

caste stay in the village. However, Muslims and forward castes are mostly landlords 

leasing out their land and scheduled caste households are either agricultural labourer or 

tenant cultivators. Still no pucca road exists to link the village. It still does not have any 

electricity connection. The village has one primary school but other facilities like post 
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office, high school, market, hospitals etc. are available in block headquarters which is 

about 3 km. from the village, 

The percentage of land irrigated has remained the same at about 50 per cent of 

total cultivated land. Sources of irrigation remain diverse – tubewell, well tank etc. Last 

survey reported that almost all farmers use HYV seeds in wheat and paddy and two-third 

apply fertilisers but only 60 per cent of households use thresher and power-tiller.Tractors 

were not used. Now there is an increase in mechanisation – almost all farmers are using 

thresher and one-third of the farmers are using tractor or power-tiller. 

The main crop of the village continues to be the same – kharif paddy and rabi 

wheat and maize. Paddy also continues to be grown in summer season. Earlier survey 

reported an increase in cultivated area under wheat, maize and gram and consequent fall 

in cultivated area under pulses and other inferior rabi crops. This survey reports a fall in 

the area under sugarcane and a  rise in the area under sunflower. Agricultural 

productivity is little lower than that of villages in the Rohtas but fairly high. Livestock 

still is not very important source of wealth in the village. 

Since the village is dominated by scheduled castes, a large proportion of 

population continues to work as wage labourer. However, wages have risen from 1 kg. 

of rice and a meal to 2.5 kg. of rice and one meal. Harvest wage is 8 kg. of wheat or 10 

kg. of paddy. The attached labourers are paid more or less the same as before – 10 kathas 

of land for their own cultivation and some loan. The village has a surplus of labour and 

there is no report of any shortage of labour in any month of the year. More than half of 

the cultivators are leasing in land and tenancy system is still on crop-sharing basis.  

The cultivators mostly rely on institutional credit for productive expenditures. 

This is  an improvement from limited availability in earlier survey. One important 

benefit from government scheme was employment scheme in which 42 persons got 

employment. Few persons continue to benefit from old age pensions. Further, 4 persons 

got diesel pump through IRDP scheme  including 3 scheduled castes. 

It is interesting to observe that poor perceive an improvement in their conditions 

and  a deterioration in  the condition of richer poor in the  village. The  reasons are an 

improvement in wage rate and outside job opportunity. 
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Jitwarpur Village, Araria Block, Purnea District 

This village of Purnea district having 918 household is the biggest village in the survey. 

Caste composition of households has substantially changed. Brahmin, though remained 

numerically largest caste, constitute much smaller proportion of households. Backward 

caste I, now is the largest group if taken together constituting 40 per cent of total 

households. 

 There is some change in the class-caste structure observed in the village. The 

Brahmin who constituted 60 per cent of households now constitute one-third of 

households and backward caste I which constituted one-fourth of total households 

earlier, now constitute half of the total households. The village has a  larger number of 

big peasants and landlords – a substantial section belong to Brahmin caste. But 

backward castes now have quite a few households belonging to big peasants households. 

The number of poor-middle and middle peasant households still is quite small. The 

scheduled caste, a large number of backward caste and Muslim households are 

agricultural labourers. 

The spread of electricity connection-- both domestic and agricultural – have risen 

several times. Domestic connection has gone up from 8 to nearly 100 and that of 

agricultural connection from nil to 14, mostly to households of   Brahmins. There are 

many private and public handpumps for the purpose of drinking water. Most of the 

private handpumps that are located in Brahmin households are now well spread out 

across castes. Spread of septic tank latrines is still very low – less than 10 households 

have it. 

The occupational diversification has hardly taken place. Brahmins remain mostly 

cultivators. Although some of them are  in government services as well. Backward and 

scheduled castes are generally agricultural labourers and some of them continue to be 

tenant cultivators. 

The village continues to have a primary schools but for middle school and high 

school  students continue to go to  neighbouring village. For health facilities, post office, 

veterinary centre etc., although not far – are still non-existent in  such a  large village. 

The village, in addition to a  co-operative society has now  an agricultural society as 

well. 
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The area under irrigation under  has gone up from one-tenth to two-fifth of 

cultivated land since last survey. Paddy and jute continue to be the main crop. Wheat, 

potato and maize cultivation is also undertaken. There is some cropping pattern change 

in last several years. Area under wheat has gone up and that of jute has come down. 

Coverage of crops under HYV seeds and use of fertilisers have also gone up due to 

spread of irrigation. Agricultural mechanisation has substantially increased from almost 

nothing. Half of total cultivators are now using tractor/power tillers and thresher is 

universally used for post-harvesting operations. Number of pumpsets also has doubled. 

The leasing-in land under fixed rent system has somewhat gone up and landowners and 

tenants now even share input costs. Due to all these reasons agricultural productivity has 

somewhat gone up. 

The nominal wage rate has gone up from Rs. 1.50 along with meal and breakfast 

to Rs. 15 along with meal and breakfast but for harvesting 1/8th of harvested crop is still 

given as harvest wage. The payments to the attached labour have also remained the same 

at annual provision of 10 mounds of paddy in addition to food and clothing. The use of 

attached labour has come down but still 28 men are employed as ‘Halwaha’ and 12 

children as employed as ‘Charwaha’. The village did not have any shortage of labour but 

now a good number of migrant wage labourers are employed in agriculture during four 

months of shortage. This is due to much higher level of temporary migrations 

(numbering around 350) for agricultural and construction activities in distant places like 

Punjab, Haryana and Delhi. Livestock that used to be an important source of income for 

backward caste and scheduled castes and Muslims have lost its importance. The use of 

institutional loans for financing of agricultural machinery and pumpsets has gone up but 

for other requirements villagers still depend on moneylenders. 

There are a large  number of beneficiaries from different government schemes. 

number of persons benefiting from old age pension has remained the same as around 80. 

But other government schemes have picked up---36 beneficiaries as widow pensioners, 

11 scheduled caste families from housing schemes, 200 beneficiaries from IRDP 

schemes for buying milch animal and 50 persons have benefited from employment 

schemes for some days. 
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Samhutibuzurg Village, Dinara Block, Rohtas District 

The village Samhutibuzurg of Rohtas district is situated at 3 km. away from block 

headquarters of Dinara. The village is still not linked by pucca road. However, now it is 

accessible by jeep except for the rainy season. During heavy rainy season it remains 

inaccessible by jeep. 

The caste structure has hardly changed. The number of households has gone up 

from about 183 households to 270 but forward castes still constitutes one-fifth of total 

households and scheduled caste constitutes about 40 per cent. Brahmin continues to 

remain the dominant caste owning most of the land and having other social and political 

connections.  

The village still does not have any electricity. It still has the primary school but 

for facilities of higher schooling, post office, health, marketing bus stand etc. Villagers 

still have to go to block headquarters at Dinara. The village co-operative society that was 

inactive in last survey does not exist at all. The village does not have drinking water 

problem. Apart from 8 private wells, there are some public and a large number of private 

handpumps in the village. 

Almost the entire land of village continues to be irrigated by canal but now some 

problems have emerged for water to reach  the ‘Tand’ land. Paddy and wheat remains to 

be the two major crops. Khesari, gram, potato, masur and vegetables are grown now but 

sugarcane cultivation has almost stopped in comparison to last survey. HYV seeds in 

both paddy and wheat are still extensively used and the average yield of both these crops 

are double of that of the villages of North Bihar covered under this study. Unlike 

expansion of area under paddy and sugarcane seen in last survey, this survey does not 

observe any noticeable cropping pattern changes. 

In last survey, wage rate in this village was higher than most of the census 

villages in other districts. It is no more so. Harvest wage, which was 1/12th of harvested 

crop, continues to be 1/12th. Daily wage in kind has also hardly increased. The 

phenomenon of attached labour has been reduced but still there exist around 10 attached 

labour. It is because of usage of modern agricultural techniques like tractors and 

cultivators do no want to give land for labour services. Labour shortage in the village has 
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gone up substantially compared to last survey and for six moths starting from October a 

large number of labourers  come from Palamau district. 

Nearly half of the cultivators are leasing in land – up by 10 per cent from last 

survey. But area leased in is not large. The prevalent system is mostly fixed rent. Hardly 

five per cent of leased in land is on crop-sharing basis. Institutional loan particularly 

long-term credit was practically absent earlier. But now institutional loan has become 

quite prevalent. In last few years 4 persons got IRDP loan for buying agricultural 

machinery  which did not exist earlier. The number of old age pensioners has gone up 

from 10 to 20. 

The village is economically better off than other villages in the survey. General 

perception remains that agriculture has continued to improve but physical infrastructure 

like road and electricity is still absent. 

 

Amarhi Village, Nasriganj Block, Rohtas District 

The village Amarhi of Nasriganj block in Rohtas district is situated on pucca road and is 

about 9 km. away from block headquarters. The number of households has gone up from 

119 in 1981 to 153 at present. There is hardly any change in caste structure since last 

survey. Brahmins numbering 30 households are the only upper caste household living in 

the village, Scheduled caste constitutes 30 per cent of the total households and rest is 

backwards with numerically largest group of Yadavs and Koeris. Brahmin, Yadav and 

Kurmi still have their separate sphere of influence -- all of them are involved in 

cultivation. 

The electricity first came to the village during 1990-91. Around 10 households 

took domestic connection but due to the theft of electric wire after a year it stopped. 

Now even electric poles are also stolen away. The primary school within the village still 

remains. But for middle school, high school, market, health facilities etc. villagers still 

have to travel 4 km. from the village. There is no problem of  drinking water. The 

number of public and private handpumps has also gone up substantially.  In place of nine 

service latrines, now there are six septic tanks and ten service latrines in the village. 

The entire village continues to be irrigated by canal and main crops continue to 

be paddy and wheat. Masoor and vegetables are also grown on some plot of land. There 
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is no noticeable change in cropping pattern. Unlike Samhutibuzurg, the wages for casual 

labour are mostly given in cash along with breakfast. Harvesting wage rate is similar to 

Samhutibuzurg, being 1/12th of crops. Attached labourers are also given one bigha of 

land along with Rs. 400 per month and cloth. But attached labour is limited only to 

‘Charwaha’. Report of shortage of labour during paddy transplantation still persists but 

now it does not lead to employment of outside village labour. Around 25-30 households, 

mainly Yadavs, are involved in selling milk. Some of the households also leases out land 

mostly on fixed rent basis. 

Institutional credit was not very prevalent in last survey. But now institutional 

sources meet most of the productive credit requirement of the cultivators. Loans from 

moneylenders have almost vanished which was widely prevalent. 

Agricultural productivity is at similar level like Samhutibuzurg and it is also a 

relatively prosperous village. In last survey only government scheme worthwhile 

mentioning was old age pension – 30 people benefited, But now only 3 beneficiaries are 

left. But there are 7 scheduled caste households in IRDP beneficiary list and 10 

households from backward castes and scheduled castes are provided with housing under 

Indira Awas Yojana  during  last five years. 

 

Comparison among Villages 

The description above shows considerable differences among villages apart from their 

similarities. The most visible similarity that remains is that villages are still strictly tied 

by the caste system, though there is difference among dominant castes across villages. 

The service castes engaged in caste occupation known as Jajmani system, widely 

prevailing in earlier survey, is on its way out. Non-agricultural source of employment is 

still extremely limited but out-migration to other states has opened up new sources of 

employment for labouring classes, particularly in the northern part of the state. 

The label of development of various villages to a certain extent confirms our 

characterisation of the development from which villages are selected. The gap of 

development between backward district and advanced districts seems to have 

diminished. The most important reason being spread of irrigation, albeit tubewell 

irrigation. However, villages in advanced district of Gopalganj, and Rohtas have more 
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assured source of irrigation -- canal. It does make a difference in agricultural 

productivity. 

The difference in the dominance of different castes coupled with distribution of 

landholding had an impact on the class structure in the villages. Villages where middle 

or backward early were present in large number and forward castes were very small in 

number were dominated by middle peasants whereas villages with large population of 

forward castes were dominated more by big peasants and landlords. In the present 

survey irrespective of caste structure of the villages, big peasants or landlords dominate 

all census villages. The reason being backward castes have turned into big peasants or 

landlords. 

 The differences in the level of development, caste and class structure were also 

revealed in the labour market prevailing in different villages. Villages dominated by 

middle and backward castes had hardly any shortage of labour with a very small section 

of wage labour. The shortage of labour, in peak season, arose only in relatively advanced 

villages that were dominated by forward castes. 

 The present survey, reports of shortage of labour in some villages which arises 

on two counts. Firstly, very few or no presence of scheduled caste households and lastly, 

out-migration of labour in distant states. No shortage is reported in Amarhi village of 

Rohtas although it is one of the most prosperous villages. The attached labour existed in 

all villages in earlier survey. But, now particularly in less developed villages attached 

labour has ceased to exist, the reason being heavy out-migration to distant lands. The 

wages of casual labourers are still lower in backward villages but the gap between 

advanced and backward villages has somewhat got reduced. Amount of land given to 

attached labour in Rohtas district continues to be highest. 

 The level of infrastructure and communication are still very important dimension 

for these villages. Level of irrigation has also gone up in backward villages but assured 

irrigation through canal does have an impact on prosperity of villages. Similarly, 

availability of good communication in some villages give many advantages compared to 

villages in the same district with lesser development of communication and thus leading 

to their greater prosperity. Unfortunately, there is very small improvement in the 
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development of infrastructure—both social and physical—in the surveyed villages 

during the last two decades. 

 

Issues emerging from the Profiles 

PRA exercises in all the villages have brought forward important qualitative issues that 

are common in all villages.  It can be seen that all the villages are multi-caste villages 

with clear caste hierarchy and discrimination being practised when we see the habitation 

pattern or access to facilities like drinking water, schools or roads. 

One important feature that needs to be highlighted here is that most of the sample 

villages have constant threat of floods and submergence of fields, which reflects poor 

agriculture development.  It is to be mentioned that several areas of north and central 

Bihar are prone to floods during monsoon and in such conditions agriculture in these 

areas becomes a very vulnerable option for many poor who have marginal lands.  This 

can be further testified from the fact that most of the sample villages have seen constant 

seasonal migration to distant places like Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi.  

Migration is an important option in rural areas of Bihar as the study brings out, for many 

intermediary castes and SCs.  

  Most of the villages reflect poor infrastructure development, as far as education 

and health is concerned.  Backwardness in these fronts can be seen both from the point 

of view of investments by the government and lack of awareness among the poorer 

sections.  Facilities like drinking water, irrigation are also not available on an 

appreciable scale.  Most of the sample village households know about government 

programmes and obligations of the government in terms of provision of basic needs but 

not many have availed any programme nor any specific development schemes are 

implemented in the villages.  Absence of or dysfunctional Anganwadi, irregular to no 

visits by ANM, awfully inadequate government health facilities (PHC) reflect the poor 

state of public health and child welfare programmes in the sample villages.  It has to be 

mentioned here that health related costs are one of the major reasons for households 

getting into debt trap. Village profiles testify, it takes 8-9 kms of walking for some 

villages to reach to the nearest point from where one can take a public or private 

transport. 
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Economic opportunities for women are very low, due to low participation of 

them in wage earning activities. Only women from SC and other backward classes 

engage in wage work. Even here, wage differential is observed and women are not 

provided with cash wages.  At the same time one can see the role of women in 

household economy as most of the women are engaged in animal husbandry and in 

agriculture activities and hence we see a very low participation of women in wage work.  

These are therefore, not accounted in the work participation rates. The number of 

female-headed households (over 20 per cent) is a testimony for the participation of 

women in the economic sphere. 

On the social front, as mentioned earlier caste discrimination and discrimination 

against girl child exist.  Very few girls end up in schools with vast majority of un-

lettered women and girls, the sample villages exemplify the neglect and discrimination. 

Lack of facilities for girl children and also awareness from parents’ side are the two 

important reasons for this situation. 

  In terms of other basic infrastructure, electricity is not available for a vast 

majority of households.  Very few villages are connected with all weather road. What is 

most striking is the class-caste difference in access to even the most basic resources. 

Although, as mentioned above, public resources are few and of very poor quality, there 

seems to be a clear gradation in terms of their use. For example, while the conditions of 

roads are very poor for all villagers, they are non-existent in the lower caste tolas. 

Similarly, lower caste groups have no access to fields for defecation purposes; unable to 

access any health facility as public health facility is abysmal and they have no capacity 

to pay.  Under these circumstances, the women belonging to these communities are 

particularly vulnerable.   
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Chapter III 

Socio - Economic Characteristics of Women Respondents and Households  
 

 
This chapter presents the socio-economic characteristics of the surveyed households and 

women respondents of the study. A comparison of the data from the earlier survey 

wherever relevant has been simultaneously provided. It can be seen that while certain 

characteristics have witnessed considerable changes across categories of households, little 

variation is observed over the decades in some others. Similarly, there are certain variables 

wherein caste- class factors have had considerable impact on them and vice-versa.  

 

Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

Since the criteria of selection of women respondents in the two surveys are different, the 

age distribution of respondents in the present survey shows concentration of younger 

respondents. (see Table 3.1.1 and 3.1.2). Respondents below age of 50 years consist of 

nearly four-fifth of total respondents in present survey, in comparison to little more than 

half in the previous survey. The reason is that in the previous survey, two interview 

schedules were used separately for ever-married and older women to give equal emphasis 

to relatively aged women. In the present survey the selection of the respondents has been 

random from ever-married and any age-groups.  

 
Table 3.1.1: Agewise distribution of respondent across district, 1999 

 Age (in years) 
District 15-49 50 & above Total 
Gaya 76.47 23.53 100.00 
Gopalganj 67.11 32.89 100.00 
Madhubani 83.70 16.30 100.00 
Nalanda 67.68 32.32 100.00 
Purnia 82.61 17.39 100.00 
Rohtas 78.90 21.10 100.00 
Total 78.41 21.59 100.00 
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Table 3.1.2: Agewise distribution of respondent across district, 1982 
 Age (in years) 

District 15-49 years 50 & above Total 
Gaya 51.32 48.68 100.00 
Gopalganj 48.28 51.72 100.00 
Madhubani 57.52 42.48 100.00 
Nalanda 53.41 46.59 100.00 
Purnea 60.00 40.00 100.00 
Rohtas 56.00 44.00 100.00 
Total 55.44 44.56 100.00 
 
For our analysis in the later chapters, we have mainly relied on ever-married women 

schedules for comparing with the present survey. This limitation of comparison of old data 

need to be kept in mind in drawing generalisations.  

Table 3.2.1 present average age at marriage and age at co-habitation of both the  

surveys. It is distressing to find that in the span of almost two decades between the surveys, 

there is only marginal rise in average age at marriage and age at co-habitation. It clearly 

reflects the lack of improvement in the status of women. Average age at marriage in the 

present survey is 13.19 years which is way below the legal age of marriage of a girl child. 

Even age at co-habitation is also very low at 15.61 years. Age at marriage in poorer north 

Bihar district of Gopalganj and Purnea is relatively higher. But Gopalganj is surprisingly 

the only district showing fall in both age at marriage and age at co-habitation since last 

survey. Castewise expectedly, age at marriage is highest among Brahmin women and 

lowest for S.C. women. But in the earlier survey, age at marriage of Yadav women was the 

lowest. Across the class categories not much variation is observed. Women belonging to 

the class of landlords and big peasants continue to get married at relatively higher age as 

before. 
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Table 3.2.1: Average age at Current marriage & co- habitation, 1999 
District  Age at current marriage Age at co-habitation 

Mean Mean 
Gaya 13.34 15.90 
Gopalganj 14.25 16.00 
Madhubani 12.52 15.05 
Nalanda 12.27 15.54 
Purnia 14.12 15.88 
Rohtas 12.79 15.83 
Caste 
Brahmin 14.04 15.73 
Bhumihar 13.17 15.77 
Backward I 12.91 15.68 
Yadav 12.64 15.73 
Koiri 12.24 15.90 
Kurmi 13.88 16.04 
OBC II 13.69 16.15 
SC 12.15 15.14 
Muslim 14.45 15.37 
Class 
ALNF 12.79 15.37 
ALNA 12.67 15.93 
ALLF 12.73 15.46 
ALLA 12.12 15.12 
POORMIDP 12.86 16.24 
MIDP 13.00 16.01 
BIGP 13.68 15.73 
LANDLD 13.84 15.85 
NONAG 13.38 15.50 
Total 13.19 15.61 
  

Table 3.3.1 presents marital status of ever-married women. It is related to women 

respondents in the age-group 15-49 years. In the present survey, proportion of married 

women- staying with husbands- is higher than that in the earlier survey. So also, married 

women (currently not staying with husbands) are relatively less than in the earlier survey. 

This is despite the fact that over the years there has been phenomenal increase in the rural-

urban out-migration intensity in the state1. However, it can be seen that the proportion of 

married women staying with their husband is comparatively higher in the high long term 

migration intensity districts such as Madhubani, Rohtas, and Gopalganj.  In other districts, 

particularly in Gaya and Purnea, because of high intensity of short term migration the 

proportion of women not staying with husband is higher.  
 
 
                                                           
1 For details about the nature and pattern of out-migration from these selected districts see, Sharma et al. 
1999. 
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Table 3.2.2:Average Age at Current Marriage & Co-habitation, 1982  
 Age at Current Marriage Age at Co-habitation 

District Mean Mean 
Gaya 13.02 15.87 
Gopalganj 15.50 16.40 
Madhubani 11.72 14.56 
Nalanda 12.11 15.55 
Purnea 12.72 14.80 
Rohtas 12.34 14.86 
Class 
ALNF 12.55 15.27 
ALNA 11.81 14.50 
ALLF 12.96 15.83 
ALLA 11.91 14.53 
PMP 12.31 14.60 
MP 11.07 14.57 
BP 13.10 15.28 
Landlord 13.22 15.41 
NAG 12.46 14.74 
Caste 
Brahmin 13.89 15.49 
Bhumihar 13.40 15.42 
Backwrd I 11.36 14.87 
Yadav 10.75 13.79 
Koiri 14.00 15.95 
Kurmi 13.00 15.83 
OBC II 12.61 14.97 
S.C. 12.23 15.19 
Muslim 12.89 14.80 
Total 12.62 15.14 
Table 3.3.1: Percentage Distribution of Marital status within each district & Caste, 1999 
District Marital Status 

Married 
(Staying 
with 
husband) 

Married 
(Not staying 
with 
husband) 

Separated/
Divorced 

Widowed Total 

Gaya 74.36 21.79 1.28 2.56 100.00 
Gopalganj 78.00 18.00   4.00 100.00 
Madhubani 90.43 4.26   5.32 100.00 
Nalanda 94.03 1.49   4.48 100.00 
Purnia 74.69 19.14 1.85 4.32 100.00 
Rohtas 84.88 9.30   5.81 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 84.62 12.82 0.85 1.71 100.00 
Bhumihar 79.03 12.90   8.06 100.00 
Backward I 80.18 14.41   5.41 100.00 
Yadav 73.68 21.05   5.26 100.00 
Koiri 86.96 4.35 2.17 6.52 100.00 
Kurmi 88.89 11.11     100.00 
OBC II 66.67 27.45   5.88 100.00 
SC 88.19 6.25 0.69 4.86 100.00 
Muslim 88.89 6.35 1.59 3.17 100.00 
Total 83.04 11.73 0.63 4.60 100.00 
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Table 3.3.2: Percentage Distribution of Marital status within each district & Caste, 1982 

 Marital Status 
Caste Married, 

Husband 
Present 

Married 
Husband 
Away 

Separated/
Divorced 

Widowed Total 

District      
Gaya 71.70 26.42 0 1.89 100.00 
Gopalganj 76.19 19.05 0 4.76 100.00 
Madhubani 72.65 21.37 2.56 3.42 100.00 
Nalanda 89.29 8.93 0 1.79 100.00 
Purnea 78.26 15.22 4.35 2.17 100.00 
Rohtas 92.86 7.14 0   100.00 
Caste   0   
Brahmin 76.19 22.22 0 1.59 100.00 
Bhumihar 60.00 35.56 2.22 2.22 100.00 
Backwrd I 86.96 10.14 2.9   100.00 
Yadav 75.00 12.50 8.34 4.17 100.00 
Koiri 90.91 9.09 0   100.00 
Kurmi 83.33 11.11 0 5.56 100.00 
OBC II 72.22 25.00 0 2.78 100.00 
S.C. 86.17 9.57 0 4.26 100.00 
Muslim 75.00 18.18 4.55 2.27 100.00 
Total 79.09 16.83 1.68 2.40 100.00 
 

The variation of the proportion of women staying with husband shows that the proportion is 

higher among lower castes and Muslims. 

An overwhelming proportion of respondents in both surveys is reported to be wives 

of the head of the household. But the proportion of respondents reporting as head of the 

family is lower in present survey and the proportion of respondents having distant relation 

with head of the households have fallen substantially reflecting breakdown of extended 

family. 
 
Table 3.4.1: Relation with Head of Household, 1999 
Relation No Percent 
Head 51 6.22 
Wife 679 82.80 
Daughter 4 0.49 
Daughter in law 59 7.20 
Sister in law 6 0.73 
Cousin s wife 1 0.12 
Other 20 2.44 
Total 820 100.00 
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Table 3.4.2: Relation with Head of Household, 1982 
Relation Percent 
Head 9.36 
Wife 71.38 
Daughter 0.92 
Daughter in law 6.61 
Sister in law 1.10 
Cousin 0.18 
Other 10.46 
Total 100.00 
 

Effective literacy level (ability to read and write) shows an increase of nearly fifty 

per cent in the span of nearly two decades from a low level of 14 per cent. Still, at present 

little more than one-fifth of respondents is found to be effectively literate. District-wise 

literacy rate shows substantial increase in literacy rate in two south Bihar districts of Rohtas 

and Gaya. But Purnea, highest literate district in the earlier survey did not show substantial 

rise in literacy rate. Among the various caste groups Kurmi- a backward caste show highest 

literacy rate as in 1981 survey and in the present survey too, they maintain a large gap with 

other caste groups who lag behind in literacy. Yadav caste also shows substantial rise in 

literacy rate between the intermittent periods. On the other hand, caste groups that come 

under the category of SC and Backward Caste I continue to languish in literacy level and 

thus restricting upward mobility of these caste groups.  These caste barriers to literacy and 

elementary education exemplified here demands concerted efforts with cultural sensitivity 

and addressing the special needs of the communities. 

Across the class categories, it can be seen that those respondents from the category 

of ` agricultural labour households- attached’ continue to be illiterates. At the same time, 

considerable improvement in the literacy levels of those who belong to the class of poor 

peasants to big peasants can be observed. However, respondents from landlord class shows 

fall in literacy as a consequence of swelling of households owning small land but not 

cultivating. 
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Table 3.5.1: Effective literacy of Respondents, 1999 
District Literate Illiterate Total 
Gaya 28.43 71.57 100.00 
Gopalganj 17.11 82.89 100.00 
Madhubani 17.62 82.38 100.00 
Nalanda 21.43 78.57 100.00 
Purnia 24.15 75.85 100.00 
Rohtas 21.30 78.70 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 34.39 65.61 100.00 
Bhumihar 34.88 65.12 100.00 
Backward I 11.43 88.57 100.00 
Yadav 28.57 71.43 100.00 
Koiri 9.80 90.20 100.00 
Kurmi 56.00 44.00 100.00 
OBC II 26.15 73.85 100.00 
SC 5.00 95.00 100.00 
Muslim 26.74 73.26 100.00 
Class    
ALNF 8.98 91.02 100.00 
ALNA   100.00 100.00 
ALLF 10.53 89.47 100.00 
ALLA 7.69 92.31 100.00 
POORMIDP 28.57 71.43 100.00 
MIDP 16.36 83.64 100.00 
BIGP 34.97 65.03 100.00 
LANDLD 42.11 57.89 100.00 
NONAG 19.20 80.80 100.00 
Total 21.52 78.48 100.00 
 
 
 

Household Characteristics 

Having discussed the profile of the respondents, this section presents some of the basic 

characteristics of the surveyed households.  The main characteristics discussed in this 

section are caste and class status of the households, demographic features, literacy and asset 

holdings etc.  
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Table 3.5.2: Effective Literacy of Respondents, 1982 
District Illiterate Literate Total 
Gaya 84.91 15.09 100.00 
Gopalganj 85.71 14.29 100.00 
Madhubani 87.18 12.82 100.00 
Nalanda 80.36 19.64 100.00 
Purnea 82.61 17.39 100.00 
 Rohtas 91.07 8.93 100.00 
Class 
ALNF 100.00   100.00 
ALNA 100.00   100.00 
ALLF 94.34 5.66 100.00 
ALLA 100.00   100.00 
PMP 91.43 8.57 100.00 
MP 96.43 3.57 100.00 
BP 70.45 29.55 100.00 
Landlord 57.63 42.37 100.00 
NAG 89.29 10.71 100.00 
Caste    
Brahmin 65.08 34.92 100.00 
Bhumihar 68.89 31.11 100.00 
Backwrd I 100.00   100.00 
Yadav 95.83 4.17 100.00 
Koiri 90.91 9.09 100.00 
Kurmi 61.11 38.89 100.00 
OBC II 80.56 19.44 100.00 
S.C. 98.94 1.06 100.00 
Muslim 84.09 15.91 100.00 
Total 85.34 14.66 100.00 
 
 

Caste-Class Status of Households 

Many scholars have exemplified the caste-class nexus in Bihar. (Sharma et al. 1999, 

Rodgers 1999). In the sample villages too,  this nexus is evident in that the districts with a 

higher proportion of lower castes have a higher proportion of agricultural labour.   For 

instance, the districts of Rohtas and Nalanda have a higher proportion of households in the 

Scheduled castes2 and a higher proportion of agricultural labour. However, between the 

surveys, the phenomenal fall in the proportion of attached labour class in the districts of 

Madhubani and Nalanda is noticeable.  

                                                           
2 This is also revealed in Raju et al’s (1999) Atlas, where in using Census data 1991, they found that Nalanda 
and Rohtas have a high percentage of population in the Scheduled Caste category - 36.8per cent and 35.6per 
cent respectively. 
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Similarly, the districts with a higher proportion of lower caste Muslims have a 

higher concentration of non-agricultural household especially artisan-based work. In 

contrast, the districts of Rohtas and Nalanda have the highest proportion of agricultural 

labour and low concentration of women belonging to non-agricultural households. This 

reflects the economy of the district as well as its well-defined class structure across the 

caste categories (Table 3.6.1 and Table 3.6.2).  

 
Table 3.6.1: District wise distribution of households across class, 1999 
District Class 
 ALNF ALNA ALLF ALLA POORMIDP MIDP BIGP LANDLD NONAG TOTAL 
GAYA 17.65 0.98 6.86 0.98 1.96 9.80 24.51 24.51 12.75 100.00 
GOPALGANJ 5.26 1.32 27.63 7.89 5.26 6.58 26.32 18.42 1.32 100.00 
MADHUBANI 16.74 1.32 11.01 3.52 2.20 6.61 11.45 20.70 26.43 100.00 
NALANDA 34.34 6.06 13.13 3.03 4.04 10.10 10.10 11.11 8.08 100.00 
PURNIA 23.67 0.48 17.39 1.93 2.42 4.83 19.81 11.59 17.87 100.00 
ROHTAS 22.02 2.75 28.44 2.75 0.92 4.59 22.02 11.01 5.50 100.00 
Total 20.37 1.83 16.22 3.05 2.56 6.71 17.80 16.22 15.24 100.00 
 
Table 3.6.2: District wise distribution of households across class in first survey, 1982 
District Class 

 ALNF ALNA ALLF ALLA POORMIDP MIDP BIGP LANDLD NONAG TOTAL 
Gaya 18.42   6.58 3.95 10.53 7.89 27.63 14.47 10.53 100.00 
Gopalganj 8.62   13.79 15.52 17.24 8.62 25.86 6.90 3.45 100.00 
Madhubani 16.34 7.19 13.07 5.88 7.19 7.84 14.38 19.61 8.50 100.00 
Nalanda 17.24 2.30 13.79 14.94 3.45 9.20 19.54 11.49 8.05 100.00 
Purnea 20.83 5.00 12.50 3.33 5.83 0.83 21.67 22.50 7.50 100.00 
Rohtas 18.67   13.33 13.33 14.67 2.67 20.00 8.00 9.33 100.00 
Total 17.22 3.34 12.30 8.44 8.79 5.98 20.39 15.47 8.08 100.00 
 

 

The caste- class relationship of the sample households is more clearly presented in 

table 3.7.1 and table 3.7.2. The relationship has been analysed here in terms of both: the 

concentration of different castes in class (Table 3.7.1) and proportion of different castes in 

different class categories (Table 3.7.2). 
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Table 3.7.1: Percentage Distribution of Households From Different Class Group by Caste, 1999 
 Class of HH 

Caste ALNF ALNA ALLF ALLA POORMIDP MIDP BIGP LANDLD NONAG Total 
Upper caste1  2.66   2.86   11.54 3.51 42.58 37.84 22.39 18.63 
Upper caste2  0.53   0.71   3.85   28.39 23.65 4.48 9.88 
Kurmi 1.60   1.43     12.28 4.52 4.73 1.49 3.14 
Yadav 2.66   8.57 11.11 11.54 29.82 4.52 1.35 2.24 5.84 
Koeri 1.06   7.86   7.69 5.26 0.65 6.76 0.75 3.37 
Other OBC II 4.26   8.57 14.81 7.69 12.28 5.81 7.43 14.18 8.08 
OBC I 25.00 18.75 19.29 29.63 30.77 15.79 3.23 9.46 25.37 17.40 
SC 46.81 81.25 37.86 40.74 19.23 10.53 1.94 1.35 12.69 22.22 
ST 1.06           0.65     0.34 
Moslem (upper) 4.79   3.57   3.85 1.75 2.58 2.03 3.73 3.14 
Moslem (lower) 9.57   9.29 3.70 3.85 8.77 5.16 5.41 12.69 7.97 
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 
Upper caste1 = (Brahmin + Kayastha); Upper caste2 = (Bhumihar + Rajput) 
 
 
Table 3.7.2: Percentage Distribution of Households From Different Caste Groups by Class, 1999 

 Class of HH 
Caste ALNF ALNA ALLF ALLA POORMIDP MIDP BIGP LANDLD NONAG Total 
Upper caste1  3.01   2.41   1.81 1.20 39.76 33.73 18.07 100.00 
Upper caste2  1.14   1.14   1.14   50.00 39.77 6.82 100.00 
Kurmi 30.32 1.94 17.42 5.16 5.16 5.81 3.23 9.03 21.94 100.00 
Yadav 10.71   7.14     25.00 25.00 25.00 7.14 100.00 
Koeri 9.62   23.08 5.77 5.77 32.69 13.46 3.85 5.77 100.00 
Other OBC II 6.67   36.67   6.67 10.00 3.33 33.33 3.33 100.00 
OBC I 11.11   16.67 5.56 2.78 9.72 12.50 15.28 26.39 100.00 
SC 44.44 6.57 26.77 5.56 2.53 3.03 1.52 1.01 8.59 100.00 
ST 66.67           33.33     100.00 
Moslem (upper) 32.14   17.86   3.57 3.57 14.29 10.71 17.86 100.00 
Moslem (lower) 25.35   18.31 1.41 1.41 7.04 11.27 11.27 23.94 100.00 
Total 21.10 1.80 15.71 3.03 2.92 6.40 17.40 16.61 15.04 100.00 
Upper caste1 = (Brahmin + Kayastha); Upper caste2 = (Bhumihar + Rajput) 
 

 

It is evident from the table 3.7.1 and table 3.7.2 that there is strong linear relationship 

between the caste and class status of the households. The agriculture labour class (AL) is 

mainly constituted by the lower castes such as SC, OBC I, and other OBC II, while the 

class of Landlord (LANDLD) and Big Peasant (BP) are constituted mainly by Upper 

Castes. Accordingly, the middle castes Kurmi, Yadav, Koeri mainly form the middle class 

category of Middle Peasant (MIDP).  
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Household Characteristics 

This section discusses the household size and structure across districts along with more 

detailed analysis of class and migration status. The household size shows quite a variation 

across district without any definite pattern. Female-headed households are in larger 

proportion in two undeveloped districts of North Bihar- Purnea and Madhubani. However, 

across different classes the land-owning classes of middle peasants, big peasants and 

landlord classes show a large family size- large number of men and lesser proportion of 

children than the average of all classes. Conversely, non-cultivating agricultural labourer 

family, both attached and casual, show smaller family size with larger proportion of 

children and lower age groups for head of the household reflecting that due to their lower 

possession of property they are more prone to nuclear family structure. Similar 

characteristics can be observed for non-agricultural households. But non-cultivating casual 

wage labourers and non-agriculturist classes exhibit much higher proportion of households 

with female heads reflecting their precarious economic position as well. 

 By out-migration status, it can be seen that families with out-migrants have larger 

family size, much larger number of men, higher proportion of children and higher age of 

head of households than non-migrant family. It shows that families with larger family size 

and larger number of adult males are in better position to out-migrate. The average size of 

the households ranges between 6 and 7 with 2-3 adult males and 1-2 adult females per 

family.  The consequence of having fewer women per family becomes obvious when sex 

ratio is calculated.  The sex ratio is unfavourable to women and stands at about 900 females 

per thousand of males. Table 4.4 also reveals that there is a burgeoning young population 

with 40 per cent of the population in the sampled households and villages being children. 

The average age of the head of the household is about 46 years and most of them are 

expectedly males.  However, interestingly 4 per cent of the households reported themselves 

to be women headed households.  

During the PRA exercises, women from lower castes and class groups were asked to 

prepare a food calendar and during the discussions that followed, women shared the every 

day discriminations that they face.  Across the districts, women revealed that during the 

lean season, women are the first to sacrifice their share of food, less likely to be treated 

when ill and more likely to suffer physical violence at the hands of their own men folk. The 
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lower overall sex ratio is a manifestation of this phenomenon where women eat less and 

sometimes even starve.  However, it would be reductionism to say that this alone is 

responsible for the lower female presence in the sample population.      

For a comparative understanding, a detailed table is given below. (Table 3.8.1 and 

Table 3.8.2): 

 
Table 3.8.1: Household Size and Structure by District, Detailed Class and Migration Status, 1999 

 Av. HH. Av. No. of Av. No. of % Children Av. Age of Prop. Of Female  No. of 
 Size Men Women in HH. Head headed HH. HH. 

District 
Gaya 7.02 2.29 1.94 39.82 50.62 0.01 479 
Gopalganj 7.38 2.52 2.12 37.12 48.40 0.02 254 
Madhubani 5.62 1.70 1.60 41.34 42.90 0.07 1187 
Nalanda 6.23 1.99 1.86 38.19 44.63 0.02 392 
Purnea 5.06 1.53 1.36 42.84 42.09 0.05 1179 
Rohtas 7.11 2.20 2.05 40.26 47.76 0.02 415 
Class 
ALLF 6.25 1.91 1.73 41.69 45.38 0.03 851 
ALNF 5.01 1.40 1.34 45.27 40.07 0.07 1170 
ALLA 6.18 1.81 1.70 43.18 42.92 0.01 184 
ALNA 5.39 1.41 1.46 46.75 39.39 0.03 94 
PMP 5.99 2.11 1.74 35.84 45.79 0.02 102 
MP 6.72 2.17 1.96 38.59 51.18 0.01 238 
BP 7.10 2.46 2.09 35.80 48.74 0.01 655 
LANDLD 6.48 2.24 1.97 35.11 49.22 0.08 341 
NAG 5.08 1.51 1.37 43.21 43.27 0.08 271 
Out-Migration for Work 
No 5.47 1.62 1.53 42.38 43.95 0.05 2518 
Yes 6.83 2.28 1.94 38.25 45.91 0.03 1388 
All 5.96 1.86 1.68 40.70 44.65 0.04 3906 

 

In the earlier survey, households with migrants showed a deficit of men, a higher 

percentage of children. The reason given for deficit of men was due to migration -- out-

migrants were not counted as household members. Whereas in the present survey, 

household with migrants show a surplus of men but with higher proportion of children and 

a relatively older household head. 
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Table 3.8.2: Household Size and Structure by District, Detailed Class and Migration Status, 1982 
 Av. HH. Av. No. of Av. No. of % Children Av. Age of Prop. Of Female  No. of 
 Size Men Women in HH. Head Headed HH. HH. 

District 
Gaya 7.04 1.88 1.97 39.28 49.14 0.13 72 
Gopalganj 6.65 2.10 2.03 31.17 46.76 0.04 59 
Madhubani 5.50 1.50 1.66 40.52 44.89 0.06 150 
Nalanda 6.79 1.91 1.94 38.68 44.87 0.01 83 
Purnea 5.96 1.56 1.68 41.81 43.68 0.09 116 
Rohtas 7.06 1.89 2.04 39.43 45.64 0.02 84 
Class 
ALLF 6.30 1.75 1.92 38.26 45.08 0.00 113 
ALNF 4.59 1.13 1.40 40.57 41.06 0.13 73 
ALLA 5.66 1.69 1.68 33.94 45.62 0.04 50 
ALNA 5.10 1.60 1.36 34.37 39.49 0.12 24 
PMP 6.54 1.71 1.89 39.66 46.77 0.06 40 
MP 8.11 2.15 2.12 47.38 45.10 0.00 42 
BP 8.67 2.62 2.51 37.04 50.14 0.01 108 
LANDLD 6.01 1.52 1.84 37.56 49.93 0.13 81 
NAG 3.90 0.91 1.12 35.92 46.38 0.23 39 
Out-Migration for Work 
No 6.28 1.79 1.80 37.87 45.59 0.06 470 
Yes 6.87 1.70 1.14 41.79 46.70 0.05 94 
All 6.39 1.78 1.86 38.57 45.79 0.06 564 
 
 

It can also be seen that the gap among different classes in household size has got 

reduced since last survey with landed class of big and middle peasant experiencing fall in 

household size on one side and non-cultivating agricultural casual labour and non-

agricultural class experiencing rise in average household size. 

In comparison to the previous survey, household size in the present survey and the 

number of women per household has fallen but mean number of men and proportion of 

children have gone up along with the proportion of female headed households. 

The concentration of males and females in different age groups has been shown in 

Fig. 3.1.  The age pyramid depicted in Fig. 3.1 shows that the proportion of female to male 

is favourable in the earliest two age groups, but it becomes unfavourable to female in the 

age groups of adolescents, showing strong gender bias in these age groups. 
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Fig. 3.1: Percentage Distribution of Males and Females by Age Groups 

In the middle and older age groups also the female-male ratio is unfavourable 

except the age group of 35-39, indicating high morbidity and mortality rates of the women 

in these age groups. However, a comparison with the earlier survey data (1982) also shows 

that the survival rates of women have increased over the years in the reproductive age 

group of 20-30 years. 

 

Literacy and Level of Education 

Although the level of literacy among women has increased over time, there is still acute 

gender bias in terms of education of women. Chart 3.2 presents relative level of illiteracy 

and higher level of education among males and females. 

Fig 3.2 clearly shows that illiteracy among female is as high as 65 per cent against 

approximately 35 per cent among males. As a consequence, there is also very low 

proportion of women attaining education of the levels of above high school. The percentage 

of female children attaining education above high school is as low as 5 per cent against 

approximately 20 per cent in case of males. In fact, in rural Bihar high levels of illiteracy is 

coupled with high gender discrimination in terms of education. 
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Fig.  3.2: Percentage of Illiterate and Above High School Males and Females 

 

The level of illiteracy and education also show wide variations over different castes. 

To see the changes in terms of levels of education of women we have classified the women 

into two age groups i.e. below 25 years and above 25 years (Table 3.9). This classification 

serves two purposes: first, by this classification it is possible to compare the level the 

literacy between younger and older women, and two, this presents a comparability of the 

same over a time period stretching over the two intervening periods of survey. 

Table 3.9 suggests that although the level of female literacy is higher among higher 

castes in general, it is more prominent in the younger women. Because of very high 

illiteracy among lower caste women there is very little difference between younger and 

older women of these castes. The vertical mobility of younger women among the upper and 

middle castes is also noticeable. Among the lower castes, besides high female illiteracy this 

vertical mobility in education also shows limited scope.  
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Table 3.9: Percentage Distribution of Women Below and Above Age 25 Years by Level of Education 
  Level of Education 

Caste 
groups 

Age groups Illiterate Below 
Primary 

Primary Middle Matric/Hig
h School 

High 
Secondary 

Graduate 
and above 

Brahmin Below 25 23.04 31.80 17.97 12.44 11.52 0.46 2.76 
 Above 25 59.89 15.93 11.54 7.14 4.95 0.00 0.55 
 Total 39.85 24.56 15.04 10.03 8.52 0.25 1.75 

Bhumihar Below 25 17.78 32.59 25.93 10.37 11.11 1.48 0.74 
 Above 25 69.29 14.96 3.94 6.30 3.94 0.00 1.57 
 Total 42.75 24.05 15.27 8.40 7.63 0.76 1.15 

Backward I Below 25 73.22 12.57 7.65 3.28 2.73 0.55 0.00 
 Above 25 87.92 4.70 2.01 2.68 0.67 2.01 0.00 
 Total 79.82 9.04 5.12 3.01 1.81 1.20 0.00 

Yadav Below 25 51.52 30.30 9.09 6.06 1.52 0.00 1.52 
 Above 25 88.52 3.28 3.28 1.64 3.28 0.00 0.00 
 Total 69.29 17.32 6.30 3.94 2.36 0.00 0.79 

Koiri Below 25 32.43 35.14 13.51 13.51 2.70 2.70 0.00 
 Above 25 79.49 2.56 7.69 2.56 7.69 0.00 0.00 
 Total 56.58 18.42 10.53 7.89 5.26 1.32 0.00 

Kurmi Below 25 11.76 20.59 11.76 47.06 8.82 0.00 0.00 
 Above 25 66.67 8.33 5.56 8.33 8.33 2.78 0.00 
 Total 40.00 14.29 8.57 27.14 8.57 1.43 0.00 

OBC II Below 25 56.44 21.78 12.87 6.93 1.98 0.00 0.00 
 Above 25 82.72 14.81 2.47 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
 Total 68.13 18.68 8.24 3.85 1.10 0.00 0.00 

SC Below 25 74.14 15.52 6.47 2.59 0.86 0.43 0.00 
 Above 25 96.89 1.55 0.52 0.00 1.04 0.00 0.00 
 Total 84.47 9.18 3.76 1.41 0.94 0.24 0.00 

Muslim Below 25 70.37 13.89 5.56 3.70 3.70 0.93 1.85 
 Above 25 88.37 3.49 3.49 1.16 2.33 0.00 1.16 
 Total 78.35 9.28 4.64 2.58 3.09 0.52 1.55 

Total Below 25 50.58 22.37 12.31 8.00 5.21 0.63 0.90 
 Above 25 80.40 8.28 4.40 3.25 2.83 0.42 0.42 
 Total 64.34 15.87 8.66 5.81 4.11 0.53 0.68 

 

 
Economic Characteristics of Households 

Some of the important economic characteristics of households are land endowments, 

income level, asset holdings etc. In the following section, we discuss some of these 

indicators of the sample households and variations in these endowments from the 

perspective  of women’s access to these endowments.  
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Land 

The pattern of land distribution among the sample households is presented in Table 3.10.  

The land distribution pattern shows that the landlessness is the highest among SCs and 

lowers caste Muslim households, followed by OBC I, and  OBC II. 

 
Table 3.10: Percentage Distribution of Households from Different Castes by Land Size 
 Size of owned land (in acres) 

Caste group  nil up to 1 1 to 2.5 2.5 to 5 5 to 10 10 to 20 20 & 
above 

Total 

Upper caste1 15.66 22.89 25.90 19.28 12.05 3.01 1.20 100.00 
Upper caste2 9.09 36.36 25.00 19.32 6.82 2.27 1.14 100.00 
OBC I 61.29 24.52 11.61 1.94 0.65     100.00 
Kurmi 17.86 14.29 32.14 21.43 7.14 7.14   100.00 
Yadav 17.31 53.85 19.23 7.69 1.92     100.00 
Koeri 20.00 66.67 3.33 6.67 3.33     100.00 
Other OBC II 37.50 44.44 8.33 6.94 2.78     100.00 
SC 73.23 23.74 2.02 1.01       100.00 
ST 33.33 66.67           100.00 
Moslem (upper) 42.86 28.57 10.71 7.14 10.71     100.00 
Moslem (lower) 64.79 23.94 4.23 5.63 1.41     100.00 
Total 42.65 29.85 13.36 8.64 4.15 1.01 0.34 100.00 

 
Among the upper and middle castes, not only landlessness is very low but also they have 

bigger land size in substantial proportion. Among the middle castes, Kurmi has better land 

possession in comparison to Yadav and Koeri. 

 Land distribution is also skewed against women headed households. Table 3.11 

shows that apart from high intensity of landlessness among women headed households, the 

entire pattern of land distribution is unfavourable to these households. It can be seen from 

the table that only 10 per cent of the women headed households come in the category of 

land size class of 2.5 acres and more. The corresponding figures for other households are 

approximately 15 per cent. 

 
Table 3.11: Percentage of Women Headed and Other Households with Own Land 

 Land Endowment 
Household 
types 

Nil or Negligible More than 2.5 acres 

Women 
headed 

80.49 9.76 

Others 
 

71.12 15.35 
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Further, it is more likely that all the women headed households are not able to do 

cultivation through its own family members and consequently a number of these 

households lease out land to other households. As a result of inability of these households 

to cultivate their own land, the land endowment position further deteriorates against these 

households. Table 3.12 shows that on the basis of land percentage of women headed 

households, operating nil or negligible size of land increases up to 90 per cent while the 

percentage falls to merely 7 per cent in case of operating size of 2.5 acres or more. 

 
Table 3.12: Percentage of Women Headed and Other Households with Operated Land 

 Land Endowment 
Household 
types 

Nil or Negligible More than 2.5 acres 

Women 
headed 

90.24 7.32 

Others 67.06 15.76 

 

The reverse is the case with other types of household. This clearly points out that most of 

the women headed households are not doing cultivation on their own land but 

lease/mortgage out their land for cultivation to others. The cultural and social barriers of 

women and lack of access to various inputs required for cultivation, it is not surprising that 

women cultivators are not the order of the day in Bihar.  

 

Asst holding 

Table 3.13.1 presents the assets per capita for each caste. In assets the land value is 

excluded. Kurmi and households belonging to upper caste groups form the richest class in 

our sample.  Even the per capita cultivable land among them is far higher than other castes. 

Per capita assets of above-mentioned caste groups constituting nearly one-fifth of all 

households, are more than three times of the average assets per capita of all other 

households. Backward caste I is the poorest with scheduled caste and Muslims showing a 

marginally better position. As such, 60 per cent of households are very  poor and in assets 

terms are highly polarised. As expected, per capita value of cattle assets of Yadav is highest 

closely followed by upper castes. 
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A comparison with the earlier survey vis a vis asst structure is given below: 

 

• We gather that upper castes along with Kurmi caste continue to be the richest group. 

But scheduled caste groups that was poorest in terms of per capita asset are replaced by 

groups belonging to backward caste I is quite intriguing and needs more sociological 

insights. One reason could be that land asset is not included in the calculation of value 

of assets in present survey. 

• Further, among the middle caste groups, per capita cultivable land for Kurmi have gone 

up though per capita cultivable land has fallen by half as a whole. For intermediate 

castes like Koiri and Yadav, per capita assets have relatively improved. This is more 

visible in the case of Yadav community as they have gained significantly in per capita 

value of cattle stock.  
Table 3.13.1: Assets by Caste and Religion, 1982 
Caste Percentage Per Capita Value Per Capita 

 Distribution (in rupees) of Cultivable 
 of 
Households 

All Assets Cattle Land in 

    Acres 
Muslims 10.46 2403 179 0.25 
Upper Castes 25.18 10301 200 0.54 
Yadav 5.50 3040 109 0.45 
Koiri 4.79 4958 159 0.23 
Kurmi 4.26 11262 188 0.43 
Oth. Backward II 9.56 4890 153 0.32 
Backward I 17.55 1393 149 0.17 
S.C. & S.T. 22.70 904 139 0.12 
All 100.00 4779 187 0.37 
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Table 3.13.2: Assets by Caste and Religion, 1999 
Caste Percentage Per Capita Value Per Capita 

 Distribution (in rupees) of Cultivable 
 Of Households All Assets Cattle Land in 
    Acres 

Muslims 13.80 3048 375 0.15 
Upper Castes 21.70 18609 1501 0.41 
Yadav 5.40 5637 1510 0.36 
Koiri 3.40 9326 699 0.18 
Kurmi 2.90 15613 734 0.54 
Oth. Backward II 7.40 3674 539 0.21 
Backward I 19.00 2738 634 0.17 
S.C. & S.T. 26.40 3054 391 0.08 
All 100.00 5089 608 0.22 
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Chapter IV 

Gender Dimensions of Employment and Earnings 
 
 

Rural Bihar is characterised by its labour surplus economy. There is shortage of 

employment within the boundary of village economy except during the peak agricultural 

season in more prosperous villages. The non-availability of jobs in the rural areas, 

however, is not reflected in open unemployment of the workers. In fact, high 

participation rate co-exists with high under-employment of the workers. In such a 

situation, women workers are at a more disadvantageous position because of the burden 

of their non-economic domestic duties. High level of male work participation rate in 

backward districts and even high level of female work participation rate among lower 

castes and classes validates the theory that 'poor can't remain unemployed'. But poverty 

driven high work participation rate has led to concentration of workers mainly in low 

profile jobs like agricultural and non-agricultural wage work, caste occupation under 

Jajmani system etc. Lower agricultural productivity and lack of productive non-

agricultural work opportunities have led to low level of wages in most of the surveyed 

villages. However, at low wage rate, the gender gap between male and female wages 

cannot become substantial. The high level of poverty and lack of employment 

opportunity even at modest level of wages and earnings has created a vicious circle of 

underdevelopment and underemployment. Against this background, in this chapter we 

will examine gender dimension of activity status of population, workers’ participation 

rates, and occupation structure, diversification of workforce, and wages and earnings. 

 

Activity Status of Male and Female Population 

The Activity status of total population is conventionally seen in terms of workforce 

(WF), labourforce (LF), and non-workers (NW). Workforce is the economically active 

population, participating in different economic activities for earnings, while unemployed 

is included in labour force but not in work force [i.e. LF = WF + Unemp.].  The 

proportion of population neither working nor seeking for job is classified as non-

workers. The main constituents of non-workers are students, home worker, 
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retired/pensioner, rentiers, too old or too young, beggars etc. However, it is not easy to 

classify a person in a single category on the basis of his/her single occupation.  

Since a person may be involved in different (generally more than one) types of 

economic and non-economic activities, his or her occupational status may be determined 

by taking one or more occupations into considerationi. For our analysis, we have taken 

up to three occupations of every individual. However, the ranking of different 

occupations in to ‘primary’, ‘first secondary’, and ‘second secondary’ has not been done 

on the basis of time or income considerations, but on the basis of the perception of 

respondents. The ‘second secondary’ status has been finally merged with the ‘first 

secondary’ status to arrive at more consolidated figure. On the basis of the primary and 

primary & secondary occupation statuses, the structure of the occupational status of total 

population in rural Bihar is given in table 4.1. 
 
Table 4.1. Activity Status of Total Population 

 Primary occupation Primary + secondary occupations 
 Male Female Person Male Female Person 

1. Self employed in agriculture & 
allied activities 

17.17 2.98 10.34 19.41 7.87 13.85 

2. Self employed in trade & 
services 

6.29 1.62 4.04 6.40 1.73 4.15 

3. Casual labour in agriculture 10.52 3.54 7.16 10.59 11.53 11.04 
4. Casual labour in non-agriculture 5.21 0.15 2.77 5.28 0.23 2.85 
5. Regular wage paid 
 

11.33 0.34 6.04 13.39 1.62 7.72 

A. Total work force (1 to 5) 50.52 8.63 30.35 55.07 22.98 39.61 
6. Unemployed 
 

0.80 0.00 0.42 3.39 4.56 3.95 

B. Total labour force (1 to 6) 51.32 8.63 30.77 58.46 27.54 43.56 
7. Students 
 

23.81 15.63 19.87 18.15 14.92 16.59 

8. Home work 
 

0.77 48.44 23.72 0.49 27.72 13.60 

9. Retired/rentiers etc. 
 

3.18 4.14 3.64 4.20 7.91 5.98 

10. Other non workers 
 

20.91 23.16 21.99 20.77 23.16 21.92 

C. Total non workers (7 to 10) 48.67 91.37 69.22 43.61 73.71 58.09 
 

Table 4.1 shows that the proportion of non-workers is substantially higher, 

particularly in case of female. More than half of the population (69% on the basis of 

primary and 58% on the basis of primary + secondary occupations) is non-workers. Two 
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important features that emerges very prominently from table 1 are: there is very low 

reporting of unemployed persons and there is very high proportion female non-workers 

(both on the basis of primary occupation). When both primary and secondary occupation 

statuses are taken into consideration, the unemployment rate increase up to 4 per cent (4. 

56% in case of female), while the percentage of female non-workers decreases by 

approximately 20 per cent (from 91.37% to 73.71%). 

The analysis clearly shows that a substantial proportion of female non-workers 

join the labour force either as unemployed or workers, when their secondary occupation 

is also taken into consideration. Yet another important feature that emerges from this 

table is that, a larger proportion of the female non workers, who join the workforce after 

considering the secondary occupations, join the work force as self employed in 

agriculture and allied sector and/or casual non-agricultural wage labour. The percentage 

of female casual wage labour in non-agriculture increases from 3.54 per cent (primary 

occupation) to 11.53 per cent (primary + secondary occupations), an increase of 

approximately 8 per cent. 

 The reasons for increase in workers’ participation rate (i.e. proportion of 

workers in total population) on the basis of primary and secondary occupations together 

may be attributed to two important factors. One, insufficient income of the workers on 

the basis of primary occupations compels other family members, mainly female non-

workers to join the labour force to supplement household income. Two, lack of 

availability of work in rural areas allow a large number of workers (particularly woman) 

to remain as non-workers. 

 

Worker Participation Rate 

The proportion of work force in population is also termed as Workers’ Participation Rate 

(WPR). Hence, the worker participation rate (WPR) is calculated as the ratio of workers to the 

total population (i.e. WPR= workers/population). Although WPR for overall population are 

approximately 30 per cent and 40 per cent on the basis of primary and primary + secondary 

occupations respectively, it shows a great degree of variations over caste, class, and regions. This 

variation is more prominent in case of female workers. Following the same arguments as 

mentioned above, if a person was non-worker as per his/her primary occupation and was a 

worker as per his/her secondary occupation he/she was classified into workers category for 
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calculating the WPR as per primary and secondary occupations. The consideration of secondary 

occupation for calculating the WPR is important particularly in case of female workers. Most of 

the women are reported as household workers on the basis of their primary occupation although 

they are involved in different economic activities as per their secondary occupationsii.  
 
Table 4.2: Workers Participation Rates (%) for Males and Females As Per Primary and  
Primary + Secondary Occupation Statuses by Caste, Class, Land Size, and District (All ages) 

 Primary Primary + secondary 
 Male Female Male Female 

Caste     
Upper caste (Brahmin + Kayastha) 49.81 0.20 57.06 6.41 
Upper caste (Bhumihar + Rajput) 46.97 0.70 51.30 5.61 
OBC I 57.86 13.40 65.83 47.61 
Kurmi 51.20 10.20 62.65 42.86 
Yadav 52.53 3.19 60.61 37.23 
Koeri 55.81 7.14 59.30 28.57 
Other OBC II 50.83 15.02 58.26 36.15 
SC & ST 54.41 14.87 58.81 48.03 
Moslem 48.44 9.06 56.06 37.40 
Class     
ALNF 58.10 17.74 60.87 53.44 
ALNA 57.14 13.04 59.52 54.35 
ALLF 57.39 12.67 63.38 48.44 
ALLA 61.54 16.33 66.67 55.10 
POORMIDP 55.56 9.86 75.00 33.80 
MIDP 50.84 13.50 61.45 52.76 
BIGP 49.28 1.72 56.20 8.81 
LANDLD 44.33 1.19 52.31 10.98 
NONAG 48.45 5.72 55.21 20.78 
Size of owned land (in acres)    
nil 56.45 12.45 60.08 42.59 
up to 1 51.88 9.65 59.05 35.25 
1 to 2.5 45.68 5.15 54.09 22.49 
2.5 to 5 49.01 2.60 59.93 11.52 
5 to 10 48.24 1.34 57.06 10.07 
10 to 20 43.75 0.00 56.25 8.57 
20 & above 55.56 0.00 66.67 0.00 
District     
Gaya 48.84 9.94 59.30 35.96 
Gopalganj 52.09 10.44 55.31 31.33 
Madhubani 53.27 6.74 55.65 27.72 
Nalanda 53.19 6.34 57.34 38.67 
Purnea 53.13 13.17 64.64 34.14 
Rohtas 50.48 5.00 57.49 25.50 
Total 52.00 8.66 58.62 31.70 
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The percentage of female workers on the basis of primary occupation is found to 

be very low (8.66). However, it can be seen from the Table 4.2 that this percentage 

increases to approximately 32 per cent when the secondary occupation is also taken into 

consideration. For the male workers the percentage marginally goes up to 58.62 from 

52.00. The high difference between percentages of women workers as per primary and 

primary and secondary occupations is also an indication of acute form of disguised 

unemployment among them. This shows that most of the women workers are only short-

term workers and are not employed for majority part of the year. The lower percentage 

of women reporting themselves as main workers (considered on the basis of their 

primary occupations) also reflects women’s perception of their economic work as 

secondary.  This is in spite of the fact that in all the villages, women belonging to  OBC 

communities and SC work in agriculture either as hired labour or contribute to 

household agriculture by their active participation.  

 

“It is only women from upper caste homes who do not work.  In our 

castes women have always worked.  Earlier I used to work within the 

village, but now, that my husband works in Haryana for long periods, I 

go to the neighbouring village in peak season and work.  I also manage 

the land (8 katha) that we have bought”. (A woman from Nuniya 

community during the Focus Group Discussion (FGD) in Kasaila, 

Purnea district)    

 

The FGDs conducted in the villages corroborate with the survey data and reveal the 

strong correlation between male and female work participation rates and caste hierarchy.  

Forward Caste men and women do not work in the fields or engage in any other 

agricultural operations.  On the other hand, both males and females belonging to the 

lower castes and scheduled castes and tribes perform agricultural and non-agricultural 

wage work.  However, there are differences in the operations performed by men and 

women.  For instance, irrespective of the district, women do not perform the ploughing 

operation and fewer men perform transplanting operations.  Amongst the middle castes, 

it is evident that there is a fissure, the caste groups that fall under the OBC-I category 
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very often allows their women to perform outside agricultural work but permit their 

women to regularly assist in own agricultural operations.  Though the same was true for 

the OBC-II caste groups, this is slowly changing today.  Many of them now impose 

restrictions, which prevent women from engaging in wage labour. In some cases as in 

the case of the Koeri of Semhli village in Madhubani district, women have stopped 

working for wages for the past ten years. However, they still work on their own farms as 

unpaid family labour. 

The variation in female WPR across the districts irrespective of their 

categorisation as main or as main and subsidiary can be brought out by the following 

examples. In poorer districts such as Purnea and Madhubani with lower wages and more 

employment days, more women have joined the workforce out of sheer poverty. On the 

other, and much more definitely, the much higher out-migration figure for male workers 

in these districts as compared to Rohtas (see the last section in this chapter) implies that 

women are left behind to manage on their own and they offer themselves in the labour 

market without much bargaining.    
 

Employment Status 

Employment status (in terms of ‘self employed’, ‘casual’, ‘and ‘regular’) of 

workers in age eligible population (i.e. 15 to 59 years) shows a gradual process of 

casualisation of workforce. In the light of declining trends of permanent labour 

particularly in agriculture and allied sector there has been increased casualisation of the 

workforce. However, the employment statuses of the workers and the process of 

casualisation of workforce are distinctly different for male and female. While the 

proportion of casual workers among male (40.02%) among female this percentage is as 

high as 65.56 (Chart 4.1). 

 
Chart 4.1: Employment Status of Workforce among Males and Females 
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There is very low proportion of regular employed among male and female 

workers both, but among females this percentage is as low as 3.89% against more than 

10 per cent in case of male. The proportion of self-employed is also substantially higher 

among males in comparison to that among females. This lower proportions of self-

employed among women workers are mainly accounted by very high proportion of 

women casual workers among lower castes and class. 

 The structure of employment status of the workforce also shows differences over 

caste, land holding size, and districts (Table 4.3). 
 
Table 4.3: Percentage Distribution of Working Persons* (15-59 years) by Employment Status  

    and Sex 
 Male Female Persons 
 

 
Self 
Employed 

Casual Regular & 
others 

Self 
Employed 

Casual Regular 
& others 

Self 
Employed 

Casual Regular 
& others 

Caste          
Upper caste 62.94 13.96 23.10 60.00   40.00 62.91 13.78 23.31 
OBC I 27.94 68.63 3.43 55.00 42.50 2.50 32.38 64.34 3.28 
OBC II 48.28 47.51 4.21 43.14 52.94 3.92 47.44 48.40 4.17 
SC & ST 11.31 81.98 6.71 10.77 87.69 1.54 11.21 83.05 5.75 
Moslem 35.00 63.33 1.67 10.53 84.21 5.26 31.65 66.19 2.16 
Size of owned land (in acres) 
nil 17.71 76.66 5.63 18.37 78.57 3.06 17.82 76.97 5.21 
up to 1 36.22 50.81 12.97 37.93 60.34 1.72 36.45 52.10 11.45 
1 to 2.5 56.89 19.76 23.35 75.00 12.50 12.50 58.47 19.13 22.40 
2.5 to 5 79.10 14.18 6.72 42.86 42.86 14.29 77.30 15.60 7.09 
5 to 10 87.84 6.76 5.41 100.00     88.00 6.67 5.33 
10 to 20 81.25 6.25 12.50       81.25 6.25 12.50 
20 & above 100.00           100.00     
District 
Gaya 54.29 34.29 11.43 62.50 37.50   55.28 34.67 10.05 
Gopalganj 41.26 48.25 10.49 8.00 84.00 8.00 36.31 53.57 10.12 
Madhubani 28.16 56.33 15.51 17.14 77.14 5.71 27.07 58.40 14.53 
Nalanda 33.53 55.49 10.98 40.00 53.33 6.67 34.04 55.32 10.64 
Purnea 45.69 46.82 7.49 34.92 61.90 3.17 43.64 49.70 6.67 
Rohtas 43.62 52.66 3.72 27.78 72.22   42.23 54.37 3.40 
Total 40.02 49.68 10.30 31.11 65.00 3.89 38.90 51.60 9.50 
* including migrating workers 

 

Most of the upper caste workers are either self-employed or regular 

(approximately 63% and 23% respectively), while workers among SC & ST, Muslim 

and OBC I constitute largely of casual wage earners (Table 4.3). This feature is again 

more prominent in the case of female workers. Among OBC I, the percentage of casual 
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workers is higher among males in comparison to that among females (68.63% and 

42.50% respectively). The reason is that OBC I is the lower middle caste in the caste 

hierarchy with some small size of land holdings. Among these castes the women 

workers’ participation is more prominent as self-employed in agriculture and animal 

husbandry. Male members participating in the casual wage labour market supplement 

this minimal income.  In the case of ` land holding class of the households’, landless and 

marginal farmer workers are mainly casual wage earners while middle and big farmers 

are mainly self-employed and regular employed. Hence employment status of the 

workers more or less follows the pattern of a direct relationship with their social 

positioning in the caste hierarchy.  

 

This pattern is even clearer with land holding size of the households. With 

increase in land holding size, the proportion of self employed increases while that of 

casual decreases both for male and female. As far as regular employment is concerned, 

this again increases with the increase in land size. However, this proportion falls with 

increase in land holding size of more than 10 acres. This is quite obvious because large 

holdings are able to give more employment to workers as self-employed. However, in 

case of female workers, there is always increase in the proportion of regular employment 

with the increase in land holding size. Here it is worth mentioning that since most of the 

big land holding households belong to the upper castes where women are not allowed to 

work in agriculture, they increasingly resort to some kind of non agricultural regular 

employment. However, because of very low opportunity of getting such types of 

employment they remain within their homes as unemployed and non-workers. 

There is also a wide variation in the pattern of employment status across the 

districts. The proportion of self-employed is substantially higher both for male and 

female in Gaya. In case of female the proportion is as high as 62.50. In Nalanda also the 

proportion of female self-employed is higher than that in other districts. On the other 

hand proportion of female self-employed in Gopalganj is only 4 per cent, causing a huge 

concentration of female workers as casual labour. The lower percentage of regular 

workers (both male and female) in Rohtas and Purnea (3.72% and 7.49% respectively) 

explains about two contrast picture of development. Since the district of Rohtas is 
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known for higher level of agricultural development and consequently also for one of the 

highest and most monetised agricultural wages, most of the female workers in the 

districts are either self-employed or free labourers in agriculture and non-agriculture 

activities. On the other hand, Purnea has one of the lowest agricultural development and 

consequently low agricultural wages. Because of low agricultural productivity in the 

district the labour employment elasticity is also very low in the district. As a result, the 

intensity of casual as well as attached labour in agriculture is also low in the district. The 

intensity of casual as well as regular workers is the highest in Madhubani (15.51%). In 

fact the district is known for very high intensity of attached labour in agricultureiii.  

 

Occupational Structure 

To examine the broad trends of occupational structure of eligible working population, 

workers in the age group of 15 to 59 years have been taken into consideration. The 

occupations of the workers have been classified into eight major categoriesiv viz. 

agriculture & allied activities, agricultural labourer, non-agricultural labourer, attached 

labour in agriculture, service, caste occupation, business and othersv.  

The occupational structure shows labour market segmentation in terms of Sex. The 

concentration of workers in occupations like agricultural and non-agricultural labour, caste 

occupations, other occupations such as collection of wild products, animal grazing, etc. is 

more prominent in case of female (Chart 4.2).  
 
Chart 4.2 
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The percentage of female agricultural labour is higher in comparison to that of the 

male in all the districts. But the difference is the highest in Rohtas (53.33 for female and 

21.74 for male) followed Nalanda (57.80 for female and 33.95 male), and Gopalganj 

(33.33 for female and 14.88 for male). Hence even in agriculturally developed districts 

there is acute form of gender bias in terms of concentration of female workers in low 

quality occupations. The percentage of female workers involved in the service is 

negligible.  In all, female participation in service is very negligible. Interestingly, as far as 

other occupations are concerned female participation is always higher than male 

participation.  In the districts of Madhubani and Purnea female participation in other 

occupation is as high as 24.84 and 12.82 per cent respectively (Table 4.4). 
 
 
Table 4.4: Occupational Structure of Adult Workers (15-59 years) by District 

  Occupational structure (primary + secondary) 
Districts  cultivator Agricul

tural 
labour 

non-
agricultur
al labour 

attached 
labour in 
agriculture 

service caste 
occupation 

petty 
business 

other 
occupatio
ns 

Gaya Male 37.79 17.44 2.91 4.07 16.86 5.81 13.37 1.74 
Female 47.83 43.48           8.70 
Person 41.29 26.52 1.89 2.65 10.98 3.79 8.71 4.17 

Gopalganj Male 50.41 14.88 11.57 0.83 17.36 1.65 1.65 1.65 
Female 46.97 33.33   3.03 1.52 3.03 3.03 9.09 
Person 49.20 21.39 7.49 1.60 11.76 2.14 2.14 4.28 

Madhubani Male 29.06 17.95 23.50 1.71 18.38 2.14 5.98 1.28 
Female 30.07 35.95 1.96   0.65 2.61 3.92 24.84 
Person 29.46 25.06 14.99 1.03 11.37 2.33 5.17 10.59 

Nalanda Male 33.33 33.95 5.56 3.09 13.58 3.70 6.17 0.62 
Female 28.44 57.80 1.83   3.67 0.92 2.75 4.59 
Person 31.37 43.54 4.06 1.85 9.59 2.58 4.80 2.21 

Purnea Male 45.61 21.75 8.42 1.05 12.28 0.70 9.47 0.70 
Female 46.15 36.54       0.64 3.85 12.82 
Person 45.80 26.98 5.44 0.68 7.94 0.68 7.48 4.99 

 Rohtas Male 50.54 21.74 9.78   9.24 0.54 8.15   
Female 43.33 53.33     1.11   2.22   
Person 48.18 32.12 6.57   6.57 0.36 6.20   

All Male 40.67 21.33 10.79 1.73 14.42 2.25 7.86 0.95 
Female 39.49 42.79 0.75 0.30 1.05 1.20 2.85 11.56 
Person 40.24 29.17 7.13 1.21 9.54 1.86 6.03 4.82 

Note: Occupations have been taken on the basis of Primary + Secondary Occupations 
 

The variation in the occupational structure of the workforce and the gender 

discrimination is more prominent over different castes and class groups. Workers 
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belonging to upper caste and class are generally employed in occupations such as self 

cultivation, service, business etc. while workers from the lower castes and classes are 

more concentrated in occupations such as agricultural and non-agricultural labour, caste 

occupations, other occupations etc (Table 4.5 and Table 4.6).  

From Table 4.5 it is evident that the more than 80 and 65 per cent of the workers 

from upper and upper middle castes respectively are employed in self cultivation & 

allied activities and service sector. In the case of SC/ST, this percentage is only around 

20. Approximately 70 per cent of the SC/ST workers are engaged in occupations such as 

labour, traditional caste occupations, and other occupations. The conditions of Muslims 

is more or less similar to that of the SC/ST as a large proportion of them are engaged in 

either casual wage work or in occupations such as collection of wild products from 

ponds, rivers, common property etc. It is interesting to note that as high as 27 per cent of 

the male workers from Muslim households are non-agricultural labour. These workers 

are engaged in occupations such as construction, brick kilns, earth cutting etc. Attached 

labour in agriculture mainly comes from SC/ST, OBC Muslim households, and I. 

Although there are a few male attached labour in agriculture from other castes also, 

female attached labour come only from SC/Stand OBC I castes (Table 4.5). 
 

Table 4.5: Occupational Structure of Adult Workers (15-59 years) by Caste 

  occupational structure (primary + secondary) 
 cultivator agricultural 

labour 
non-agri. 
labour 

attached 
labour in agri 

service caste 
occupn. 

Petty 
business 

other 
occupan. 

Caste group         
Upper caste Male 56.90 1.41 7.32 0.56 23.38 1.69 6.48 0.56 

Female 85.00      2.50   2.50 10.00 
Person 59.75 1.27 6.58 0.51 21.27 1.52 6.08 1.52 

OBC II Male 52.55 9.80 7.84 0.39 12.55 2.75 8.63 1.57 
Female 60.36 17.75    2.96 0.59 7.10 11.24 
Person 55.66 12.97 4.72 0.24 8.73 1.89 8.02 5.42 

OBC I Male 29.53 24.35 11.40 2.59 12.44 5.18 5.70 1.04 
Female 43.79 38.56  0.65   2.61 1.31 12.42 
Person 35.84 30.64 6.65 1.73 6.94 4.05 3.76 6.07 

SC & ST Male 19.08 46.56 12.21 4.20 6.11 0.76 2.67 0.76 
Female 17.98 72.37 0.88 0.44 0.44 1.32   6.14 
Person 18.57 58.57 6.94 2.45 3.47 1.02 1.43 3.27 

Moslem Male 30.11 11.83 26.88 1.08 12.90 1.08 8.60 1.08 
Female 25.00 39.47        5.26 27.63 
Person 27.81 24.26 15.98 0.59 7.10 0.59 7.10 13.02 
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There are also some workers from Muslims, OBC II, and upper caste households 

who are engaged in petty business. However, there is again difference in the quality of 

works among these workers. Most of the workers from OBC II and upper caste 

households are engaged in some settled business such as small shops, Muslim workers 

are mainly engaged as street vendors, traders etc. The caste wise analysis of the 

occupational structure shows that there has been a concentration of caste groups in 

occupations. Broadly speaking, we can say that although agriculture or related activities 

has been the most widely practised occupation for almost all the landed castes, yet the 

next important occupation, the choice seems to be different for different castes. On the 

one hand, the FC, Kurmi and Koeri were more involved in service and on the other hand, 

the other OBC-II in business, the Muslims, SC/ST and OBC-I practised agriculture or 

non-agriculture labour as their main occupation.  

 Similarly occupational structure also show great deal of variations in terms of 

quality of occupations over class and land holding size of the households. Table 4.6 

presents details of the occupational structure of the workers belonging to different social 

and land size class. It is evident that workers from lower class and lower land holding 

households are largely concentrated in occupations such as agricultural and non-

agricultural labour, caste occupations, and other occupations, while those from upper 

class and land holding size are in self cultivation, service and petty business etc. 

Although the pattern of occupational distribution of the workers is consistent 

with other studies in the region, it is still important to note certain features and trends.  

For instance, a very low percentage of workers is in caste based occupations.  Similarly, 

the proportion of attached labour in agriculture is very low (only 1.21%) and is largely 

limited to the regions of either less developed agriculture or northern Bihar. The PRA 

reports also reveal that increasingly fewer people are opting to work in caste based or 

attached labour occupations.  
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Table 4.6: Occupational Structure of Adult Workers (15-59 years) by Class and Land Holding Size 
 occupational structure (primary + secondary) 
cultivator agri. labour non-agri. 

labour 
attached 
labour in agri 

Service caste 
occupn. 

petty 
business 

other 
occupan. 

Class         
AL Male 24.61 48.24 11.52 3.52 6.64 1.17 3.71 0.59 

Female 26.38 65.14 0.92 0.46 0.23 0.69 0.92 5.28 
Person 25.42 56.01 6.65 2.11 3.69 0.95 2.43 2.74 

POOMIDP Male 70.00    12.50 10.00 0.00 7.50 
Female 72.73      4.55 4.55 18.18 
Person 70.97    8.06 8.06 1.61 11.25 

MIDP Male 72.97    12.16  6.76 8.11 
Female 77.63    2.63  1.32 18.42 
Person 75.33    7.33  4.00 13.24 

BIGP Male 69.03    15.30 1.12 7.84 6.71 
Female 74.36    7.69  5.13 12.82 
Person 69.71    14.33 0.98 7.49 7.21 

LANDLD Male 48.03   1.32 32.89 0.66 16.53 1.32 
Female 68.42    2.63 2.63 10.53 15.79 
Person 52.11   1.05 26.84 1.05 14.53 4.21 

NONAG Male 4.46  30.36  25.00 10.71 26.79 2.68 
Female 32.73 1.82   0.00 5.45 12.73 45.45 
Person 13.77 0.60 20.96  16.77 8.98 22.16 16.77 

Size of owned land (in acres) 
Nil Male 20.45 61.65 1.42 0.57 0.00 1.42 2.56 11.93 

Female 15.96 49.00 10.72 2.12 6.73 2.99 6.61 5.86 
Person         

up to 1 Male 44.79 19.24 9.78 0.95 15.14 1.89 6.94 1.26 
Female 53.59 28.23   0.96 1.44 3.35 12.44 
Person 48.29 22.81 5.89 0.57 9.51 1.71 5.51 5.70 

1 to 2.5 Male 70.55 3.42 0.00  16.44 0.68 4.79 4.22 
Female 82.35 5.88 0.00  1.47  4.41 5.88 
Person 74.30 4.21 0.00  11.68 0.47 4.67 1.87 

2.5 to 5 Male 64.54 3.55 2.13  18.44  11.35   
Female 60.00 20.00   12.00   8.00 
Person 63.86 6.02 1.81  17.47  9.64 1.20 

5 to 10 Male 75.95    17.72  1.27 1.27 
Female 55.56    11.11   33.33 
Person 73.86    17.05  1.14 4.55 

10 & above Male 70.00   10.00 5.00  5.00 5.00 
Female 100.00      0.00   
Person 73.91   8.70 4.35  4.35 4.35 

 

 

  In terms of caste structure too, caste based restrictions play a very decisive role 

as far as male and female main occupations are concerned.  As a result a relatively lower 
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percentage of women in the FCs and a negligible proportion of FC men work as 

agricultural and other manual labour.  Both survey results as well as the PRA reports 

indicate that many caste groups amongst the OBC-II are upwardly mobile and this 

explains the lower female WPR amongst these groups.  Today, it is a well-proven 

phenomenon that the first thing that an upwardly mobile caste group does is to slowly 

remove their women folk from publicly productive activities.  Also, interesting is the 

fact that a larger proportion of women work as agricultural labour as compared to men, 

and in the case of the upwardly mobile castes the same is true in the first category of 

agriculture and allied activities. As the families in these caste groups try to assimilate 

assets, both men and women work hard and try to save a large amount to buy assets such 

as land and animals and as they reach their goals, they begin to withdraw their women 

from the workforce.  

 

Educational Status of Workers 

Among the workers (primary and secondary occupations taken together) 59.91 per cent 

are illiterate (44.44 and 87.97 per cent of the males and females respectively) while in 

the other categories more than 25 per cent had an education level up to middle school 

(15.22 per cent up to primary and 9.97 per cent up to middle). Only 5 per cent of the 

workers (approximately 9 per cent male and only 1 per cent female workers) are 

graduates and above.  The educational status of the workers shows that the occupational 

category is directly linked with the level of education. The workers with higher levels of 

education are concentrated more in occupations like service and business while workers 

with lower levels of education are more concentrated in the occupations like agricultural 

labour and other manual labour. 

From Table 4.7 it is evident that in the service sector only 22.23 per cent of the 

workers are illiterate.  Among the workers in this occupation, 22.19 per cent (22.29 per 

cent of the male workers and 19.09 per cent of the female workers) had education levels 

up to high school and another 18.89 per cent (18.68 and 25.45 per cent of the male and 

female workers respectively) had education level up to graduate. On the other hand, 

amongst the agricultural labour, approximately 85 percent of the workers (80.45 per cent 

male workers and 98.46 per cent female workers) are illiterate.  In the same way in the 
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case of other labour, 53.78 per cent of the workers are illiterate and only 12 per cent of 

the workers have education levels beyond the middle school.  In the caste based 

occupation category although the percentage of illiterate male workers was 38.64, all the 

female workers (100.00 per cent) in this occupation have been found to be illiterate. The 

lower rates of illiteracy, amongst people following the caste-based occupation may be 

attributed to the presence of Brahmins (Purohit) in this category.  

 
Table 4.7: Educational Status of Workers by Occupation and Sex 

  Major Educational Categories    
Occupational Structure illiterate up to 

primary 
up to 

middle 
up to high 

school 
up to 

graduate 
up to post 

graduate 
Agr & All Male 38.98 17.86 16.85 14.99 10.44 0.88 

 Female 91.79 4.85 1.19 1.42 0.75  
 Total 45.69 16.21 14.86 13.27 9.20 0.77 

Ag. Lab. Male 80.45 10.74 5.10 2.50 1.21  
 Female 98.46 1.17 0.06  0.31  
 Total 84.46 8.61 3.98 1.94 1.01  

Non-aAg. Lab. Male 52.99 21.66 13.33 8.69 3.33  
 Female 73.08 7.69 6.41 12.82   
 Total 53.78 21.11 13.06 8.85 3.20  

Service Male 21.79 16.26 17.56 22.29 18.68 3.40 
 Female 39.09 3.64 8.18 19.09 25.45 4.55 
 Total 22.33 15.86 17.26 22.19 18.89 3.44 

Caste Occup Male 38.64 27.81 12.31 13.16 8.07  
 Female 100.00      
 Total 46.68 24.17 10.70 11.44 7.01  

Business Male 26.87 19.88 19.64 19.58 13.07 0.96 
 Female 76.58 6.31 11.71 5.41   
 Total 29.96 19.04 19.15 18.70 12.26 0.90 

Others Male 87.31 10.71 0.99 0.99   
 Female 94.48 4.50   1.02  
 Total 90.51 7.94 0.55 0.55 0.46  

All Male 44.44 19.30 14.37 12.19 8.78 0.90 
 Female 87.97 7.83 1.97 1.41 0.77 0.04 
 Total 59.91 15.22 9.97 8.36 5.94 0.59 

 
By comparing the agricultural labour and other labour category, it is evident that 

in the former category the percentage of illiterate workers was much higher than that in 

the latter category.  The difference is much sharper in the case of male workers (80.45 

per cent in case of agricultural labourer and 52.99 per cent in case of other labour) than 

in case of female workers (98.46 per cent in case of agricultural labourer and 73.08 per 
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cent in case of other labour). This may be because the other labour category includes a 

substantial number of migrant male workers who are educated up to primary or middle 

school. 

Table 4.7 also reveals that in all the occupations the percentage of illiterate 

female workers is always higher than their male counterparts and consequently one finds 

a larger concentration of them in low level occupations like agricultural and non-

agricultural labour, caste occupations and other occupations.  

 As far as the levels of education is concerned it is only in case of the service 

sector and other labour that the percentage of female workers are higher than that of the 

male workers for the graduate and high school category. 

 

Employment and Labour Market 
 
Total labour supply also shows variations over the years with increased gender bias in 

terms of labour participation and types of concentration of male and female workers. 

Table 4.8.1 presents labour supply by caste. It shows labour supply by caste is higher in 

case of scheduled caste and backward caste I households for both male and female. 

Hardly one-tenth of upper caste women is involved in outside work and their male 

counterpart also reports the lowest participation in hiring out. Backward caste II and 

upper caste males are largely cultivators whereas in case of backward caste I, scheduled 

caste and scheduled tribes and Muslims both males and females are largely wage 

labourers.  

 In comparison to the 1980s, the current survey does not reveal much (see tables 

4.8.1 and 4.8.2) variation in labour supply scenario by caste/religion. In case of females, 

upper caste participation continues to be the lowest. The highest and second highest 

work participation rate of females are that of scheduled caste and backward caste I as 

before. 

 Females of the above mentioned caste groups continue to be involved in wage 

labour more that any other castes. But participation of wage labour by Muslim females 

shows a substantial rise. Male wage labour continue to be mainly scheduled caste and 

backward caste I. Tradition continue to debar females of upper caste away from wage 

labour. However, between two surveys, female labour participation rate of upper caste 
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has fallen by more than half from low level of earlier survey. Even female labour 

participation rate of backward caste II and I also show substantial fall from the previous 

survey. As a result, the gender gap of labour participation rate has gone up between the 

two survey periods. 

 
Table 4.8.1: Labour Supply by Caste (all ages), 1999 
Caste Workers(all)/Adults Cultivator (All)/Adults Wage Labour (all)/Adults 

 Male Female Male Female Male Female 
Muslim 88.64 65.72 37.05 21.25 60.51 51.21 
Upper Caste 84.37 10.83 51.26 2.15 10.82 4.97 
Backward II 89.22 59.86 56.10 34.52 34.93 31.39 
Backward I 95.00 77.61 40.36 27.03 66.61 54.94 
S.C. 92.79 81.17 32.22 25.58 80.68 80.56 
All 89.65 56.13 44.36 21.23 48.45 55.26 
 
Table 4.8.2: Labour Supply by Caste (all ages), 1982 
Caste Workers(all)/Adults Cultivators(All)/Adults Wage Labour (all)/Adults 

 Male Female Male Female Male Female 
Muslim 99.92 64.83 77.89 31.59 65.05 28.99 
Upper Caste 92.96 22.84 76.88 8.17 21.17 0.23 
Backward II 93.46 49.42 76.46 32.77 30.37 12.32 
Backward I 99.45 68.73 64.11 43.66 82.24 45.80 
S.C. 94.75 83.48 65.46 50.79 83.98 63.82 
All 93.86 55.50 71.34 30.27 51.97 29.23 
 

Annual average persondays of casual employment in rural Bihar works out to be 

only 95 days per worker. The availability of casual employment is the highest in 

Nalanda and the lowest in Gopalganj. However, there is again a great degree of gender 

bias in terms of availability of casual employment. While in case of male workers the 

average annual days of employment available are 95, it is only 46 in case of female. 
 
Table 4.9: Average Annual Persondays of Casual Employment Per Worker 

 Persondays of 
employment 

Ratio of female to 
male employment 

male female  

District    
Gaya 98.04 65.74 1.49 
Gopalganj 73.11 36.56 2.00 
Madhubani 93.22 22.16 4.21 
Nalanda 115.81 70.95 1.63 
Purnea 95.15 48.92 1.95 
Rohtas 95.08 42.54 2.24 
All 94.57 46.40 2.04 
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The gender bias calculated in terms of ratio of female employment to male employment 

come to be highest in Madhubani (4.21) followed by Purnea (2.24). The gender bias in 

casual employment is low in Gaya and Nalanda. In fact the gender bias in female 

employment is related to regional caste concentration pattern. Upper caste and Muslims 

largely dominate the districts of Madhubani and Purnea, where female participation in 

casual employment is very low. On the other hand the districts of Gaya and Nalanda are 

SC/ST and OBC castes are represented more and female participation in casual 

employment is higher among those castes. 

 In terms of contribution of employment from farm and non-farm sector 

approximately 70 per cent of total employment comes from farm sector (Table 4.10). 

However, there has been substantially higher diversification of employment to non-farm 

sector during the intervening period in case of male workers in comparison to female 

workers. 

 
Chart 4.3: Percentage of Adult workers Engaged in Farm and Non Farm Activities by Sex 

Chart 4.3 clearly shows that there has been negligible increase in the female non-farm 

workers over the years. Although over the years there has been increase in the female 

workers participation rates, the increase has been mainly absorbed by the traditional 

agriculture sector. Hence with more and more male workers diversifying for non-farm 

sector there has been continuous ‘feminisation of agriculture, in Bihar. This slow process 

of diversification of female workers has a direct bearing upon occupational mobility and 

earnings of them. 
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Table 4.10: Percentage Distribution of Persondays of Employment in Farm and Non-farm Sectors 

 Male Female Children All 
Farm sector     
Self employed in agriculture 15.26 10.05 8.24 13.10 
Self employed in animal husbandry 25.05 43.86 73.93 35.25 
Wage labour 19.48 32.33 10.30 22.12 
Non-farm sector     
Self employed 19.25 9.31 6.42 15.18 
Regular salaried 11.01 2.54 0.00 7.54 
Wage labour 9.94 1.91 1.11 6.81 
     
Total Farm sector (local) 59.80 86.24 92.47 70.47 
Total Non-farm sector (local) 40.20 13.76 7.53 29.53 
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 
 

Women employment has been more concentrated in animal husbandry (43.46%) and 

casual wage labour (32.33%). Since nature of employment in both of these two sectors 

are largely unstable the women workers have very little and transitory source of income. 

 

Wages and Earnings  

The wage structure in the rural areas is a complex issue to understand, as different types 

of wage rates prevailing even within a small region (say a village) having causal 

relationships not only among themselves but also with a number of socio-economic 

variables. Not only the demand for and supply of labour which interact on each other to 

fix the wage rate in the rural areas but also caste-class composition of the village, inter-

personal relationship, geographical mobility of the labour etc. play their dominant role in 

deciding the wage structure and rates. In rural Bihar, high levels of landlessness, high 

work participation rates, lower employment opportunities, low to moderate agricultural 

productivity, high intensity of workers’ out-migration, less unionisation of rural workers, 

etc. have led to very suppressed wage rates. In our sample villages the wage data was 

collected at village level through a village schedule and the techniques of PRA.  In each 

of the villages intense discussion with labourers and employers (separately) was held 

and an attempt was made to collect all possible types and rates of wages and mode of 

payments. For the purpose of simplicity we have divided the prevailing wage structure 

into two major categories: i) agricultural wages and ii) non-agricultural wages. 
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Before going into detailed structure of wage rates and mode of payments here we 

present average daily wage rates in agriculture and non-agriculture separately (Table 

4.11). Average daily wage rates have been calculated by dividing the total earnings of 

casual wage labourers, working across different agricultural operations by total number 

of days worked. 

Table 4.11 clearly reveals that the non-agricultural daily wage rates are higher in 

comparison to the agricultural wage rates. In non-agriculture sector the wage rates for 

male skilled workers, such as mason, driver, electrician, plumber, etc. are much higher in 

comparison to other wage rates. There is also difference in the male and female wage 

rates both in the agriculture and non-agriculture sectors. On an average the wage rates 

are lower in North Bihar in comparison to those in the south Bihar region. In districts of 

better agricultural development such as Rohtas and Nalanda the wage rates are higher in 

comparison to less developed districts both in agriculture and non-agriculture. 

The difference in the male and female wage rates is higher in the non-agriculture 

sector, but even in the agriculture sector despite suppressed wages for both male and 

female the gender discrimination is perceptible. After seeing the average wage rates in 

agriculture and non-agriculture sectors the following section presents the detailed 

structure of wage rates in agriculture sector. 

 
Agricultural Wages 

Computation of agricultural wages is a complex issue as it varies not only from village 

to village, but also varies for different agricultural operations at different time-periods 

within a village.  In this study, the wage data has been retained in the form that it was 

collected from the village. For the purpose of analysis it has been classified into three 

major categories i.e. ‘harvest wage’, ‘full day agricultural operation wage’ and ‘half-day 

operation wage’. The wages paid in kind have been converted into rupees by multiplying 

the amount mentioned by the villagers in the FGD by the local prices prevailing at that 

time. The prevailing wages are presented in Table 4.12.  
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Table 4.11: Average Daily Wage Rates (Rs.) 

 Sector 
 Agriculture Non-Agriculture 
   Unskilled skilled 
 Male Female Male Female Male 

Caste      
Upper caste 34.02  41.83  81.54 
OBC II 34.92 33.00 47.61  58.88 
OBC I 31.79 31.24 39.66 35.16 62.13 
SC & ST 34.70 32.10 40.82 37.41 67.30 
Moslem 31.32 28.63 46.70 40.00 72.41 
Class      
AL 33.67 31.62 41.24 37.02 67.83 
POORMIDP   45.80  64.73 
MIDP   39.13  62.64 
BIGP   42.11  65.28 
LANDLORD   57.31  75.00 
NAG   51.23  66.79 
Size of owned land (in acres)     
Nil 33.40 31.07 41.04 37.48 68.27 
up to 1 34.34 33.77 44.39 34.91 61.99 
1 to 2.5 39.67  50.00   
2.5 to 5 32.30  30.00   
5 to 10 29.41  35.00   
Districts      
Gaya 36.26 35.18 42.67 29.22 73.99 
Gopalganj 29.33 28.37 35.27 22.00 72.35 
Madhubani 30.34 29.12 47.94 35.88 61.73 
Nalanda 35.25 31.04 40.50 41.37 65.69 
Purnea 29.44 27.84 35.73 30.00 69.80 
Rohtas 43.46 40.73 40.55 37.60 68.62 
Region      
North Bihar 29.70 28.44 39.65 29.29 67.96 
South Bihar 36.35 34.76 39.50 26.27 71.65 
Total 33.67 31.62 42.07 37.02 66.25 

 
Since within the agriculture sector also there is sharp gender bias in terms of 

types of work performed by male and female workers, the structure of wage rates has 

been devised in a such a way that female workers are paid less than the male workers.  

We can see in the wage table that except the work of harvesting female workers are 

engaged mainly in low paid works. Female workers perform almost all the half-day 

operation. Paddy transplanting is supposed to be one of the most tedious farm 
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operations, which is generally performed by female workers. In recent years there has 

been trend to join this work by male workers also. We can see in the table that even in 

the work of paddy transplantation women workers are paid less than the male workers. 

 
Table 4.12: Average Agricultural Wage Rates in District by Agricultural Operations 

(in Rs.)       
Major  Agricultural 
Operations 

 Gaya Gopalganj Madhubani Nalanda Purnea Rohtas 

Harvest Paddy Male 38.00 36.40 33.50 36.50 32.00 49.00 
 Female 35.00 36.40 33.50 35.50 32.00 48.00 

Harvest Wheat Male 36.00 32.80 33.50 39.50 30.50 47.00 
 Female 35.00 32.80 33.50 39.50 30.50 47.00 

Ploughing (full day 
Operation) 

Male 34.00 31.20 30.50 27.50 26.50 41.50 

Paddy transplanting Male 35.00 35.00 30.50 34.00 30.00 45.00 
 Female 30.00 35.00 28.50 30.50 28.00 40.50 
Weeding (half day 
Operation) 

Male 36.00 35.80 28.50 31.00 27.50 45.00 

 Female 30.00 35.80 28.50 26.00 27.50 40.00 
Notes: i). Wages paid in terms of kind or share of production has been presented in rupees by converting 

payment in kind with local prices. 
ii). Village level wages have been averaged to arrive at wages at district level. 
iii). Weeding, hoeing etc. are half day operations. The wages have been converted for full day 
taking 8 hours of working into consideration.  
iv). For ploughing women were not employed 

 
  

 
                                                           
i The concept is not strictly comparable with NSS classifications of UPS and UPSS as time element has 
not been taken into consideration for the present analysis. 
ii The consideration of secondary occupation is also important for calculation the WPR among children (5-
14 years) as a large number of children are students as per their primary status but they may be involved in 
different economic activities as per their secondary and/or tertiary status. 
 
iii Main forms of attached labour found in these districts were Halwaha, Kamia, Charwaha, etc. 
iv Data on occupation was collected for seventeen categories of occupations, which were clubbed together 
to form seven major categories for the purpose of analysis.  
 
v Out of these seven categories, two need to be explained. Caste occupation included the occupation such 
as blacksmiths, carpenter, barber etc. offering services to higher castes people under jajmani system. This 
also includes the occupation prohiti followed by Brahmins. Second, 'others' included the occupations like 
collection of fodder, food and fuel from jungle or common land etc. 
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Chapter V 

Gender Dimension of Poverty 
 

Rural Bihar is characterised by abject poverty with more than 43 per cent of the rural households 

below poverty line. The state ranks the highest in terms of poverty ratio calculated by the 55th 

round of National Sample Survey. Given the structural link between gender and poverty 

disfavoring women, it is imperative to understand how gender discriminations worsens the 

conditions of poverty for the women in Bihar villages. This chapter is an attempt towards this by 

analysing the levels of poverty among the sample households with various forms and periods of 

food insecurity. Before attempting this, perception of poverty among the poor is considered to 

fathom the nuanced relationship between gender and poverty.  
 

Perception of Poverty and Changes in Living Conditions 

Many studies on poverty that used participatory research methods have revealed that the poor use 

different criteria to assess their quality of life and its variants change over time.  An analysis of 

the criteria used by people in the plains of Bihar show that apart from land and other assets, 

health and physical disability feature prominently in ranking their own well-being. Further, the 

poor attach considerable importance to personal freedom and dignity. This preference need to be 

understood in the context of changing labour relations in the villages leading to greater 

vulnerability to them as the traditional forms of patron-client relationship and secured 

employment have declined over time. 

During the wealth ranking exercise, the standard response was that “most of us live in 

distressful conditions and are therefore poor”. However, further probing and clarification reveal 

that the motivation behind such statement. By identifying themselves as poor will yield them 

some monetary benefit from the state authorities. People perceive and relate to poverty along 

caste lines in the villages of Bihar.  Almost everywhere in the plains of Bihar most of scheduled 

caste-groups, especially the Mushar and Chamar, are perceived as poor.  Most of them live in 

segregated colonies in mitti-phus (mud-hay) houses and are landless. Both men and women work 

as agricultural labor and have many children. They are also likely to have the highest number of 

dropout of school children. They access government hospitals and incur debt to meet the food 

requirements of the family. 
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In a similar vein, a more careful exercise was carried out to find out: who are considered 

to be the poorest in the villages; what criteria do people use to determine the standard of living 

and do people’s aspiration regarding well being differ across districts? An attempt was thus made 

to estimate the incidence and nature of poverty and perceive poverty through the lens that people 

employ to measure ill being and well being.  People identified a number of indicators based on 

the relative standard of living in their respective villages.  The following indicators of poverty 

are identified: widowhood, disability and old age, quantity and quality of land, presence or 

absence of person working in government, ownership of mechanised agricultural and household 

articles, saving and ability to lend, self-sufficiency with respect to food, and the ability to access 

quality educational and health services. 

An overview of the people’s perceptions of poverty in the villages of Bihar is presented 

in a detailed chart. The factors that are identified by the villagers as poverty indicators in two of 

the sample districts viz. Rohtas and Purnea are provided as these two districts represent tow 

extremes in terms of development (Chart 5.1 and Chart 5.2). 
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Chart 5.1: Rohtas 
Village  Very poor  Poor  Middle Rich Very rich  
Amarhi Landless, some are attached 

labour, some are agricultural and 
non-agricultural labour, kutcha 
house, borrow money from very 
rich and rich category, some 
children go to school, cannot 
afford good treatment, stay 
hungry for some part of the year, 
eat one time in a day in hunger 
period. 

Upto 2 acre land, some are 
landless but in good service, they 
also work as ag. or non-ag. 
Labour, sometimes they hire in 
labour in peak ag. season, semi-
pucca and Kutcha house, children 
go to school, afford medical 
treatment, eat well. 

2-6 acre land, govt. or non-govt. 
service, hire in labour, eat well 
over the year, have some savings, 
pucca and semi pucca house, 
children go to school, afford 
private doctor, some lease in land 
on mani basis, mostly middle 
caste in this category, they have 
some agricultural assets. 

6 to 17 acre land, service, big 
pucca house, agricultural assets 
like thresher, pumpset etc, 
some have tractors and other 
vehicles, gun and rifle, children 
go to private school, afford 
good treatment, hire in labour, 
lend out money, bank saving, 
some family lease out land on 
mani basis. 

Above 17 acre land, some 
have 10-15 acre land but 
they have good Govt. 
service or big business, 
have tractor, thresher, 
pumping set and other 
assets and vehicles, mostly 
lease out land, big pucca 
house, children go to 
private school in town, 
hire in labour, lend out 
money. Possess bank A/C 
and savings. 

Samhuti Buzurg Landless, small kutcha house, 
agricultural/non-agri. Lab., some 
are in very bad status, some do 
not send children to school, 2-3 
months like Bhado, Ashwin, 
Kartik are lean period. No 
savings, borrow from rich and 
pay back after working, borrow 
to get treatment from pvt. 
doctor, some widows are in bad 
shape, domestic workers in 
Rajput houses. 

About 1 acre owned land and 4 
acre on mani, get food from own 
land and work in others field for 
extra money. Work and lease in 
land from very rich and rich 
category, some  work as banihari 
(attached labour), but situation is 
better now, send children to 
school, some have pumpsets, live 
in mud houses, borrow from rich, 
afford pvt. doctor. 

Own 4-10 acre land + mani land, 
Govt. job, they too sell after 
keeping produce, they too lend, 
thresher, pumpset. They are the 
ones who have encroached land 
on Son river, pucca houses, all go 
to school, eat well and wear good 
clothes, and they employ agr. lab. 
As they are the ones who cultivate 
on their own, they sometimes 
need money for marriage which 
they borrow from very rich and 
rich, some here too have guns, 
many have bank A/C, they go to 
village nursing home for 
treatment. 

10-20 acre land, pucca house, 
Govt. Job, all go to school in 
town, lend out money, tractor, 
thresher, pumpsets, gun, rifle, 
own some land in town. Sell 
extra rice, bank balance, LIC, 
mostly cultivate on their own, 
go to good doctor in Patna and 
Banaras. Employ halwaha, 
charwaha and other domestic 
servants. 

Own 20 acre land and 
above. 3-4 members in 
good jobs like Dr., 
Eng.,Prof.. Big pucca 
house, big property in 
town, children going to 
private school , tractor, 
thresher, pumpsets, car, 
jeep, truck, shares, LIC, 
bank balance. They keep 
lakhs of Rs.in house, guns, 
rifles, lend out to poor, 
most member stay outside, 
afford good medical 
treatment, electricity 
through generator, lease 
out all their land. 
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Chart 5.2: Purnea  

 Very poor  Poor  Middle Rich Very rich  
Jitwarpur Landless, very old men and 

widow in this category, no 
shelter, begging, no credibility 
of loan, live on mercy of others. 

Landless, only work as  
agriculture and non agriculture 
labourers, scarcity of food for few 
months, kutcha house, heavily in 
debt, children do work, they have 
no clothes, cannot avail medical 
facilities, depend on jharphuck. 

Some own land and mostly lease 
in land, have some cattle, work 
in the field as a labour, children 
work in the field, also some 
members migrate to Delhi or 
other states for job, children go 
to school, give and take loans.  

Own 10 acre of land and above, 
some members in good jobs 
also, afford halwaha/charwaha,  
pucca or tin shade house, lend 
out money, some have pumpsets, 
thresher, ponds and gardens, 
children go to private school, 
afford private doctor. 

Above 12 acre land, 
family members are in 
good jobs, tractor, 
thresher, pumpset, ponds, 
garden, pucca house or tin 
shade, children study in 
town, afford good medical 
treatment, lend out money, 
some savings, hire in 
labour.  They have some 
cattle like cow buffalo, ox 
etc. 

Belabadan  Widow, blind, leprosy disease, 
paralysis in this category, 
begging, stay hungry most part 
of the year, they depend on god 
and luck, child worker in this 
category, they do not get loan 
because can not return. 

Own less than one acre land or 
landless, cultivation on leased in 
land, basically work as agriculture 
and non-agriculture labour, 
himself work on owned land, 
pressure of loan, small hut, 
children do not go to school, 
outside migration for job, afford 
jhola chhap doctor, some time 
stay hungry.   

Own 5 acre land and above, 
pucca and khaprail house, hire 
in labour, land taken on rehan 
(mortgaged land) basis, any 
family member is in job, 
children go to school, afford 
medical treatment, have 
pumpset, thresher; sometimes 
lend out money to poor section 
and at the time of marriage 
borrow from rich.   

Own 10 acre land and above, 
pucca house, septic tank latrine 
and handpump, hire in labour , 
outside job and business, own 
agricultural assets, children go to 
private school, afford good 
medical facilities, prestigious 
position in the village. 

Own 20 acre and above 
land, good job, own 
agricultural assets and 
other vehicles, pucca 
house, prestigious position 
in the block level, all 
facilities available, hire in 
labour, children go to 
good school, can afford 
good medical treatment. 

 



 87 

The charts presented for Rohtas and Purnea show an exhaustive list of factors identified 

by the villagers in each of the two villages of these districts. It can be seen from these 

charts that the attributes associated with rich and poor vary not only across the two 

districts but also across the villages within the districts. For example, it can be seen that 

in Rohtas very often villagers identified ` landless’ as very poor. On the other hand, in 

Purnea invariably in all the villages ‘very poor’ had no land.  We can also see that for 

almost all the categories the size of the land holding varied very widely over the villages. 

Different other attributes associated with different categories also differed in their own 

way signifying the diversity in the nature and extent of poverty within the district. 

However, in all the villages almost all the widows, disabled, very old and deserted were 

classified as ‘very poor’. Business, service, possession of productive assets, vehicles, 

better quality of house, better availability of food etc. were some of the important factors 

which the villagers identified in determining the richer classes of the households. 

From such an understanding of the levels and nature of poverty in these villages, a 

brief summary of a comparison of incidence of poverty across the districts is presented 

here. A comparison reveals that relatively in Purnea, people are not only living in abject 

poverty, and there is less difference between the richest and the poorest except in terms of 

land holdings.  On the other hand, the land seems to be more equally distributed in 

Gopalganj district.  Similarly, in comparison to other districts a higher proportion of 

households is on the brink of starvation in the districts of Madhubani and Purnea during 

the lean seasons.  While there seems to be a sense of dissatisfaction amongst the people 

in the villages of Gaya and Nalanda districts, in these districts, the people categorically 

stated that the hunger situation has drastically improved.  Though the same indicators 

appeared in all the villages, a comparison across districts reveals that fewer children are 

out of school in Rohtas and Gopalganj and that even the poorest and lowest castes in 

these areas try to educate their children.  In Nalanda and Gaya too, most families attempt 

to educate their children.  However, factors outside their control such as caste-tensions, 

closing down of school, lack of teacher etc. prevent the poorest from availing any benefit.  

The highest number of children is not only out of school in Purnea and Madhubani 

districts, but these are also districts where the people are labelled as poorest.  However, at 

this point it is important to note that in Gaya district too, people whose children work are 
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labelled as poor. Across, the districts, the households with a more permanent structure 

(pucca houses), with food to eat all year around, and ability to educate children in private 

schools and treat their ill in private clinics are considered wealthy.  Though in all the 

villages households where women do not work are considered as rich, in many it was also 

quoted as the reason for the economic downfall of the household in particular and 

community in general. 

The difference between districts also arises in terms of ownership of assets.  Only 

a handful of very rich households that own any mechanised agricultural implements 

(tractor, boring, thresher etc.) in the districts of Purnea and Madhubani.  In contrast, a 

larger proportion of households in Rohtas, Nalanda, Gaya and Gopalganj districts own 

both mechanised agricultural and household goods. Further, from the PRA reports it is 

obvious that material poverty is closely linked to the level of household consumption.  

For instance, in spite of owning fewer assets, the poor in Purnea district perceive an 

improvement in their lives and attribute it to migration.  Across districts, in all the 

villages, there is a perceptible air of two contradictory feelings: joy and anger, both 

among the poor and very poor middle and lower caste people.  They attributed their joy 

to the increased freedom in terms of choosing to work or not and whom to work for and 

freedom to decide who to vote for.  In fact most of them welcome the increasing 

monetisation of village economy and casualisation of labour and see it as a sign of 

reduced caste-based subservience.  However, especially in the villages of Nalanda and 

Gaya district, amongst the lowest caste (also the poorest) there is a sense of frustration 

and anger, which in many cases as can be seen in villages Rupaspur-Salempur and 

Kanadi of Gaya district is tightly reigned.  

 
Intensity of Poverty in terms of Consumption Expenditure  

To substantiate the insights from the perception of poverty by the poor themselves, we 

have calculated intensity of poverty on the basis of annual consumption expenditure of 

the households. For this, all types of family expenditure except annual expenditure on 

social ceremonies, such as marriage, sradh etc. have been taken into consideration1. The 

                                                           
1 This calculation of poverty is not comparable with the poverty ratio of NSSO because there consumption 
basket selected here is not comparable with that of the NSSO. Also we have not used any weighting pattern 
for different consumption items. 
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pattern of average annual expenditure on different on different consumption items is 

presented in Table 5.1. The average annual consumption expenditure is approximately 

Rs. 19000, with variations over caste, class, land size, and districts. In terms of this 

calculation from different districts Rohtas ranks the highest with Rs. 22324 and 

Madhubani the lowest with Rs. 17146.  

 
Table 5.1: Average Annual Expenditure (Rs.) Per Household 

 Expenditure (Rs.) on 
 Foodgrains Quality 

food 
Non-food Other Total 

Caste group     
Upper caste 10674 2168 8797 3057 24696 
OBC I 8614 1628 5196 1260 16699 
OBC II 9539 1646 6422 2042 19649 
SC & ST 8406 1348 3924 928 14605 
Moslem 8231 1545 5217 2037 17029 
Class group     
AL 8571 1380 4203 971 15124 
POOMIDP 8912 1617 5231 1032 16792 
MIDP 9949 1752 7051 1719 20471 
BIGP 12345 2291 9707 3235 27579 
LANDLD 9661 2186 8923 4019 24790 
NONAG 7201 1449 4413 1120 14183 
Land size (in acres)     
1 7744 1346 3971 878 13938 
2 8789 1586 5382 1413 17171 
3 10689 2107 8247 2722 23765 
4 12416 2426 10158 4504 29504 
5 15400 3227 15518 7057 41201 
6 16771 2536 18369 5831 43507 
7 19168 4540 23368 12547 59623 
District      
Gaya 9252 1584 6127 1443 18406 
Gopalganj 10663 1931 7109 2863 22566 
Madhubani 8381 1600 5588 1577 17146 
Nalanda 9814 1732 5713 1876 19135 
Purnea 8571 1727 5879 2139 18316 
Rohtas 11306 1882 7906 2230 23324 
Total 9301 1713 6188 1943 19146 

 

The average annual consumption expenditure shows more sharp variations over land size 

groups as the expenditure amount increases very consistently and substantially with the 

increase in land size. Besides the variation in the total average consumption expenditure 
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over caste and class, there is also substantial variation in terms of expenditure on 

different items such as foodgrains, quality food, non-food items etc. The most spectacular 

variation being the expenditure on quality food items.  

  
Table 5.2: Percentage Distribution of Households by Consumption Expenditure Class 

 Consumption expenditure class (in Rs.) 
 <9000 9001 to 

15000 
15001 to 

25000 
25001 to 

35000 
>35000 

Caste group      
Upper caste 8.27 20.47 34.25 17.72 19.29 
OBC II 8.24 27.47 45.05 12.09 7.14 
OBC I 14.19 34.84 35.48 11.61 3.87 
SC & ST 25.87 38.81 24.88 6.97 3.48 
Moslem 15.15 32.32 36.36 12.12 4.04 
Class group      
AL 19.14 37.74 33.96 7.01 2.16 
POOMIDP 15.38 34.62 34.62 11.54 3.85 
MIDP 7.02 26.32 38.60 21.05 7.02 
BIGP 1.94 10.32 40.00 26.45 21.29 
LANDLD 13.51 18.92 29.73 16.22 21.62 
NONAG 17.16 43.28 35.07 3.73 0.75 
Land size (in acres)      
1 22.37 41.32 29.74 6.05 0.53 
2 13.16 29.70 42.48 12.03 2.63 
3 4.20 17.65 40.34 24.37 13.45 
4   10.39 44.16 18.18 27.27 
5   2.70 5.41 29.73 62.16 
6       22.22 77.78 
7         100.00 
District      
Gaya 10.17 29.66 40.68 16.10 3.39 
Gopalganj 10.13 26.58 29.11 18.99 15.19 
Madhubani 19.57 34.89 30.21 7.23 8.09 
Nalanda 10.38 30.19 35.85 16.04 7.55 
Purnea 16.46 30.38 34.18 10.97 8.02 
Rohtas 7.76 20.69 42.24 14.66 14.66 
Total 14.03 29.85 34.79 12.46 8.87 

 

The distribution of the households by consumption expenditure class shows a consistent 

pattern of hierarchy with the caste and class hierarchies. We can see in Table 5.2 that the 

concentration of the households from lower castes and class in the lower consumption 

classes are substantially higher in comparison to that of the higher caste and class 

households. 
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Again this pattern is more convincingly prominent over the land size group of the 

households. In fact none of the households from the top two land classes comes under the 

lowest three categories of the consumption expenditure classes. The land endowment of 

even some middle size also enables the households to escape from the lowest 

consumption class. 

Though we do not have separate date for consumption expenditure of men and 

women across different households some kind of variations in consumption expenditure 

can be seen over women headed household vis-à-vis other households. Table 5.3 presents 

the concentration of households with women head of the households and others in 

different consumption classes. 

 
Table 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Women Headed and Other Households by Consumption Class  

 Consumption expenditure class (in Rs.) 
Households type <9000 9001 to 

15000 
15001 to 

25000 
25001 to 

35000 
>35000 Total 

Women headed 56.10 29.27 4.88 2.44 7.32 100.00 
Others 12.00 29.88 36.24 12.94 8.94 100.00 
Total 14.03 29.85 34.79 12.46 8.87 100.00 

 

We have seen in earlier chapters that there are approximately 6 to 7 per cent 

households, which have women as the head of the households. In these households the 

intensity of poverty is more acute and widespread as most of these households fall in the 

lowest consumption class category. Only 15 per cent of these households have annual 

consumption expenditure of more than Rs.15,000. One of the reasons of high poverty 

among women headed households is that in rural Bihar, women headed households can 

be identified mainly in case of death of the male head of the household. In such a 

situation, widow of the head of the households become virtual head of the family. The 

first problem women headed households face, hence, is related to daily consumption 

expenditure. Because of the loss of the main earning male family member of the 

households and very little access of women in the employment market, the consumption 

expenditure levels fall drastically in these households. 
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Fig 5.1: Annual Average Consumption Expenditure (Rs.) Among Women Headed and Other 

Househods 

 

We can see in fig. 5.1 that the average annual consumption expenditure of women headed 

households fall by almost half in comparison to other households. Most of the drastic fall 

is seen in respect of expenditure on quality food and non food items. This means these 

households are just able to manage their minimum food requirements through food grains 

consumption.  

 In the absence of male and female consumption expenditure date separately, we 

can have yet another estimate to show the gender bias in terms of consumption 

expenditure at the household levels. Based on the consumption expenditure data of 

households, we can see its correlation between ratio of female to male members and level 

of consumption expenditure in the family. Table 5.4 suggests that the correlation between 

ratio of numbers of female to male and consumption expenditure on different food and 

non food items is negative and significant. This necessarily means that as the ratio of 

female to male members increases in the family the levels of consumption expenditure 

goes down. This happens because of various reasons, such as women skip meals during 

the times of shortages, they are the last to take quality food in the family, they spends 

very less on the consumption of non-food items, etc. 
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Table 5.4: Correlation between Ratio of Numbers of Female to Male in the Family and Consumption 
Expenditure on Different Consumption Items 

 Ratio of 
female to 
male 

Total 
consumption 
expenditure 

Expenditure 
on food 
grains 

Expenditure 
on quality 
food 

Expenditure 
on other food 
items 

Expenditure 
on other 
items 

Ratio of female to 
male in family 

1      

Total consumption 
expenditure 

-0.09** 1     

Expenditure on food 
grains 

-0.05* 0.83** 1    

Expenditure on quality 
food 

-0.10** 0.75** 0.57** 1   

Expenditure on other 
food items 

-0.09** 0.90** 0.62** 0.63** 1  

Expenditure on other 
items 

-0.08* 0.71** 0.33** 0.53** 0.56** 1 

**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level. 
*Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level. 
 
Gender bias in consumption expenditure within households also gets reflected in terms of 

expenditure on quality food items. In fact, the correlation between ratio of female to male 

number and expenditure on quality food is negative and significant at 99 per cent. It 

means that the consumption expenditure on quality food increases in households with 

increase in male members in the family. 

  

Period of food shortage 

The poverty-ridden status of the households worsens during the lean season. In the 

months of food shortages these households adopt different coping-up mechanism. Some 

of the most common coping –up mechanisms are: skipping of meals, lowering 

consumption levels, collection of wild products etc. In a poor households there is acute 

gender discrimination in terms of consumption of food. It is well-established fact that in 

rural areas it is the women member of the households who first skip the meals in favour 

of male members. The female members are also responsible for arranging alternative 

food items for the households during the time of shortages.  

In the sample villages, the consumption of essential food items differs widely 

depending upon the extent and intensity of poverty in the villages. Moreover, there is also 

difference in the period of shortage (sometimes period of starvation) over the sample 
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villages. To know the extent of food availability for a poor family in different villages a 

'food calender' exercise was carried out with female family members of at least one 

family in each villages. The information on food calendar exercise at the village level is 

presented in chart 5.3. The chart shows seasons of food availability, shortage, and 

starvation, and types of alternative food items consumed by the households during the 

period of shortages. 
 

Chart 5.3: Food security Situation and Alternative Source of Dependence in Different Villages 

Village Period (months) of food Alternative food 
items Availability Shortage Starvation 

Alalpur-
Bishunpur 

Chaitra to Sawan, Aghan 
to Push. 

Magh, Falgun 
and Kartik. 

Bhado and 
Ashwin. 

Fish, sag, local 
vegetables, kekra. 

Rupaspur-
Salempur 

Chaitra to Sawan, Aghan 
to Push. 

Magh, Falgun 
and Kartik. 

Bhado and 
Ashwin. 

Fish, local 
vegetables. 

Paharpurdayal Chaitra to Jaystha, Kartik 
to Magh 

Asarh, Sawan, 
Falgun 

Bhado, Ashwin Fish, local 
vegetables 

Diwanparsa Chaitra to Jaystha, Kartik 
to Push 

Asarh, Sawan, 
Magh, Falgun 

Bhado, Ashwin Small fish, local 
vegetables 

Mahisam Chaitra to Asarh, Aghan to 
Magh 

Falgun, Sawan, 
Kartik 

Bhado,  Ashwin Fish, ghongha, rat, 
makhana 

Khangaon Chaitra to Jaystha, Kartik 
to Magh 

Asarh, Sawan, 
Falgun 

Bhado, Ashwin Fish, kekra, jhore of 
sattu 

Chandkura Chaitra to Asarh, Aghan to 
Falgun 

Sawan, Bhado Ashwin, Kartik Fish, local 
vegetables 

Mohiuddinpur Chaitra to Jaystha, Kartik 
to Falgun 

Asarh, Sawan, 
Bhado 

Ashwin,  Fish, sattu 

Jitwarpur Chaitra to Sawan, Aghan 
to Push 

Bhado, Magh, 
Falgun 

Ashwin, Kartik Fish, rat, kekra, 
local vegetables 

Belabadan Chaitra to Jaystha, Aghan 
to Magh 

Asarh, Sawan, 
Bhado, Falgun   

Ashwin, Kartik 
Ashwin, Kartik 

Fish, sag 

Samhuti Buzurg Chaitra to Asarh, Aghan to 
Falgun 

Sawan, Bhado Ashwin, Kartik Fish, local 
vegetables and sag 

Amarhi Chaitra to Sawan, Aghan 
to Falgun 

Bhado Ashwin, Kartik Fish, Pareh, local 
vegetables 

 

On the basis of chart, it emerges that in different villages, the period of food 

shortage range form Bhado (August-September) to Kartik (October-November). 

Starvation period for all villages ranges over two months either from Bhado (August-

September) to Ashwar (September-October) or from Ashwar (September-October) to 

Kartik (October-November). In fact, in all villages, problem of food security becomes so 

severe at times that people are forced to depend on variety of low quality food items like 

sattu, ghor, wild sag and animal products like local fish, kekra, ghongha, rat etc.  

Although, many of these items might be even more nutritious than common food items, 
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but these are generally looked down as inferior quality of food and are also not available 

in sufficient quantity in most of the times. 

 

Intra-Household Disparity in Access to Food  

 

 Table 5.3.1 and 5.3.2 shows the distribution of persons skipping meal at the time 

of food scarcity.  
 
Table 5.3.1:Castewise Distribution of Persons Skipping Meal at the Time of Food Scarcity  
CAST Adult 

Females 
Adult 
Males 

All 
Females 

Others Total 

Brahmin 64.52 1.29 10.97 23.23 100.00 
Bhumihar 44.83 1.15 19.54 34.48 100.00 
Backward I 70.00 7.14 7.14 15.71 100.00 
Yadav 67.86   10.71 21.43 100.00 
Koiri 56.00   8.00 36.00 100.00 
Kurmi 46.15   7.69 46.15 100.00 
OBC II 74.60 1.59 9.52 14.29 100.00 
SC 59.78 2.23 7.26 30.73 100.00 
Muslim 67.44 1.16 11.63 19.77 100.00 
Total 62.41 2.33 10.07 25.18 100.00 
 

Adult males hardly skip any meal. In contrast, in nearly three-fourth of all 

surveyed household adult females skip meals at the time of scarcity. Across castes only in 

backward caste I, some adult males ship meal at the time of scarcity. Adult males among 

Yadav, Koiri and Kurmi castes do not skip at all. There are some variations in incidence 

of adult females skipping meals but when other females are added to them, then 

castewise disparity get reduced by substantial margin. 

Districtwise also similar picture emerges. But in poverty stricken Purnea district, 

incidence of adult males skipping meal at the time of food scarcity is the highest. 
 
Table 5.3.2: Districtwise Distribution of Persons Skipped Meal at the Time of Food Scarcity  
District Adult 

Females 
Adult 
Males 

All 
Females 

Others Total 

Gaya 73.27 1.98 11.88 12.87 100.00 
Gopalganj 70.67   5.33 24.00 100.00 
Madhubani 37.78 1.33 16.00 44.89 100.00 
Nalanda 54.55 2.02 9.09 34.34 100.00 
Purnia 91.71 5.85 2.44   100.00 
Rohtas 49.54   14.68 35.78 100.00 
Total 62.41 2.33 10.07 25.18 100.00 
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 Table 5.4.1 and 5.4.2 presents meals taken per day by respondents. Very few 

respondents report to have taken meal only once. Districtwise incidence of one meal is 

high in poorer north Bihar districts (consisting of Gopalganj, Madhubani and Purnea).  
 
Table 5.4.1: Meals Taken per Day of Respondents Districtwise 
District Once Twice Thrice Four Total 
Gaya 0.98 60.78 37.25 0.98 100.00 
Gopalganj 2.63 47.37 46.05 3.95 100.00 
Madhubani 2.65 41.59 49.56 6.19 100.00 
Nalanda 1.01 62.63 36.36   100.00 
Purnia 3.41 28.78 62.93 4.88 100.00 
Rohtas 0.92 74.31 24.77   100.00 
Total 2.20 48.23 46.14 3.43 100.00 
 
 
Table 5.4.2: Meals Taken per Day of Respondents Castewise 
Caste Once Twice Thrice Four Total 
Brahmin 2.56 37.18 55.13 5.13 100.00 
Bhumihar 2.30 44.83 47.13 5.75 100.00 
Backward I 5.00 37.14 56.43 1.43 100.00 
Yadav   71.43 25.00 3.57 100.00 
Koiri   52.00 48.00   100.00 
Kurmi   30.77 69.23   100.00 
OBC II   53.85 33.85 12.31 100.00 
SC 1.68 64.25 34.08   100.00 
Muslim 2.33 47.67 45.35 4.65 100.00 
Total 2.20 48.23 46.14 3.43 100.00 
 
 

Castewise the incidence of one meal is highest among backward caste I. However, 

frequency of daily meals as twice and thrice is more common among middle castes 

women. In fact the frequency of meals taken by women is also related to women’s labour 

market participation. We have seen that among the middle castes women’s labour market 

participation is the highest, hence, it becomes more a necessity for them to take more 

number of meals per day. 

Table 5.5.1 and 5.5.2 present distribution of respondents facing hardship. As a 

whole, only little over one-tenth of all respondents do not face any hardship. More than 

half of the respondents report hardship in few months possibly during the food starvation 

period as revealed by food calendar exercise is enumerated in an earlier section. 

Districtwise more than two-third respondents from Gaya, Gopalganj and Purnea face 
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hardship in few months of the year. Castewise two-fifth of S.C. respondents faces 

hardship when there is no work. In contrast, less than 5 percent of forward caste 

respondents perceive so. 
 
Table 5.5.1: Districtwise Distribution of Respondents Facing Hardship  
District Never End of 

Month 
Few month 
in a year 

When no 
work 

Others Total 

Gaya 6.86 7.84 70.59 8.82 5.88 100.00 
Gopalganj 17.11   69.74 10.53 2.63 100.00 
Madhubani 5.75 15.49 47.35 25.22 6.19 100.00 
Nalanda 14.14 3.03 39.39 36.36 7.07 100.00 
Purnia 16.06 4.66 62.69 15.54 1.04 100.00 
Rohtas 16.51 3.67 52.29 27.52   100.00 
Total 11.93 7.33 55.78 21.12 3.85 100.00 
 
 
Table 5.5.2: Castewise Distribution of Respondents Facing Hardship  
Caste Never End of 

Month 
Few month 
in a year 

When no 
work 

Others Total 

Brahmin 26.92 7.69 58.97 3.85 2.56 100.00 
Bhumihar 21.84 11.49 51.72 4.60 10.34 100.00 
Backward I 3.10 6.98 57.36 26.36 6.20 100.00 
Yadav 10.71 10.71 67.86 10.71   100.00 
Koiri 10.00   68.00 20.00 2.00 100.00 
Kurmi 34.62 3.85 46.15 15.38   100.00 
OBC II 7.81 7.81 59.38 21.88 3.13 100.00 
SC 3.91 5.03 45.25 43.58 2.23 100.00 
Muslim 2.33 11.63 62.79 19.77 3.49 100.00 
Total 11.93 7.33 55.78 21.12 3.85 100.00 
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Chapter 6 

Access to Public Resources 
 

In understanding the gender dimensions of poverty, so far our attention has been on the 

household. The cultural constructs determining the gender endowment disfavour women 

in terms of intra-household food allocations and in accessing other resources within and 

outside the homes. We have also seen that gender discrimination extends to labour 

market segmentation. In this chapter, women’s access to different public resources such 

as institutions related to education, health, water resources is analysed. An attempt is 

also made to see how gender discriminations in accessing these institutions have inflated 

the hardships of women.  

Access to Educational Institutions 

Table 6.1 presents the educational facilities available in the villages. In none of the 

twelve villages there exists an exclusive primary school for girls although within each 

village at least one primary school for boys/co-educational exists. Middle school for 

boys/co-educational can be availed within a distance of five kilometres but middle 

school for girls is accessible only in two of twelve villages. However, girl students can 

access high school for girls in one-third of surveyed villages within a distance of 5 km. 

whereas boys of all villages can access them within the same distance. 
Table 6.1: Number of Villages with Educational Facilities in 12 Sample Villages 
Distance Primary 

School  
(Co-Ed.) 

Primary 
School 
(girls) 

Middle  
School  
(C0-Ed.) 

Middle 
School  
(Girls) 

High/Higher  
Secon. (boys) 

High/Higher  
Secon. 
(girls) 

Religious 
School 

Non -formal 
Education 
Centre 

Inside village 12  3  1   2 
less than 2km.,  
easy access 

  1      

less than 2km.,  
acess problem 

  2  3    

2 km. But less than 5 
km.,easy access 

  3 1 5 2 1  

2 km. But less than 5 
km., access problem 

  3 1 3 2 1  

5 km. But less than 10 
km., easy access 

     1   

5 km. But less than 10 
km., access problem 

        

10 km. Or more easy 
access 

        

10 km. Or more some 
access problem 

     1   



 99 

 
Although there is provision of opening of Angadwadi in every village, it is 

functioning in two villages  

None of the sample village has any school exclusively for girls. The schools 

within the village are meant for boys of which many are converted into co-educational 

institutions because of increasing intensity of girls students. However, it becomes 

extremely difficult for girl students to attend schools of middle and higher levels, as 

there is no girl’s school of that level available within or in the vicinity of their villages. 

The non-availability of middle or higher level schools within or in nearby villages is 

seen as one of the most important discouraging factors for non-schooling of girls in these 

villages. 

The availability of middle or high schools within or in the nearby villages has a 

direct and positive impact on the educational levels of girls. It can be seen from Table 

6.2 that the villages with such facilities have lower levels of illiteracy and substantially 

higher proportion of girls attending middle or high schools. 

 
Table 6.2: Percentage of Girls with Levels of Education  
Villages Illiterate or just literate Middle and above 
with middle or high schools 71.69 17.92 
Without middle or high school 81.48 9.92 
All 78.71 12.19 

 

The villages that do not have middle or high school facilities within or in nearby 

villages have substantially higher level of illiteracy and lower proportion of women’s 

middle or higher level education.  

 In view of the continuously deteriorating quality of education in government 

schools there has been increasing trends of enrolment in private schools in recent years. 

However, the access to private schools also is highly biased in favour of boys with great 

deal of regional variations. In fact the access to private school depends on the 

availability of these types of school in the villages or in the nearby villages. The 

proliferation of private schools in the rural areas also is more visible in districts such as 

Madhubani, Gopalganj, Rohtas, and Nalanda. In these villages the enrolment to the 

private school is more common. Again the enrolment of boys and girls shows very high 
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variations even in these villages. The proportion of boys attending private schools in 

these villages is much higher than that of the girls. 

 
Table 6.3: Percentage Distribution of School Attending Children by Types of School 

  Types of School 
DISTRICT  Non-formal Governmen

t 
Private 

Gaya Boys   98.63 1.37 
 Girls   100.00   
 All   99.11 0.89 

Gopalganj Boys   74.63 25.37 
 Girls   84.78 15.22 
 All   78.76 21.24 

Madhubani Boys 3.23 63.44 33.33 
 Girls 1.32 71.05 27.63 
 All 2.37 66.86 30.77 

Nalanda Boys   87.04 12.96 
 Girls   92.31 7.69 
 All   89.25 10.75 

Purnea Boys   100.00   
 Girls 1.89 98.11   
 All 0.68 99.32   

Rohtas Boys 1.28 85.90 12.82 
 Girls   87.50 12.50 
 All 0.75 86.57 12.69 

Total Boys 0.87 84.75 14.38 
 Girls 0.65 87.06 12.30 
 All 0.78 85.68 13.54 

 

Since enrolment in private school involves direct costs, parents prefer their sons to 

attend these schools.  

 

Access to Medical Institutions, Family Planning, and Health 

Table 6.4 presents the existence of difficult health facilities like primary health 

centre/sub-centre, hospital/dispensary, qualified private doctors, maternity & child care 

centre, family planning clinic, chemist/medical shops in different villages. Primary 

health centre/sub-centre is most easily accessible, followed by chemist and medical 

shops. But maternity & child care centre and family planning clinic in one-third of the 

villages is available at a distance more than 10 km. and that too in many cases access to 
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them is not easy. Even private qualified doctors are also not with easy reach in half of 

the surveyed villages (distance more than 2 km. and access is not easy). 

 
Table 6.4: Health Facilities in 12 Sample Villages 
Distance Primary Health 

Centre/ Sub-
centre 

Hospital/ 
Dispensary 

Private Qualified 
Allopathic Doctor 

Maternity 
child Care 
Centre 

Family 
Plan- ning 
Clinic 

Chemist/ 
Medical 
Shop 

Inside village 
 

1      

less than 2km., easy 
access 

3 1 1 1 1 1 

less than 2km., acess 
problem 

3 1 1 1 1  

2 km. but less than 5 Km 
easy access 

3 2 4 2 3 6 

2 km. but less than 5 km., 
access problem 

2 3 2 2 1 3 

5 km. but less than 10 km 
easy access 

 1 1 1 2 1 

5 km.  but less than 10 km 
access problem 

 1 1 1 1 1 

10 km. Or more  
easy access 

 1  1   

10 km. or more  difficulty 
in access 

 2 2 3 3  

 

The reach of health and family planning facilities is found to have direct bearing 

on occurrence of miscarriages, place of delivery of childbirth, on the nature of assistance 

during childbirth, visit by family planning workers etc. 

 
Table 6.5.1: Districtwise Distribution of Miscarriages 

 Miscarriage     
District No One Two Three Four Total 
Gaya 89.22 6.86 3.92     100.00 
Gopalganj 86.84 9.21 1.32 1.32 1.32 100.00 
Madhubani 95.59 2.64 0.88 0.88   100.00 
Nalanda 96.97 2.02 1.01     100.00 
Purnia 90.34 6.76 2.42 0.48   100.00 
Rohtas 97.25 2.75       100.00 
Group Total 93.05 4.76 1.59 0.49 0.12 100.00 
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Table 6.5.2: Castetwise Distribution of Miscarriages 
 Miscarriage     

Caste No One Two Three Four Total 
Brahmin 91.08 6.37 2.55     100.00 
Bhumihar 96.55 2.30 1.15     100.00 
Backward I 94.29 4.29 0.71 0.71   100.00 
Yadav 85.71 10.71 3.57     100.00 
Koiri 94.12 3.92 1.96     100.00 
Kurmi 88.46 11.54       100.00 
OBC II 92.31 4.62 1.54 1.54   100.00 
SC 96.67 1.67 1.11 0.56   100.00 
Muslim 87.21 8.14 2.33 1.16 1.16 100.00 
Total 93.05 4.76 1.59 0.49 0.12 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.5.3: Districtwise Distribution of Miscarriages 

 Number of Miscarriages Total 
DISTRICT Zero One Two Three Not Specified  
Gaya 89.80 6.12 2.04 2.04  100.00 
Gopalganj 94.29 5.71    100.00 
Madhubani 96.05 2.63   1.32 100.00 
Nalanda 92.73 3.64 1.82 1.82  100.00 
Purnea 95.35 2.33 2.33   100.00 
 Rohtas 94.55 3.64 1.82   100.00 
Total 94.10 3.65 1.40 0.56 0.28 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.5.4: Castewise Distribution of Miscarriages 

 Number of Miscarriages Total 
CASTE Zero One Two Three Not Specified  
Brahmin 95.92  4.08   100.00 
Bhumihar 83.33 11.90 2.38 2.38  100.00 
Backwrd I 95.31 3.13 1.56   100.00 
Yadav 100.00     100.00 
Koiri 100.00     100.00 
Kurmi 93.75   6.25  100.00 
OBC II 96.97 3.03    100.00 
S.C. 92.59 4.94 1.23  1.23 100.00 
Muslim 97.06 2.94    100.00 
Total 94.10 3.65 1.40 0.56 0.28 100.00 
 

Table 6.5 series present occurrence of miscarriages. Only six per cent of women 

reported miscarraiges in present survey, a marginal fall from seven per cent in the earlier 

survey. But districtwise, North Bihar districts of Gopalganj and Purnea recorded some 

noticeable fall. Across the social groups, only Muslim community shows some fall in the 

intermittent period of two surveys. It shows pre-natal care for women have hardly 

changed over nearly two decades. 
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Table 6.6.1: Districtwise Distribution of place of Delivery for most recent birth 
District Own 

Home 
Govt. Clinic 
/Hospital 

Pvt. 
Clinic/Hospital 

Other Total 

Gaya 81.37 7.84 3.92 6.86 100.00 
Gopalganj 78.95 5.26 5.26 10.53 100.00 
Madhubani 89.43 4.41 1.76 4.41 100.00 
Nalanda 78.79 8.08 7.07 6.06 100.00 
Purnia 86.47 2.90 0.97 9.66 100.00 
Rohtas 71.56 3.67 15.60 9.17 100.00 
Total 83.05 4.88 4.63 7.44 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.6.2: Caste-wise Distribution of Place of Delivery for most recent birth 

CASTE Own 
Home 

Govt. Clinic 
/Hospital 

Pvt. 
Clinic/Hospital 

Other Total 

Brahmin+Kayastha 83.13 4.53 5.35 7.00 100 
Bhumihar+Rajput 87.86 2.86 2.14 7.14 100 
Backward I 53.85 19.23 19.23 7.69 100 
Kurmi 72.55 7.84 5.88 13.73 100 
Yadav 70.37 7.41 14.81 7.41 100 
Koiri 83.08 4.62 7.69 4.62 100 
Other Backward-II 86.81 4.40 2.20 6.59 100 
SC 86.05 3.49 1.16 9.30 100 
Group Total 83.05 4.88 4.63 7.44 100 
 
 
Table 6.6.3: Districtwise Distribution of Place of Delivery for most Recent Birth 
DISTRICT Own Home Others Home Govt. 

Clinic/Hospital 
Pvt. 
Clinic/Hospital 

Others Total 
 

Gaya 76.60 12.77 2.13  8.51 100.00 
Gopalganj 91.89 5.41 2.70   100.00 
Madhubani 83.50 8.74 3.88  3.88 100.00 
Nalanda 84.00 12.00 4.00   100.00 
Purnea 84.62 5.13   10.26 100.00 
 Rohtas 71.43 10.20 14.29 2.04 2.04 100.00 
Total 82.14 8.79 4.12 0.27 4.67 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.6.4: Castewise Distribution of Place of Delivery for most Recent Birth 
CASTE Own Home Others Home Govt. Clinic/ 

Hospital 
Pvt. 
Clinic/Hospital 

Others Total 

Brahmin 66.67 14.04 10.53  8.77 100.00 
Bhumihar 82.05  12.82  5.13 100.00 
Backwrd I 86.89 9.84   3.28 100.00 
Yadav 86.36 9.09   4.55 100.00 
Koiri 71.43 14.29 4.76 4.76 4.76 100.00 
Kurmi 87.50 12.50    100.00 
OBC II 90.32 6.45   3.23 100.00 
S.C. 88.31 5.19 2.60  3.90 100.00 
Muslim 82.05 12.82   5.13 100.00 
Total 82.14 8.79 4.12 0.27 4.67 100.00 
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Data on place of delivery of the most recent birth shows some interesting 

changes. Occurrence of childbirth in government hospitals is determined by the facilities 

and in this regard private clinics seem to be better disposed. Moreover, the reach of 

government health facilities has remained few and far between as in the previous survey. 

Occurrence of childbirth in private clinics however is substantial only in prosperous 

Rohtas district and among the Backward caste group I and Yadav castes. In the earlier 

survey, childbirth in private clinics were few in Rohtas and that too only among Kurmi 

caste respondents (see table 6.6 series). 

Nature of assistance in childbirth also shows a similar picture. Untrained Dai still 

assists in childbirth in more than four-fifth of cases as in the previous survey. But 

relatively more occurrence of child birth in private clinic in recent survey has led to 

assistance of doctor in one-tenth of child birth now as opposed to hardly any presence on 

old survey. 
 
Table 6.7.1: Distribution of Nature of Assistance at most recent child Birth Districtwise 
District Family/Friend Untrained 

Dai 
Trained 
Nurse 

Doctor Other Total 

Gaya 9.80 78.43 0.00 11.76 0.00 100.00 
Gopalganj 7.89 80.26 0.00 10.53 1.32 100.00 
Madhubani 2.64 88.99 1.32 7.05 0.00 100.00 
Nalanda 4.04 71.72 4.04 20.20 0.00 100.00 
Purnia 0.00 93.72 1.45 4.35 0.48 100.00 
Rohtas 8.26 64.22 7.34 19.27 0.92 100.00 
Total 4.27 82.68 2.20 10.49 0.37 100.00 
 
Table 6.7.2: Distribution of Nature of Assistance at Most Recent Child Birth Castewise 
CASTE Family/Friend Untrained 

Dai 
Trained 
nurse 

Doctor Other Total 

Brahmin+Kayastha 0.82 85.60 2.47 10.70 0.41 100.00 
Bhumihar+Rajput 3.57 90.00 0.71 5.00 0.71 100.00 
Backward I 0.00 57.69 0.00 42.31  100.00 
Kurmi 1.96 78.43 5.88 13.73  100.00 
Yadav 11.11 66.67 0.00 22.22  100.00 
Koiri 1.54 84.62 1.54 12.31  100.00 
Other Backward-II 10.99 76.37 2.75 9.34 0.55 100.00 
SC 3.49 89.53 2.33 4.65  100.00 
Total 4.27 82.68 2.20 10.49 0.37 100.00 
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Table 6.7.3: Distribution of Nature of Assistance at Most Recent Childbirth Districtwise 
DISTRICT None Family/Friends Untrained 

Dai 
Trained 
Dai 

Doctor Other Total 

Gaya 2.13 6.38 82.98 6.38  2.13 100.00 
Gopalganj  2.70 94.59 2.70   100.00 
Madhubani 0.97 2.91 93.20 0.97 1.94  100.00 
Nalanda   94.00 6.00   100.00 
Purnea 1.28 2.56 87.18 7.69  1.28 100.00 
Rohtas  4.08 75.51 18.37 2.04  100.00 
Total 0.82 3.02 88.46 6.32 0.82 0.55 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.7.4: Distribution of Nature of Assistance at Most Recent Childbirth Castewise 
CASTE None Family/Friends Untrained 

Dai 
Trained 
Dai  

Doctor Other Total 

Brahmin 1.75 1.75 82.46 10.53 1.75 1.75 100.00 
Bhumihar  5.13 79.49 10.26 5.13  100.00 
Backwrd I  1.64 96.72 1.64   100.00 
Yadav   100.00    100.00 
Koiri 4.76  85.71 9.52   100.00 
Kurmi   100.00    100.00 
OBC II   96.77 3.23   100.00 
S.C. 1.30 9.09 83.12 5.19  1.30 100.00 
Muslim   89.74 10.26   100.00 
Total 0.82 3.02 88.46 6.32 0.82 0.55 100.00 
 
 
 The non-popularity of family planning and poor facilities for it are quite apparent 

when both the survey results are compared. Hardly 4 per cent of surveyed women report 

visit by family planning worker as opposed to nearly 2 per cent in the earlier survey. 
 
Table 6.8: Whether Ever contacted by Family Planning Worker Districtwise 
District Yes No Total 
Gaya 4.90 95.10 100.00 
Gopalganj   100.00 100.00 
Madhubani 3.52 96.48 100.00 
Nalanda 4.04 95.96 100.00 
Purnia 4.83 95.17 100.00 
Rohtas 8.26 91.74 100.00 
Total 4.39 95.61 100.00 
 

Women's awareness and practice of family planning and other birth control 

methods assumes importance in the context of gender relations and also poverty. An 

important aspect of women's empowerment can be seen through their control over 

reproductive rights. In practical terms, it would mean awareness of family planning 

method and control over their fertility. 
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 Table 6.9.1 deals with awareness of family planning method district and 

castewise. Nearly nine-tenth of respondents are aware of family planning method, a 

substantial rise from little over seven-tenth in the earlier survey. Districtwise, 

Madhubani remains at lowest rank with hardly any increase in awareness since the 

previous survey. Rohtas has made considerable strides in this regard and ranks the top 

position from the lowest rank in the previous survey. Castewise forward castes and 

Kurmi caste occupies highest positions regarding awareness in the present survey from 

lowest awareness level in the previous survey. In contrast, Yadav, highest ranked in 

awareness in the earlier survey, holds lowest position in present survey in spite of 

increase in their awareness level. 

 
Table 6.9.1: Whether Aware of Any Family Planning Method, 1999 
District Aware of any FP Methods 
 Yes No Total 
Gaya 86.27 13.73 100.00 
Gopalganj 92.11 7.89 100.00 
Madhubani 74.45 25.55 100.00 
Nalanda 90.91 9.09 100.00 
Purnia 95.65 4.35 100.00 
Rohtas 97.25 2.75 100.00 
Total 87.93 12.07 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 91.72 8.28 100.00 
Bhumihar 90.80 9.20 100.00 
Backward I 90.00 10.00 100.00 
Yadav 67.86 32.14 100.00 
Koiri 84.31 15.69 100.00 
Kurmi 96.15 3.85 100.00 
OBC II 89.23 10.77 100.00 
SC 88.33 11.67 100.00 
Muslim 79.07 20.93 100.00 
Total 87.93 12.07 100.00 
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Table 6.9.2: Whether Aware of Any Family Planning Method, 1982 
 Aware of any FP Methods Total 

District     
Gaya 28.85 71.15  100.00 
Gopalganj 19.51 80.49  100.00 
Madhubani 25.86 73.28 0.86 100.00 
Nalanda 21.43 78.57  100.00 
Purnea 27.78 72.22  100.00 
 Rohtas 35.71 64.29  100.00 
Total 26.76 72.99 0.24 100.00 
Caste     
Brahmin 12.70 87.30  100.00 
Bhumihar 13.95 86.05  100.00 
Backwrd I 36.23 63.77  100.00 
Yadav 41.67 54.17 4.17 100.00 
Koiri 22.73 77.27  100.00 
Kurmi 11.11 88.89  100.00 
OBC II 27.78 72.22  100.00 
S.C. 31.52 68.48  100.00 
Muslim 34.88 65.12  100.00 
Total 26.76 72.99 0.24 100.00 
 

 Awareness level was found to be more for Tubectomy (see table 6.10.1) in the 

previous survey and  use of contraceptive pills occupied a distant second position. Other 

methods were of negligible proportion. In present survey (see table 6.10.2) as well, the 

order remains the same but use of pill is relatively closer to female sterilisation in 

awareness level. Caste and districtwise, not much variation is observed. 
 
Table 6.10.1: Family Planning Method Most Commonly Heard 
Caste Pill Loop(IUD) Condom Female 

Sterilisation 
Male 
Sterilisation 

Rhythm Abstinence  Total 

Brahmin 18.18   5.45 76.36       100.00 
Bhumihar 18.92 2.70 8.11 67.57     2.70 100.00 
Backwrd I 20.45     79.55       100.00 
Yadav 7.69     92.31       100.00 
Koiri 29.41 11.76   58.82       100.00 
Kurmi 12.50     87.50       100.00 
OBC II 15.38   7.69 73.08 3.85     100.00 
S.C. 15.87   6.35 76.19   1.59   100.00 
Muslim 10.71     78.57 10.71     100.00 
District 
Gaya 16.22 8.11 8.11 59.46 2.70 2.70 2.70 100.00 
Gopalganj 15.15   6.06 78.79       100.00 
Madhubani 11.76   2.35 85.88       100.00 
Nalanda 22.73   6.82 70.45       100.00 
Purnea 21.54   3.08 70.77 4.62     100.00 
Rohtas 16.67     83.33       100.00 
Total 17.00 1.00 4.00 76.00 1.33 0.33 0.33 100.00 
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Table 6.10.2: Family Planning Method Most Commonly Heard 

District Pill Loop(IUD) Female 
Sterilisation 

Condom Male 
sterilisation 

Others Total 

Gaya 27.17 1.09 69.57   2.17   100.00 
Gopalganj 41.67 2.78 55.56       100.00 
Madhubani 23.43 1.14 71.43 0.57 2.29 1.14 100.00 
Nalanda 42.39 1.09 55.43 1.09     100.00 
Purnia 41.29 2.49 50.25 1.00 4.98   100.00 
Rohtas 66.36   33.64       100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 39.46 2.72 52.38 1.36 3.40 0.68 100.00 
Bhumihar 32.91 2.53 62.03   1.27 1.27 100.00 
Backward I 34.88   62.02   3.10   100.00 
Yadav 45.45   54.55       100.00 
Koiri 40.00   60.00       100.00 
Kurmi 48.00   52.00       100.00 
OBC II 35.59 5.08 55.93   3.39   100.00 
SC 40.37 0.62 56.52 0.62 1.86   100.00 
Muslim 47.22 1.39 48.61 1.39 1.39   100.00 
Total 39.11 1.49 56.43 0.54 2.17 0.27 100.00 
 
 

Family planning method ever used is presented in table 6.11. Ever used family 

planning method shows that one-fourth of respondents have ever used family planning. 

However, it is a substantial rise form one-eighth from old survey. Districtwise, Purnea 

continues to occupy the top slot. But inter-district disparities in the use of family 

planning method have come down since the earlier survey -- geographical spread has 

become more uniform now. Across the social groups, Muslim community continues to 

languish at the bottom. Groups belonging to S.C. and backward caste I show substantial 

rise form low level in old survey. The use of family planning method is very high among 

Brahmins -- nearly half of the respondents are adopting it. However, these findings need 

to be contextualised in the overall development of these communities. 
 
Table 6.11.1: Family planning method ever used 
District Yes No Total 
Gaya 18.63 81.37 100.00 
Gopalganj 23.68 76.32 100.00 
Madhubani 23.01 76.99 100.00 
Nalanda 12.12 87.88 100.00 
Purnia 40.10 59.90 100.00 
Rohtas 20.18 79.82 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 46.50 53.50 100.00 
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Bhumihar 22.99 77.01 100.00 
Backward I 30.71 69.29 100.00 
Yadav 14.29 85.71 100.00 
Koiri 19.61 80.39 100.00 
Kurmi 23.08 76.92 100.00 
OBC II 16.92 83.08 100.00 
SC 17.88 82.12 100.00 
Muslim 8.14 91.86 100.00 
Total 25.15 74.85 100.00 
 
Table 6.11.2: Family planning method ever used 
Caste No Yes Total 
Brahmin 78.18 21.82 100.00 
Bhumihar 72.97 27.03 100.00 
Backwrd I 86.36 13.64 100.00 
Yadav 100.00   100.00 
Koiri 100.00   100.00 
Kurmi 81.25 18.75 100.00 
OBC II 88.46 11.54 100.00 
S.C. 93.65 6.35 100.00 
Muslim 89.29 10.71 100.00 
DISTRICT    
Gaya 78.38 21.62 100.00 
Gopalganj 96.97 3.03 100.00 
Madhubani 83.53 16.47 100.00 
Nalanda 93.18 6.82 100.00 
Purnea 80.00 20.00 100.00 
 Rohtas 94.44 5.56 100.00 
Total 86.33 13.67 100.00 
 

 Table 6.12 shows method ` ever used’ by respondents across districts and castes. 

In present survey, 85 per cent of method ever used is female sterilisation and 8 percent is 

use of pill. Condom and male sterilisation use occur equally only in 3 percent of cases. 

So, the onus of family planning almost wholly lies on female. In contrast, in old survey 

only half of the method used was female sterilisation. Over one-third of all family 

planning method used were male sterilisation and another one-tenth family planning use 

were condom. It shows drastic reduction of male responsibility in family planning 

method ever used. 

 Districtwise in old survey, there was interesting contrast. In Gopalganj it was 

cent percent female sterilisation and in Rohtas it was accounted fully by condom use and 

male sterilisation. In present survey no such extreme contrast is observed. Castewise 

Yadav, OBC II and Muslim women bear the whole responsibility of family planning 
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method is present survey. But in old survey, Bhumihar and Muslim men bore the main 

responsibility of family planning method. 
Table 6.12.1: Method ever used across district and caste 
District Pill Loop(IUD) Female 

Sterilisation 
Condom Male 

sterilisation 
Total 

Gaya 5.56   88.89 5.56   100.00 
Gopalganj 22.22   72.22 5.56   100.00 
Madhubani 1.92   92.31   5.77 100.00 
Nalanda     70.00 30.00   100.00 
Purnia 11.11 1.23 85.19   2.47 100.00 
Rohtas 9.09   81.82 4.55 4.55 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 8.22   83.56 2.74 5.48 100.00 
Bhumihar     95.00 5.00   100.00 
Backward I     95.24 2.38 2.38 100.00 
Yadav     100.00     100.00 
Koiri 10.00   80.00   10.00 100.00 
Kurmi 25.00   50.00 25.00   100.00 
OBC II 36.36 9.09 54.55     100.00 
SC 12.50   84.38 3.13   100.00 
Muslim 16.67   83.33     100.00 
Total 8.46 0.50 85.07 2.99 2.99 100.00 
 
Table 6.12.2: Method Ever Used in Old Survey 
Caste Condom 

(Nirodh) 
Female 
Sterilisation 

Male 
Sterilisation 

Rhythm Abstinence  Total 

Brahmin 8.33 66.67 25.00     100.00 
Bhumihar 20.00 10.00 60.00   10.00 100.00 
Backwrd I   83.33 16.67     100.00 
Kurmi 33.33 66.67       100.00 
OBC II   66.67 33.33     100.00 
S.C.   50.00 25.00 25.00   100.00 
Muslim   33.33 66.67     100.00 
District 
Gaya 25.00 25.00 25.00 12.50 12.50 100.00 
Gopalganj   100.00       100.00 
Madhubani   42.86 57.14     100.00 
Nalanda 33.33 66.67       100.00 
Purnea   76.92 23.08     100.00 
Rohtas 50.00   50.00     100.00 
Total 9.76 51.22 34.15 2.44 2.44 100.00 
 

Table 6.13 presents the road, electricity and public drinking water facilities 

available in different villages. One surveyed village in each district is linked with pucca 

road and the other village in each district is either linked with kutchha road or semi-

pucca road. Public tubewells does not exist in any of the villages. Public wells are 
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relatively more plentiful in Nalanda and Gaya districts of South Bihar whereas public 

handpumps are relatively more plentiful in North Bihar districts of Madhubani and 

Purnea. None of the surveyed villages has any public tubewells. Electricity connection is 

available in surveyed villages of Purnea but not in relatively better-off district Rohtas. 

As a whole, electricity has not reached in five out of twelve surveyed villages. 

 

Access to Other Infrastructural Facilities 
Table 6.13: Public Roads, Electricity and Public Drinking Water Facilities in 12 Sample Villages  
Viilage Type of Roads Public Public Public Electricity 

 (Kutchha -1 Wells Handpump Tubewells (Yes -1; No -2) 
 Pucca -2 (nos.) (nos.) (nos.)  
 Semi Pucca -3     

Alalpur-Bishunpur 3 4 7  1 
Rupaspur-Salempur 1 16 7  2 
Paharpur Dayal 2 5 2  1 
Dewanparsa 1 1 15  1 
Mahisam 1 4 44  1 
Khangaon 3  22  1 
Chandrakura 1 2 15  1 
Mohinddinpur 3 11 7  2 
Jitwarpur 2 1 47  1 
Belabadan 1 1 21  2 
Samhuti Buzurg 1  7  2 
Amarhi 2  8  2 
 
 
Access to Water 

Several studies have pointed out a close relationship between women’s status and their 

access to drinking water.  Time allocation studies have reported women spending 

considerable amount of time on fetching drinking water and it becomes an exclusive 

activity of women, with no participation of men.  This also would lead to increase in 

women’s drudgery and may inhibit them from engaging in any productive activity. 

 Table 6.14 series give distribution of availability of closed and open source of 

drinking water district and castewise in present and old surveys. Except for small section 

of surveyed households in Purnea district, in all other districts respondents have access 

to closed source of drinking water that is a relatively safe drinking water source. This is 

quite a dramatic change for old survey where little over two-fifth of all surveyed 

households had to use open source of drinking water. 
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 Castewise in present survey only small section of OBC I and S.C still access  

open source of drinking water whereas in the previous survey it was widespread across 

different castes mostly in forward castes of Bhumihar and relatively better-off backward 

castes like Kurmi and Koiri. 

 
Table 6.14.1: Source of Drinking water Districtwise 
DISTRICT Source of Drinking Water 
 Close Open Total 
GAYA 100.00 0.00 100.00 
GOPALGANJ 100.00 0.00 100.00 
MADHUBANI 100.00 0.00 100.00 
NALANDA 100.00 0.00 100.00 
PURNEA 97.10 2.90 100.00 
ROHTAS 100.00 0.00 100.00 
TOTAL 99.27 0.73 100.00 
 
Table 6.14.2: Source of Drinking water Castewise 
Caste Source of Drinking Water 

 Close Open Total 
BRAH+KAYASTH 100.00 0.00 100.00 
BHUMI+RAJPUT 100.00 0.00 100.00 
OBC I 96.43 3.57 100.00 
KURMI 100.00 0.00 100.00 
YADAV 100.00 0.00 100.00 
KOIRI 100.00 0.00 100.00 
OBC II 100.00 0.00 100.00 
SC 99.44 0.56 100.00 
UP MUSLIM 100.00 0.00 100.00 
BACK MUSLIM 100.00 0.00 100.00 
TOTAL 99.27 0.73 100.00 
 
Table 6.14.3: Source of Drinking Water Districtwise 

 Source of Drinking water 
District Close Open Total 
Gaya 7.25 92.75 100.00 
Gopalganj 54.39 45.61 100.00 
Madhubani 80.95 19.05 100.00 
Nalanda 22.89 77.11 100.00 
Purnea 79.31 20.69 100.00 
Rohtas 63.01 36.99 100.00 
Total 57.25 42.75 100.00 
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Table 6.14.4: Source of Drinking Water Castewise 
 Source of Drinking water 

CASTE Close Open Total 
Brahmin 68.83 31.17 100.00 
Bhumihar 43.10 56.90 100.00 
Backwrd I 58.59 41.41 100.00 
Yadav 66.67 33.33 100.00 
Koiri 37.04 62.96 100.00 
Kurmi 34.62 65.38 100.00 
OBC II 54.17 45.83 100.00 
S.C. 57.14 42.86 100.00 
Muslim 71.67 28.33 100.00 
Total 57.25 42.75 100.00 
 

 Since most of the respondents household has access to closed source of drinking 

water it will be useful to examine in detail the closed source of drinking water (see series 

of tables 6.15). As a whole, nearly two-third of all households has own personal 

handpump but it varies widely across districts. In four districts (namely Gaya, 

Gopalganj, Purnea and Rohtas) more than two-third of all households have access to 

personal handpump. But in Madhubani and Nalanda districts more than half of thea 

househods rely either on others private handpump or on public handpump. In old survey, 

major source of closed drinking wate was public handpump followed by personal 

handpump. In Nalanda district, reliance on public handpump was total. 

 Castewise, except for S.C., in all other castes major source is personal 

handpump. In earlier survey, except for Bhumihar, Koiri and other backward caste II, all 

other castes mostly relied on public handpumps. 
 
Table 6.15.1: Main Source of Drinking Water Districtwise 

 Drinking water   
District Personal 

Handpump 
Other Pvt. 
Handpump 

Public HP Total 

Gaya 66.15 15.38 18.46 100.00 
Gopalganj 90.54 8.11 1.35 100.00 
Madhubani 40.54 32.88 26.58 100.00 
Nalanda 43.48 15.22 41.30 100.00 
Purnia 71.43 21.69 6.88 100.00 
Rohtas 85.42 9.38 5.21 100.00 
Total 63.15 21.10 15.75 100.00 
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Table 6.15.2: Main Source of Drinking Water Classwise 
 drinking water   

Caste Personal 
Handpump 

Other Pvt. 
Handpump 

Public HP Total 

Brahmin 81.88 14.77 3.36 100.00 
Bhumihar 60.53 32.89 6.58 100.00 
Backward I 50.00 30.36 19.64 100.00 
Yadav 96.00   4.00 100.00 
Koiri 75.76 15.15 9.09 100.00 
Kurmi 86.96 8.70 4.35 100.00 
OBC II 69.64 12.50 17.86 100.00 
SC 38.06 28.36 33.58 100.00 
Muslim 64.29 15.48 20.24 100.00 
Total 63.15 21.10 15.75 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.15.3: Main Source of Drinking Water Districtwise 

 Main Source of Drinking water  Total 
District Personal 

Handpump 
Oth. Pvt. 
Handpump 

Public 
Handpump 

 

Gaya 60.00 20.00 20.00 100.00 
Gopalganj 61.29 29.03 9.68 100.00 
Madhubani 21.85 15.97 62.18 100.00 
Nalanda   100.00 100.00 
Purnea 35.87 32.61 31.52 100.00 
 Rohtas 36.96 4.35 58.70 100.00 
Total 31.41 19.55 49.04 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.15.4: Main Source of Drinking Water Castewise 

 Main Source of Drinking water   
CASTE Personal 

Handpump 
Oth. Pvt. 
Handpump 

Public 
Handpump 

Total 

Brahmin 64.15 32.08 3.77 100.00 
Bhumihar 36.00 20.00 44.00 100.00 
Backwrd I 12.07 6.90 81.03 100.00 
Yadav 35.00 5.00 60.00 100.00 
Koiri 90.00  10.00 100.00 
Kurmi 22.22 11.11 66.67 100.00 
OBC II 53.85 19.23 26.92 100.00 
S.C. 5.88 7.35 86.76 100.00 
Muslim 27.91 53.49 18.60 100.00 
Total 31.41 19.55 49.04 100.00 
 

 Location of drinking water supply gives an idea about time spent in fetching 

drinking water. More than two-third of the households fetch water either from within 

home or close by home. However, in two south Bihar districts of Nalanda and Rohtas, 

household members have to fetch water from a distance within tola. This is quite in 

contrast to old survey, where four-fifth of all households could fetch water from either 
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within house or close by home. Accessing safe drinking water has somewhat increased 

the distance travelled in fetching drinking water. 
 
Table 6.16: Sex of the Person Fetching Water 
District Women Men Total 
Gaya 89.04 10.96 100.00 
Gopalganj 75.00 25.00 100.00 
Madhubani 96.44 3.56 100.00 
Nalanda 79.12 20.88 100.00 
Purnia 72.46 27.54 100.00 
Rohtas 96.43 3.57 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 77.50 22.50 100.00 
Bhumihar 89.47 10.53 100.00 
Backward I 89.58 10.42 100.00 
Yadav 100.00   100.00 
Koiri 100.00   100.00 
Kurmi 83.33 16.67 100.00 
OBC II 84.38 15.63 100.00 
SC 90.32 9.68 100.00 
Muslim 94.55 5.45 100.00 
Total 89.07 10.93 100.00 
 

 It can be seen from table 6.16 that fetching drinking is mainly responsibility of 

women. In nine-tenth of all surveyed households it is woman who fetch water. In two 

north Bihar districts of Gopalganj and Purnea at least in one-fourth of households men 

fetch water. Castewise Brahmin men seem to fare best on this count. 

 It is to be noted that, most women traverse several hundreds of meters to fetch 

water especially during summer season.  PRA exercises on this are quite interesting, as 

many women complain of problems encountered in fetching water during summer 

season. 
 
Table 6.17.1: Distribution of Location of Drinking Water Districtwise 

 Distance from Home Total 
District Inside house close by house Within tola Outside tola Not Specified 
Gaya 27.78 38.89 5.56 5.56 22.22 100.00 
Gopalganj 66.67 22.22     11.11 100.00 
Madhubani 31.61 41.94 20.65 4.52 1.29 100.00 
Nalanda 25.00 13.89 55.56 5.56   100.00 
Purnia 28.38 28.38 24.32 5.41 13.51 100.00 
Rohtas 16.67 16.67 66.67     100.00 
Total 30.00 33.23 26.77 4.52 5.48 100.00 
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Table 6.17.2: Distribution of Location of Drinking Water Castewise 
Caste Distance from Home  

 Inside house close by house Within tola Outside tola Not Specified Total 
Brahmin 41.03 28.21 12.82 5.13 12.82 100.00 
Bhumihar 46.15 46.15 7.69     100.00 
Backward I 22.54 33.80 38.03 1.41 4.23 100.00 
Yadav 25.00 25.00 50.00    100.00 
Koiri 15.38 38.46 38.46   7.69 100.00 
Kurmi 50.00   50.00     100.00 
OBC II 36.36 18.18 27.27   18.18 100.00 
SC 28.72 35.11 27.66 8.51   100.00 
Muslim 25.64 35.90 25.64 7.69 5.13 100.00 
Total 30.00 33.23 26.77 4.52 5.48 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.17.3: Distribution of Location of Drinking Water Districtwise 

 Distance from Home Total 
District Inside House Close by House Within Tola Outside Tola  
Gaya 31.88 49.28 13.04 5.80 100.00 
Gopalganj 33.33 57.89 7.02 1.75 100.00 
Madhubani 19.73 58.50 19.05 2.72 100.00 
Nalanda 18.07 65.06 15.66 1.20 100.00 
Purnea 28.45 43.97 19.83 7.76 100.00 
 Rohtas 41.10 54.79 4.11  100.00 
Total 27.16 54.68 14.68 3.49 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.17.4: Distribution of Location of Drinking Water Classwise 

 Distance from Home    Total 
CASTE Inside House Close by House Within Tola Outside 

Tola 
 

Brahmin 57.14 35.06 6.49 1.30 100.00 
Bhumihar 48.28 43.10 6.90 1.72 100.00 
Backwrd I 8.08 70.71 16.16 5.05 100.00 
Yadav 30.00 46.67 20.00 3.33 100.00 
Koiri 40.74 51.85 3.70 3.70 100.00 
Kurmi 34.62 46.15 19.23  100.00 
OBC II 45.83 47.92 6.25  100.00 
S.C. 4.20 72.27 18.49 5.04 100.00 
Muslim 20.00 43.33 30.00 6.67 100.00 
Total 27.16 54.68 14.68 3.49 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.17* provides information on time taken in accessing drinking water. 

On an average, it is reported that women spend 23 minutes to fetch water from any 

source for the household use.  While the average is somewhat misleading here, it is to be 

noted that in places like Nalanda, it takes over 45 minutes to fetch water.   
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Table 6.17*: Average time spent per day on collecting water by district 
DISTRICT AVRAGE/DAY NO. 
GAYA 0.20 102 
GOPALGANJ 0.16 76 
MADHUBANI 0.34 227 
NALANDA 0.47 99 
PURNEA 0.08 207 
ROHTAS 0.11 109 
TOTAL 0.23 820 
 
Access to Fuel 

Along with water, another important basic amenity is access to fuel at household level 

for cooking and other purposes. Table 6.17 series provides information on type of fuel 

used in the earlier as well as in present survey. In the earlier survey, kerosene was not 

used as fuel at all but presently a very small proportion of household use this modern 

fuel. Another significant change that can be observed from the previous survey is 

substantial rise in use of wood as fuel in place of straw, leaf and cow dung.  More than 

30 percent of households now rely on wood as fuel in place of less than 10 percent in 

earlier survey. Still, cow dung continues to remain as largest source of fuel although its 

importance has fallen. Now, only half of the households rely on cow dung in place of 

two-third in old survey. Using wood as fuel has a grave implication on depleted forest 

resources in rural Bihar. 

 At district level, in Rohtas and Purnea districts, use of wood as fuel has shown 

marginal increase. But other four districts show substantial rise in use of wood as fuel. In 

two North Bihar district of Gopalganj and Madhubani , almost more than half of the 

households use it as main source of fuel. In old survey, forward castes (Brahmin and 

Bhumihar) and OBC II was the main user but now it has spread to all caste categories 

and that too in significant proportion. As can be seen in the following tables that fuel 

particularly wood in rural Bihar is largely collected, cut and dried and as this activity is 

largely borne by women, greater use of it adds to drudgery of women work. 
 



 118 

Table 6.18.1: Distribution of Type of Cooking Fuel Used Districtwise 
DISTRICT Type of  Fuel  used 

Cow-
dung 

Wood Grass leaf Kerosene Coal Other Total 

GAYA 65.69 28.43 3.92     1.96 100.00 
GOPALGANJ 22.37 53.95 17.11   1.32 5.26 100.00 
MADHUBANI 34.36 48.46 15.42 1.76     100.00 
NALANDA 57.58 32.32 5.05 3.03   2.02 100.00 
PURNEA 42.03 17.39 23.19 0.48   16.91 100.00 
ROHTAS 91.74 3.67 1.83 1.83 0.92   100.00 
TOTAL 49.51 30.73 13.05 1.22 0.24 5.24 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.18.2: Distribution of Type of Cooking Fuel Used Castewise 
CASTE Type of  Fuel  used 

Cow-
dung 

Wood Grass leaf Kerosene Coal Other Total 

Brahmin 51.59 34.39 8.28 1.27 0.64 3.82 100.00 
Bhumihar 45.98 44.83 4.60 3.45   1.15 100.00 
Backward I 50.71 22.86 17.86 0.71 0.71 7.14 100.00 
Yadav 75.00 14.29 10.71       100.00 
Koiri 82.35 15.69 1.96       100.00 
Kurmi 65.38 23.08 3.85     7.69 100.00 
OBC II 50.77 27.69 13.85 3.08   4.62 100.00 
SC 46.67 29.44 16.67 0.56   6.67 100.00 
Muslim 19.77 44.19 24.42 1.16   10.47 100.00 
Total 49.51 30.73 13.05 1.22 0.24 5.24 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.18.3: Distribution of Type of Cooking Fuel Used Districtwise 

 Type of Cooking 
Fuel Used 

   Total 

District Cow Dung Wood Straw, leaves Coal Not Specified  
Gaya 78.26 4.35 14.49  2.90 100.00 
Gopalganj 50.88 14.04 33.33  1.75 100.00 
Madhubani 59.86 8.16 31.97   100.00 
Nalanda 80.72 1.20 16.87 1.20  100.00 
Purnea 50.86 18.10 29.31  1.72 100.00 
 Rohtas 91.78 1.37 6.85   100.00 
Total 66.79 8.44 23.67 0.18 0.92 100.00 
 
 
Table 6.18.4: Distribution of Type of Cooking Fuel Used Castewise 

 Type of Cooking 
Fuel Used 

   Total 

CASTE Cow Dung Wood Straw, leaves Coal Not Specified  
Brahmin 76.62 14.29 7.79  1.30 100.00 
Bhumihar 58.62 17.24 20.69  3.45 100.00 
Backwrd I 55.56 5.05 38.38  1.01 100.00 
Yadav 93.33  6.67   100.00 
Koiri 77.78 3.70 18.52   100.00 
Kurmi 84.62 7.69 3.85 3.85  100.00 
OBC II 68.75 18.75 10.42  2.08 100.00 
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S.C. 70.59 4.20 25.21   100.00 
Muslim 45.00 5.00 50.00   100.00 
Total 66.79 8.44 23.67 0.18 0.92 100.00 
 

It can be observed from table 6.19 that in rural Bihar fuel is largely collected than 

a priced commodity. Three-fourth of all surveyed households collects them and another 

one-tenth partially procures them. Districtwise, households in Gaya purchase fuel most 

but that too only one-fourth of them. Castewise, expectedly forward caste and some 

better of backward castes like Kurmi and Yadav purchase fuel most. In contrast, poorest 

S.C. mostly procures them. 
 
Table 6.19: Procurement of Fuel whether Purchased or Collected 
District Collect Purchase Partial 

purchase 
Total 

Gaya 60.44 27.47 12.09 100.00 
Gopalganj 80.65 6.45 12.90 100.00 
Madhubani 81.25 12.05 6.70 100.00 
Nalanda 75.26 16.49 8.25 100.00 
Purnia 73.01 12.27 14.72 100.00 
Rohtas 88.75 10.00 1.25 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 61.48 20.49 18.03 100.00 
Bhumihar 67.90 20.99 11.11 100.00 
Backward I 81.45 11.29 7.26 100.00 
Yadav 57.14 23.81 19.05 100.00 
Koiri 84.62 10.26 5.13 100.00 
Kurmi 58.33 20.83 20.83 100.00 
OBC II 71.43 19.64 8.93 100.00 
SC 90.64 5.85 3.51 100.00 
Muslim 82.28 11.39 6.33 100.00 
Total 76.71 13.95 9.34 100.00 
 
 

As in the case of fetching water, collecting fuel is mainly the responsibility of women. 

Households who collect fuel, in three-fourth of them it is the responsibility of women to 

do it. Districtwise, only in Gopalganj in more than one-third of households male 

members collect fuel. Castewise, again forward caste men fare the best. At least in half 

of households in these castes, male members collect fuel. Worst sufferers are S.C., 

Muslim and backward I caste. Women belonging to these groups, around nine-tenth of 

cases engages in this. 
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Table 6.20: Sex of the Person Collecting Fuel 
District Female Male Total 
Gaya 77.78 22.22 100.00 
Gopalganj 63.83 36.17 100.00 
Madhubani 77.72 22.28 100.00 
Nalanda 69.51 30.49 100.00 
Purnia 78.26 21.74 100.00 
Rohtas 75.29 24.71 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 49.47 50.53 100.00 
Bhumihar 50.88 49.12 100.00 
Backward I 83.04 16.96 100.00 
Yadav 76.47 23.53 100.00 
Koiri 81.08 18.92 100.00 
Kurmi 70.00 30.00 100.00 
OBC II 71.43 28.57 100.00 
SC 88.13 11.88 100.00 
Muslim 89.71 10.29 100.00 
Total 75.33 24.67 100.00 
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Chapter VII 

CONTROL OVER PHYSICAL MOBILITY, REPRODUCTIVE FUNCTIONS,  

AND DECISION MAKING 

 

Physical Mobility 

The existence of restrictions on women's physical mobility is one of the major reflections 

of women's status in society. These restrictions arise in the form of various tradition and 

customs in patriarchal society. Restrictions arise from various sources -- whether within 

home, norms prevalent in society, law and order problem, social and religious tensions 

etc. The non-conforming social norms and situation further reinforces the sense of 

insecurity within women and instil fears within other members in her households. 

 Table 1 shows distribution of reasons to visit in other places by purpose of visits. 

Marketing/shopping is the reason mentioned by respondents in two-fifth of cases. It is 

followed by visit to family. In old survey reasons to visit outside is available in two parts 

-- to other villages and to town.  Major occurrence in both visit to other villages and town 

are visit to family and health related. Work/business is the second most important reason 

in visit to other villages whereas in case of visit to town shopping becomes the second 

most important. 

 Across castes in present survey, visit for work/business is almost negligible for 

forward castes of Bhumihar and Brahmin whereas in old survey for Brahmin caste it was 

also of negligible importance. For backward caste I, Muslim and S.C communities' 

reasons to visit for work/business was comparatively higher in both surveys. 

 
Table 1: Percentage Distribution of Reasons to Visit to Other Places  
Caste Work/ 

Business 
Visit to 
family 

other 
recreation 

market/ 
shopping 

Total 

Brahmin 1.40 38.17 7.10 53.33 100.00 
Bhumihar 1.64 42.55 11.36 44.44 100.00 
Backward I 19.39 30.94 14.82 34.86 100.00 
Yadav 21.43 40.48 7.94 30.16 100.00 
Koiri 21.38 35.98 8.96 33.67 100.00 
Kurmi 27.38 22.62 11.90 38.10 100.00 
OBC II 16.57 31.80 11.98 39.64 100.00 
SC 27.15 25.70 13.80 33.36 100.00 
Muslim 17.08 25.84 13.30 43.78 100.00 
Total 17.00 31.62 11.85 39.53 100.00 
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Table 1ap: Percentage Distribution of Reasons for Visit to Other Villages 
 Reasons for Visit in Other Villages  Total 

 Work/business Marketing Shopping Health-related Visits to 
Family 

Other 
Recreational 

Others  

Caste 
Brahmin     3.64 18.18 63.64 9.09 5.45 100.00 
Bhumihar 13.95 2.33 4.65 30.23 44.19 4.65   100.00 
Backwrd I 20.83 1.39 33.33 16.67 27.78     100.00 
Yadav 20.83 12.50 20.83 12.50 33.33     100.00 
Koiri 26.09     17.39 52.17   4.35 100.00 
Kurmi 11.76   17.65 23.53 47.06     100.00 
OBC II 8.33 5.56 19.44 8.33 58.33     100.00 
S.C. 34.78 2.17 15.22 18.48 28.26 1.09   100.00 
Muslim 23.53 2.94 29.41 17.65 26.47     100.00 
Total 19.40 2.52 17.13 18.14 39.80 2.02 1.01 100.00 
 
 
Table 1bp: Percentage Distribution of Reasons for Visit to Towns 

 Reasons for Visit to Other Towns  Total 
 Work/business Marketing Shopping Health-related Visits to 

Family 
Other 
Recreational 

Others  

Caste 
Brahmin 2.13     59.57 19.15 8.51 10.64 100.00 
Bhumihar 2.33 2.33 11.63 39.53 25.58 11.63 6.98 100.00 
Backwrd I 4.17 6.25 18.75 56.25 10.42 4.17   100.00 
Yadav   7.69 53.85 30.77   7.69   100.00 
Koiri   6.25   62.50 25.00 6.25   100.00 
Kurmi 6.25   31.25 43.75 12.50   6.25 100.00 
OBC II     37.04 33.33 18.52 11.11   100.00 
S.C. 9.62 9.62 19.23 36.54 17.31 5.77 1.92 100.00 
Muslim 8.33 4.17 33.33 41.67 4.17 8.33   100.00 
Total 4.18 4.18 19.16 45.64 16.03 7.32 3.48 100.00 
 

 Women face major restriction of physical mobility during the period of their 

menstruation. There have been several kinds of social and customary binding upon the 

women to visit different places during this period. Table 2 and 3 present restriction on 

mobility to different places during menstruation within home and outside home across. 

Within home restriction is limited to only kitchen and worship places with two-third 

respondents mentioning it. Restriction on women during this period outside home to 

outside work, social function and neighbours house is reported by more than nine-tenth of 

all respondents. From table 3 it is evident that during this period the movements of 

women out-side home is almost completely restricted. There is not much variation across 

castes regarding these restrictions. It seems these restrictions are governed more or less 

by common social tradition in rural Bihar. 
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Table 2: Restriction on Mobility during Menstruation within Home 
Caste No restriction Only certain 

places 
Only kitchen & 
worship places 

Total 

Brahmin 7.64 21.02 71.34 100.00 
Bhumihar 19.54 14.94 65.52 100.00 
Backward I 17.14 25.71 57.14 100.00 
Yadav 7.14 14.29 78.57 100.00 
Koiri 11.76 19.61 68.63 100.00 
Kurmi 23.08 15.38 61.54 100.00 
OBC II 10.77 13.85 75.38 100.00 
SC 21.11 17.78 61.11 100.00 
Muslim 11.76 23.53 64.71 100.00 
Total 14.90 19.66 65.45 100.00 
 
Table 3: Restriction on Movement during Menstruation outside Home 
Caste Outside work  Place of 

worship 
Social function Neighbour's  

house 
Brahmin 82.80 1.35 87.25 94.63 
Bhumihar 88.51   98.82 96.47 
Backward I 92.86 3.82 91.34 92.97 
Yadav 71.43   95.00 100.00 
Koiri 96.08   95.92 93.88 
Kurmi 88.46   100.00 100.00 
OBC II 92.31   88.14 89.83 
SC 93.33 3.49 97.69 97.09 
Muslim 95.35 3.61 95.18 98.80 
Total 90.12 2.06 93.63 95.45 
 

One major problem women face because of their physical mobility out-side home is their 

physical insecurity. Although the problems related to physical security is more common 

among all women, there is some degree of variations in the feelings of womenn from 

different castes. This insecurity ranges from abusive comments to sexual harassment. 

Very few women understand themselves safe from these types of insecurity. Table 4 

presents distribution of sense of physical security/insecurity among respondents outside 

home. Only two-fifth of all women feels secured in going out whereas one-third of 

women feels secure on after certain age. People's comments and possibility of 

misbehaviour by males together is the cause of insecurity among one-fourth of 

respondents. Castewise Brahmin and Backward caste I women feel most insecure in 

going out. On the other hand most of the women from Kurmi and Yadav feel themselves 

largely secured. Across districts, women from Madhubani have high sense of insecurity 

resulting from misbehaviour by males and peoples comments. 
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Table 4: Distribution of Sense of Physical Security among Women Outside Home 
Caste Yes After certain 

age 
No, 

misbehaviour by 
males 

No, people 
comment 

Total 

Brahmin 20.51 48.08 21.15 10.26 100.00 
Bhumihar 49.43 19.54 13.79 17.24 100.00 
Backward I 28.57 40.71 17.14 13.57 100.00 
Yadav 78.57 7.14 10.71 3.57 100.00 
Koiri 52.00 28.00 6.00 14.00 100.00 
Kurmi 61.54 19.23   19.23 100.00 
OBC II 33.85 43.08 12.31 10.77 100.00 
SC 45.20 30.51 15.25 9.04 100.00 
Muslim 43.53 29.41 9.41 17.65 100.00 
District 
Gaya 42.00 29.00 13.00 16.00 100.00 
Gopalganj 48.00 26.67 12.00 13.33 100.00 
Madhubani 40.27 9.29 20.80 29.65 100.00 
Nalanda 45.92 37.76 12.24 4.08 100.00 
Purnia 16.02 65.53 16.50 1.94 100.00 
Rohtas 65.14 32.11 2.75   100.00 
Total 39.07 34.03 14.50 12.41 100.00 
 

As far as the insecurity resulting from religion and caste tension is concerned, Women 

from lower castes such as OBC I, and SC, and Muslims feel more insecure. Table 5 gives 

sense of insecurity arising out of religion and caste tensions.  
 
Table 5: Incidence of Insecurity arising out of Religion and Caste Tension 
Caste Yes No Total 
Brahmin 7.10 92.90 100.00 
Bhumihar 3.49 96.51 100.00 
Backward I 22.14 77.86 100.00 
Yadav 7.14 92.86 100.00 
Koiri 21.57 78.43 100.00 
Kurmi 3.85 96.15 100.00 
OBC II 16.92 83.08 100.00 
SC 39.77 60.23 100.00 
Muslim 26.19 73.81 100.00 

District 
Gaya 18.18 81.82 100.00 
Gopalganj 20.00 80.00 100.00 
Madhubani 37.78 62.22 100.00 
Nalanda 28.57 71.43 100.00 
Purnia 2.44 97.56 100.00 
Rohtas 10.09 89.91 100.00 
Total 19.98 80.02 100.00 
 

Sense of insecurity arising out of caste and religion tension is comparatively less -- nearly 

one-fifth of all women feels insecure. But, feeling of insecurity on these grounds is far 
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higher in S.C. and Muslim community and far lower among forward caste and dominant 

backward castes like Yadav and Kurmi. Districtwise respondents from Madhubani and 

Nalanda districts feel relatively more insecure on these grounds. 

Control over Reproductive Functions 

 Women's awareness and practice of family planning and other birth control 

methods assumes importance in the context of gender relations and also poverty. An important 

aspect of women's empowerment can be seen through their control over reproductive functions. 

In practical terms it would mean awareness of family planning methods and control over their use 

and fertility. 

 Table 6 deals with awareness of family planning method among women over districts and 

castes. AS far as awareness regarding family planning methods nearly 88 per cent of respondents 

are aware of family planning method. This shows a substantial increase in the proportion of 

women aware over the tears. In the 1982 survey this percentage was approximately 70 per cent. 

Among different Madhubani remains at the lowest rank with hardly any increase in awareness 

since old survey. Rohtas ranks top now from lowest rank in old survey. Castewise forward castes 

and Kurmi caste occupies highest positions regarding awareness in present survey from lowest 

awareness level in old survey. In contrast, Yadav, highest ranked in awareness in old survey, 

holds lowest position in present survey in spite of increase in their awareness level. 

Table 6: Whether Aware of Any Family Planning Method 
District Aware of any FP Methods 
 Yes No Total 
Gaya 86.27 13.73 100.00 
Gopalganj 92.11 7.89 100.00 
Madhubani 74.45 25.55 100.00 
Nalanda 90.91 9.09 100.00 
Purnia 95.65 4.35 100.00 
Rohtas 97.25 2.75 100.00 
Total 87.93 12.07 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 91.72 8.28 100.00 
Bhumihar 90.80 9.20 100.00 
Backward I 90.00 10.00 100.00 
Yadav 67.86 32.14 100.00 
Koiri 84.31 15.69 100.00 
Kurmi 96.15 3.85 100.00 
OBC II 89.23 10.77 100.00 
SC 88.33 11.67 100.00 
Muslim 79.07 20.93 100.00 
Total 87.93 12.07 100.00 
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Table 6p: Whether Aware of Any Family Planning Method 
 Aware of any FP Methods Total 

District     
Gaya 28.85 71.15  100.00 
Gopalganj 19.51 80.49  100.00 
Madhubani 25.86 73.28 0.86 100.00 
Nalanda 21.43 78.57  100.00 
Purnea 27.78 72.22  100.00 
 Rohtas 35.71 64.29  100.00 
Total 26.76 72.99 0.24 100.00 
Caste     
Brahmin 12.70 87.30  100.00 
Bhumihar 13.95 86.05  100.00 
Backwrd I 36.23 63.77  100.00 
Yadav 41.67 54.17 4.17 100.00 
Koiri 22.73 77.27  100.00 
Kurmi 11.11 88.89  100.00 
OBC II 27.78 72.22  100.00 
S.C. 31.52 68.48  100.00 
Muslim 34.88 65.12  100.00 
Total 26.76 72.99 0.24 100.00 
 

 Distribution of most commonly heard family planning method (see table 7p) in 

old survey was female sterilisation with use of pill occupying a distant second position. 

Other methods were of negligible proportion. In present survey (see table 7) as well, the 

order remains the same but use of pill is relatively closer to female sterilisation in 

awareness level. Caste and districtwise not much variation is observed. 

 
Table 7: Family Planning Method Most Commonly Heard 

District Pill Loop(IUD) Female 
Sterilisation 

Condom Male 
sterilisation 

Others Total 

Gaya 27.17 1.09 69.57   2.17   100.00 
Gopalganj 41.67 2.78 55.56       100.00 
Madhubani 23.43 1.14 71.43 0.57 2.29 1.14 100.00 
Nalanda 42.39 1.09 55.43 1.09     100.00 
Purnia 41.29 2.49 50.25 1.00 4.98   100.00 
Rohtas 66.36   33.64       100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 39.46 2.72 52.38 1.36 3.40 0.68 100.00 
Bhumihar 32.91 2.53 62.03   1.27 1.27 100.00 
Backward I 34.88   62.02   3.10   100.00 
Yadav 45.45   54.55       100.00 
Koiri 40.00   60.00       100.00 
Kurmi 48.00   52.00       100.00 
OBC II 35.59 5.08 55.93   3.39   100.00 
SC 40.37 0.62 56.52 0.62 1.86   100.00 
Muslim 47.22 1.39 48.61 1.39 1.39   100.00 
Total 39.11 1.49 56.43 0.54 2.17 0.27 100.00 
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Table 7p: Family Planning Method Most Commonly Heard 
Caste Pill Loop(IUD) Condom Female 

Sterilisation 
Male 
Sterilisation 

Rhythm Abstinence  Total 

Brahmin 18.18   5.45 76.36       100.00 
Bhumihar 18.92 2.70 8.11 67.57     2.70 100.00 
Backwrd I 20.45     79.55       100.00 
Yadav 7.69     92.31       100.00 
Koiri 29.41 11.76   58.82       100.00 
Kurmi 12.50     87.50       100.00 
OBC II 15.38   7.69 73.08 3.85     100.00 
S.C. 15.87   6.35 76.19   1.59   100.00 
Muslim 10.71     78.57 10.71     100.00 
District 
Gaya 16.22 8.11 8.11 59.46 2.70 2.70 2.70 100.00 
Gopalganj 15.15   6.06 78.79       100.00 
Madhubani 11.76   2.35 85.88       100.00 
Nalanda 22.73   6.82 70.45       100.00 
Purnea 21.54   3.08 70.77 4.62     100.00 
Rohtas 16.67     83.33       100.00 
Total 17.00 1.00 4.00 76.00 1.33 0.33 0.33 100.00 
 

Family planning method ever used is presented in table 8. Ever used family planning 

method shows that one-fourth of respondents have ever used family planning. However, 

it is a substantial rise form one-eighth from old survey. Districtwise, Purnea continues to 

occupy the top slot. But, inter-district disparities in ever used of family planning method 

has come down since old survey --- geographical spread has become more uniform now. 

Castewise Muslim continues to languish at the bottom. But S.C. and backward caste I 

show substantial rise form low level in old survey. However, use of family planning 

method is very high among Brahmin -- nearly half of the respondents are adopting it. 

 

 Table 9 shows method ever used by respondents across districts and castes. In 

present survey, 85 percent of method ever used is female sterilisation and 8 percent is use 

of pill. Condom and male sterilisation use occur equally only in 3 percent of cases. So, 

the onus of family planning almost wholly lies on female. In contrast, in old survey only 

half of the method used was female sterilisation. Over one-third of all family planning 

method used were male sterilisation and another one-tenth family planning use were 
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condom. It shows drastic reduction of male responsibility in family planning method ever 

used. 
 
Table 8: Family planning method ever used 
District Yes No Total 
Gaya 18.63 81.37 100.00 
Gopalganj 23.68 76.32 100.00 
Madhubani 23.01 76.99 100.00 
Nalanda 12.12 87.88 100.00 
Purnia 40.10 59.90 100.00 
Rohtas 20.18 79.82 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 46.50 53.50 100.00 
Bhumihar 22.99 77.01 100.00 
Backward I 30.71 69.29 100.00 
Yadav 14.29 85.71 100.00 
Koiri 19.61 80.39 100.00 
Kurmi 23.08 76.92 100.00 
OBC II 16.92 83.08 100.00 
SC 17.88 82.12 100.00 
Muslim 8.14 91.86 100.00 
Total 25.15 74.85 100.00 
 
Table 8p: Family planning method ever used 
Caste No Yes Total 
Brahmin 78.18 21.82 100.00 
Bhumihar 72.97 27.03 100.00 
Backwrd I 86.36 13.64 100.00 
Yadav 100.00   100.00 
Koiri 100.00   100.00 
Kurmi 81.25 18.75 100.00 
OBC II 88.46 11.54 100.00 
S.C. 93.65 6.35 100.00 
Muslim 89.29 10.71 100.00 
DISTRICT    
Gaya 78.38 21.62 100.00 
Gopalganj 96.97 3.03 100.00 
Madhubani 83.53 16.47 100.00 
Nalanda 93.18 6.82 100.00 
Purnea 80.00 20.00 100.00 
 Rohtas 94.44 5.56 100.00 
Total 86.33 13.67 100.00 
 

 Districtwise in old survey, there was interesting contrast. In Gopalganj it was cent 

percent female sterilisation and in Rohtas it was accounted fully by condom use and male 

sterilisation. In present survey no such extreme contrast is observed. Castewise Yadav, 

OBC II and Muslim women bear the whole responsibility of family planning method is 



 129 

present survey. But in old survey, Bhumihar and Muslim men bore the main 

responsibility of family planning method. 

 
Table 9: Method ever used across district and caste 
District Pill Loop(IUD) Female 

Sterilisation 
Condom Male 

sterilisation 
Total 

Gaya 5.56   88.89 5.56   100.00 
Gopalganj 22.22   72.22 5.56   100.00 
Madhubani 1.92   92.31   5.77 100.00 
Nalanda     70.00 30.00   100.00 
Purnia 11.11 1.23 85.19   2.47 100.00 
Rohtas 9.09   81.82 4.55 4.55 100.00 
Caste 
Brahmin 8.22   83.56 2.74 5.48 100.00 
Bhumihar     95.00 5.00   100.00 
Backward I     95.24 2.38 2.38 100.00 
Yadav     100.00     100.00 
Koiri 10.00   80.00   10.00 100.00 
Kurmi 25.00   50.00 25.00   100.00 
OBC II 36.36 9.09 54.55     100.00 
SC 12.50   84.38 3.13   100.00 
Muslim 16.67   83.33     100.00 
Total 8.46 0.50 85.07 2.99 2.99 100.00 
 
Method Ever Used in Old Survey 
Caste Condom 

(Nirodh) 
Female 
Sterilisation 

Male 
Sterilisation 

Rhythm Abstinence  Total 

Brahmin 8.33 66.67 25.00     100.00 
Bhumihar 20.00 10.00 60.00   10.00 100.00 
Backwrd I   83.33 16.67     100.00 
Kurmi 33.33 66.67       100.00 
OBC II   66.67 33.33     100.00 
S.C.   50.00 25.00 25.00   100.00 
Muslim   33.33 66.67     100.00 
District 
Gaya 25.00 25.00 25.00 12.50 12.50 100.00 
Gopalganj   100.00       100.00 
Madhubani   42.86 57.14     100.00 
Nalanda 33.33 66.67       100.00 
Purnea   76.92 23.08     100.00 
Rohtas 50.00   50.00     100.00 
Total 9.76 51.22 34.15 2.44 2.44 100.00 

 
Women's Role in Decision-making 

An important aspect that demonstrates gender dimension in decision-making is in social 

and economic spheres. Decision making covers several areas -- at household level, in 
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political sphere, scope for women in taking loans in difficult period and their decision on 

either handing over their income or spent according to their choice. 

 

Decision-making in Family Affairs 

 Decision-making in family affairs is related to decision-making in household day-

to-day expenditures, children's education and marriages, scope of taking loans in period 

of needs that ensure welfare of the family. One of the important aspects related to 

decision-making is on dowry. 

 Table 1 presents distribution of persons taking decision on purchasing vegetables. 

In two-fifth of all cases respondents decide and in one-fifth of cases both respondent and 

husband decide. Across castes, among Yadav, Koiri and S.C. husbands decide in more 

than one-third of cases. But the task of purchasing vegetables mostly lie in others' hand 

see table 2). In more than half of the case husbands of respondent do the purchase. Only 

nearly one-sixth of cases, women themselves purchase vegetables. Thus it negates, to a 

great extent, women's decision on purchasing vegetables. However, respondents from 

backward caste I, S.C. and Muslim communities purchase their day-to-day vegetables 

needs directly by themselves. Thus they have better control over decision-making in this 

count. 
 
Table 1: Who Takes Decision on Purchasing Vegetables 
Caste Self Self & 

Husband 
Husband In-laws Other Total 

Brahmin 29.03 29.68 30.32 7.10 3.87 100.00 
Bhumihar 58.62 5.75 24.14 3.45 8.05 100.00 
Backward I 43.88 20.86 20.86 10.79 3.60 100.00 
Yadav 35.71 3.57 39.29 3.57 17.86 100.00 
Koiri 37.25 19.61 37.25 3.92 1.96 100.00 
Kurmi 34.62 11.54 23.08 7.69 23.08 100.00 
OBC II 43.08 26.15 26.15 3.08 1.54 100.00 
SC 39.11 12.29 39.66 5.03 3.91 100.00 
Muslim 38.82 27.06 22.35 5.88 5.88 100.00 
Total 40.00 19.14 29.45 6.13 5.28 100.00 
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Table 2: Who Purchases Vegetables 
Caste Self Husband Self & 

Husband 
Others Total 

Brahmin 5.19 61.69 3.25 29.87 100.00 
Bhumihar 8.14 52.33 1.16 38.37 100.00 
Backward I 23.74 47.48 7.19 21.58 100.00 
Yadav 14.29 42.86 3.57 39.29 100.00 
Koiri 9.80 66.67 3.92 19.61 100.00 
Kurmi 3.85 42.31 3.85 50.00 100.00 
OBC II 18.46 53.85 6.15 21.54 100.00 
SC 21.79 62.01 2.79 13.41 100.00 
Muslim 23.81 52.38 2.38 21.43 100.00 
Total 15.89 55.79 3.82 24.51 100.00 
 

 Regarding decision on boys and girl child's education (see table 3 and 4), nearly 

half of the respondents have stated that husbands decide it. Not much difference in 

decision-making is found between boy and girl child's education. Across caste only 

Yadav and OBC II castes respondents seem to have relatively greater say. The power to 

decide by forward caste women is the least. 

 Not much dissimilar situation is observed in case of boy and girl child's marriage. 

However, in case of children marriage husband and respondent jointly decide in thre-fifth 

of cases. Castewise, apart from forward caste women, even backward caste I and S.C. 

women has least say on their own in deciding the marriage of their children. These are 

also almost uniformly applicable in place of both boy and girl child marriage (see tables 3 

and 4). 
 
Table 3: Decision on Girl Child Education 
Caste Self Self & 

Husband 
Husband in-laws Others Total 

Brahmin 6.67 37.14 50.48 4.76 0.95 100.00 
Bhumihar 8.57 34.29 52.86 2.86 1.43 100.00 
Backward I 11.84 32.89 51.32 3.95   100.00 
Yadav 35.29 29.41 35.29 0.00   100.00 
Koiri 17.14 31.43 45.71 5.71   100.00 
Kurmi 11.76 35.29 47.06 5.88   100.00 
OBC II 23.40 34.04 40.43 2.13   100.00 
SC 13.45 31.09 51.26 4.20   100.00 
Muslim 18.87 45.28 32.08 3.77   100.00 
Total 13.54 34.69 47.50 3.90 0.37 100.00 
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Table 4: Decision on Boy Child Education 
Caste Self Self & 

Husband 
Husband In-laws Others Total 

Brahmin 6.67 42.50 45.83 5.00   100.00 
Bhumihar 8.33 33.33 52.78 2.78 2.78 100.00 
Backward I 10.11 39.33 48.31 2.25   100.00 
Yadav 30.00 35.00 35.00 0.00   100.00 
Koiri 15.00 32.50 47.50 5.00   100.00 
Kurmi 15.79 31.58 47.37 5.26   100.00 
OBC II 25.00 37.50 37.50 0.00   100.00 
SC 12.12 30.30 53.03 3.79 0.76 100.00 
Muslim 18.64 45.76 32.20 3.39   100.00 
Total 12.85 36.89 46.41 3.34 0.50 100.00 
 
 
Table 5: Decision on Girl Child's Marriage 
Caste Self Self & 

Husband 
Husband In-laws Others Total 

Brahmin 4.55 60.23 28.41 5.68 1.14 100.00 
Bhumihar 9.84 57.38 29.51 3.28   100.00 
Backward I 8.11 66.22 21.62 4.05   100.00 
Yadav 17.65 52.94 23.53 5.88   100.00 
Koiri 11.54 57.69 26.92 3.85   100.00 
Kurmi   41.67 58.33 0.00   100.00 
OBC II 18.18 57.58 21.21 3.03   100.00 
SC 8.85 61.95 24.78 4.42   100.00 
Muslim 11.11 64.44 22.22 2.22   100.00 
Total 9.17 60.55 26.01 4.05 0.21 100.00 
 
 
Table 6: Decision on Boy Child's Marriage 
Caste Boy Child Marriage Decision 

Self Self & 
Husband 

Husband In-laws Others Total 

Brahmin 4.44 58.89 30.00 6.67   100.00 
Bhumihar 8.06 53.23 35.48 3.23   100.00 
Backward I 9.09 64.94 23.38 2.60   100.00 
Yadav  46.67 26.67 6.67 6.67 100.00 
Koiri 27.59 44.83 24.14 3.45   100.00 
Kurmi 7.69 46.15 46.15 0.00   100.00 
OBC II 18.42 63.16 18.42 0.00   100.00 
SC 8.26 59.63 26.61 4.59 0.92 100.00 
Muslim 10.87 69.57 17.39 2.17   100.00 
Total 10.02 59.08 26.72 3.76 0.21 100.00 
 

 One of the important aspects is related to decision-making on dowry. The dowry 

paid is better recorded than dowry received. In present survey half of the respondents 

admit to have given dowry whereas only 2 percent of admit to have received dowry. The 

phenomenon of dowry paid as a whole has marginally gone up since last survey. This 
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social evil which was much widespread among forward castes and well-to-do backward 

castes has now spread much faster among S.C. and Yadav castes (see table 7). 

 
Table 7: Dowry Paid and received across Caste 
Caste Paid(%) Received(%) 
Brahmin 66.88 3.18 
Bhumihar 56.32 11.49 
Backward I 47.86 2.14 
Yadav 60.71   
Koiri 49.02 3.92 
Kurmi 57.69   
OBC II 64.62   
SC 33.89 1.11 
Muslim 38.37   
Total 50.49 2.68 
 
Table 7p: Dowry Paid across Caste 
Caste Paid(%) 
Brahmin 69.35 
Bhumihar 63.64 
Backwrd I 44.93 
Yadav 41.67 
Koiri 54.55 
Kurmi 61.11 
OBC II 58.33 
S.C. 25.00 
Muslim 36.11 
Total 47.52 
 

 Table 8 and 9 give distribution of dowry paid in cash and king across castes in 

both old and present surveys. At lower range (up to Rs. 1,000 in old survey and up to Rs. 

5,000 in present survey) relatively more respondents have paid dowry in kind than in 

cash. But at higher level of dowry, cash payments are more prevalent in respondents 

household than that of kind. In old survey, high range of dowry paid was recorded almost 

wholly by forward and well-to-do backward castes. But in present survey, occurrence of 

high level of dowry paid by backward caste I and Yadav castes are also observed. The 

tentacles of social evil is not only spread to castes at lower level of caste hierarchy but 

also their magnitude among them in some cases is really at high level as well. 
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Table 8:Dowry Paid across Caste in Cash 
Caste Dowry paid in cash 

<1000 1001-5000 5001-15000 15001-30000 30000+  Total 
Brahmin 31.25 36.46 16.67 11.46 4.17 100.00 
Bhumihar 42.59 31.48 14.81 3.70 7.41 100.00 
Backward I 63.49 15.87 14.29 4.76 1.59 100.00 
Yadav 42.86 42.86 7.14 7.14   100.00 
Koiri 36.36 50.00 9.09   4.55 100.00 
Kurmi 26.67 40.00 13.33   20.00 100.00 
OBC II 41.67 47.22 11.11     100.00 
SC 62.75 31.37 5.88     100.00 
Muslim 61.54 26.92 11.54     100.00 
Total 46.15 33.16 12.73 4.51 3.45 100.00 
 
Table 8p: Dowry Paid across Caste in Cash 

 Dowry in Cash    Total 
Caste 1-100 100-1,000 1,000-5,000 5,000 & above 
Brahmin 10.34 31.03 37.93 20.69 100.00 
Bhumihar 10.00 35.00 55.00   100.00 
Backwrd I 53.85 46.15     100.00 
Yadav 33.33 66.67     100.00 
Koiri 20.00 70.00 10.00   100.00 
Kurmi   66.67 33.33   100.00 
OBC II 30.00 60.00 10.00   100.00 
S.C. 84.62 15.38     100.00 
Muslim 33.33 33.33 33.33   100.00 
Total 27.43 42.48 24.78 5.31 100.00 
 
Table 9: Dowry Paid across Caste in Kind 
Caste Kind 

<1000 1001-5000 5001-15000 15001-30000 30000+  Total 
Brahmin 38.46 41.76 12.09 5.49 2.20 100.00 
Bhumihar 40.82 46.94 6.12 6.12   100.00 
Backward I 65.08 30.16 3.17 1.59   100.00 
Yadav 53.85 46.15       100.00 
Koiri 50.00 45.45 4.55     100.00 
Kurmi 35.29 58.82 5.88     100.00 
OBC II 68.42 26.32 5.26     100.00 
SC 65.31 32.65     2.04 100.00 
Muslim 58.62 31.03 6.90 3.45   100.00 
 Total 52.56 38.01 5.93 2.70 0.81 100.00 
 

 Here we will limit ourselves in examining the prevalence of informal credit 

market in the sense of ability of women to take loans on their own from other women in 

case of need. 

 Table 10 gives the distribution across castes whether women take loan from other 

women. It shows that half of respondents admitted to have taken loan. Castewise, it is 
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relatively less prevalent among forward caste and backward caste I women. Age-

groupwise relatively younger women have taken loans. 

 
Table 9p: Dowry Paid across Caste in Kind 

 Dowry in Kind    Total 
Caste 1-100 100-1,000 1,000-5,000 5,000 & above 
Brahmin 36.36 40.91 22.73   100.00 
Bhumihar 27.27 45.45 27.27   100.00 
Backwrd I 80.95 9.52 9.52   100.00 
Yadav 50.00 25.00 25.00   100.00 
Koiri 10.00 70.00 20.00   100.00 
Kurmi   100.00     100.00 
OBC II 40.00 50.00 10.00   100.00 
S.C. 73.33 26.67     100.00 
Muslim 28.57 42.86   28.57 100.00 
Total 45.71 39.05 13.33 1.90 100.00 
Women's Access to Outside Credit 

 

 Table 11 gives conditions on which loan is taken. Women from poorer backward 

caste I, S.C. and Muslim communities have taken loan on interest in more than two-third 

of cases whereas prosperous Kurmi community women manage loan at no interest in 

three-fourth of cases. Age-groupwise elderly women are better placed as higher 

proportion of them manage to get loans at no interest rates. 
 
Table10 : Whether Taken Loan from Other Women 
Caste Yes No 
Brahmin 44.81 55.19 
Bhumihar 47.67 52.33 
Backward I 38.85 61.15 
Yadav 50.00 50.00 
Koiri 52.94 47.06 
Kurmi 69.23 30.77 
OBC II 61.54 38.46 
SC 53.07 46.93 
Muslim 55.95 44.05 
Age   
15-49 51.17 48.83 
49+ 45.09 54.91 
Total 49.88 50.12 
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Table 11: Conditions on Loan Taken 
Caste On interest No Interest Others Total 
Brahmin 64.29 35.71   100.00 
Bhumihar 56.10 43.90   100.00 
Backward I 70.37 29.63   100.00 
Yadav 50.00 50.00   100.00 
Koiri 55.56 44.44   100.00 
Kurmi 23.53 76.47   100.00 
OBC II 66.67 30.77 2.56 100.00 
SC 72.92 27.08   100.00 
Muslim 72.34 27.66   100.00 
Age     
15-49 67.48 32.21 0.31 100.00 
49+ 53.16 46.84   100.00 
Total 64.69 35.06 0.25 100.00 
 

Women's Access to Political Rights 

 Table 12 presents whether women voted in last election in present and old survey. 

There seems to be perceptible improvement at least in the execution of fundamental 

political right by women. In old survey, one-forth of all respondents did not vote. In 

contrast, in present survey it is virtually universal voting. Districtwise in old survey, over 

seven-tenth of all respondents from Gaya did not vote. In present survey it is more than 

99 percent. 
 
Table 12: Voting pattern of women  
Caste No Yes Total 
Brahmin 1.91 98.09 100.00 
Bhumihar   100.00 100.00 
Backward I   100.00 100.00 
Yadav   100.00 100.00 
Koiri   100.00 100.00 
Kurmi   100.00 100.00 
OBC II 1.54 98.46 100.00 
SC 0.56 99.44 100.00 
Muslim 2.33 97.67 100.00 
Age 
15-49 0.93 99.07 100.00 
49+ 0.56 99.44 100.00 
District 
Gaya 0.98 99.02 100.00 
Gopalganj 1.32 98.68 100.00 
Madhubani 0.44 99.56 100.00 
Nalanda   100.00 100.00 
Purnia 1.93 98.07 100.00 
Rohtas   100.00 100.00 
Total 0.85 99.15 100.00 
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Table 12p: Voting Patterns of Women 

 Women Voting in Last Election   Total 
 No Yes, Some of Them Yes, All of Them 

Caste 
Brahmin 12.99 53.25 33.77 100.00 
Bhumihar 44.83 34.48 20.69 100.00 
Backwrd I 34.34 39.39 26.26 100.00 
Yadav 16.67 46.67 36.67 100.00 
Koiri 33.33 40.74 25.93 100.00 
Kurmi 11.54 61.54 26.92 100.00 
OBC II 25.00 41.67 33.33 100.00 
S.C. 31.09 51.26 17.65 100.00 
Muslim 21.05 54.39 24.56 100.00 
Age Group 
15-25 46.25 37.50 16.25 100.00 
25-35 32.41 48.15 19.44 100.00 
35-45 28.32 46.02 25.66 100.00 
District 
Gaya 72.46 20.29 7.25 100.00 
Gopalganj 19.30 50.88 29.82 100.00 
Madhubani 19.86 49.32 30.82 100.00 
Nalanda 43.37 45.78 10.84 100.00 
Purnea 12.28 57.89 29.82 100.00 
Rohtas 10.96 46.58 42.47 100.00 
Total 27.31 46.68 26.01 100.00 
  

However, franchising is one thing but decision about whom to vote in practice is of 

paramount importance. Table 13 presents distribution about who decides about 

respondents' voting. Only half of the respondents decide whom to vote. Rest vote 

according to largely dictum of husbands. Castewise only more than half of the 

respondents from Bhumihar, Kurmi and Muslim women decides by themselves. Age-

groupwise, younger women relatively decide more. Districtwise only majority of 

respondents from only Gaya and Madhubani decides on their own. In exercising effective 

political rights, rural Bihar women have to traverse a long distance. 
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Table 13: Who Decides Whom to Vote 
Caste Self Husband Head of 

the family 
Political 
worker 

Leader of 
community 

Total 

Brahmin 48.08 33.33 5.77 5.13 7.69 100 
Bhumihar 71.26 16.09 1.15 3.45 8.05 100 
Backward I 56.43 17.14 5.71 10.00 10.71 100 
Yadav 39.29 28.57   17.86 14.29 100 
Koiri 37.25 37.25 7.84 7.84 9.80 100 
Kurmi 50.00 34.62   15.38   100 
OBC II 33.33 26.98 1.59 12.70 25.40 100 
SC 47.46 22.60 2.26 11.30 16.38 100 
Muslim 51.16 15.12 5.81 13.95 13.95 100 
Age 
15-49 51.25 23.51 4.70 8.93 11.60 100 
49+ 46.02 26.14 1.14 11.93 14.77 100 
District 
Gaya 72.28 11.88 0.99 3.96 10.89 100 
Gopalganj 32.43 32.43 2.70 24.32 8.11 100 
Madhubani 66.08 10.13 1.76 11.01 11.01 100 
Nalanda 49.49 30.30 1.01 2.02 17.17 100 
Purnia 42.93 23.90 7.80 9.76 15.61 100 
Rohtas 22.22 53.70 7.41 8.33 8.33 100 
Total 50.12 24.08 3.93 9.58 12.29 100 
 

Decision on Handing over Income 

 In the poverty and employment chapter two major aspects of women's economic 

activities have been covered. First, work participation rate of women and last, 

occupational structure of employed women. It has been observed that main work 

participation rate of women is around 15 percent. But, taking subsidiary status of work, it 

goes up dramatically to around 60 percent. From occupational structure of main worker it 

can be seen that around 40 percent of women main workers are in self-employed category 

largely in family farms. If we take subsidiary status it would go up even substantially. It 

raises question regarding whether they manage to get part of the fruit of their labour in 

agriculture/harvesting/other work of wages. 

 Table 14 shows the proportion of women receiving income out of their economic 

activities. As a whole, nearly two-third of the working women admits to have received 

some income. Across castes, it varies substantially from as low as one-fifth in case of 

Bhumihar women to about four-fifth in case of S.C. women. Women of forward castes 

(Brahmin and Bhumihar) get much less than that of backward castes and S.C. caste 

counterparts. Age-groupwise, proportionally younger women rather than older women 

receive income from their economic activity. 
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Table 14: Income Received on Hand 
Caste Yes No Total 
Brahmin 55.63 44.37 100.00 
Bhumihar 20.00 80.00 100.00 
Backward I 66.67 33.33 100.00 
Yadav 64.00 36.00 100.00 
Koiri 61.22 38.78 100.00 
Kurmi 60.00 40.00 100.00 
OBC II 71.67 28.33 100.00 
SC 78.95 21.05 100.00 
Muslim 65.06 34.94 100.00 
Age 
15-49 64.53 35.47 100.00 
49+ 52.26 47.74 100.00 
Total 62.04 37.96 100.00 
 

 Table 15 shows proportion of working women either keeping income on hand or 

handing it to other family members. More than two-third of women keep their earning in 

their own hand and those who hand over their earnings mainly give it to husbands (over 

one-fourth). Castewise, half of Yadav women hand over their income to their husbands. 

Age-groupwise, not much variation is observed. 

 
Table 15: Earnings Handed Over 
Caste Husband Father 

in Law 
Mother in 
law 

Other 
male 
relatives 

other 
female 
relatives 

Self Total 

Brahmin 22.22         77.78 100.00 
Bhumihar 28.57         71.43 100.00 
Backward I 25.40 3.17 3.17     68.25 100.00 
Yadav 50.00         50.00 100.00 
Koiri 44.00 4.00 4.00     48.00 100.00 
Kurmi   10.00       90.00 100.00 
OBC II 33.33         66.67 100.00 
SC 25.00 2.42 3.23 0.81 1.61 66.94 100.00 
Muslim 12.90         87.10 100.00 
Age 
15-49 25.00 2.54 2.54 0.36 0.72 68.84 100.00 
49+ 28.57         71.43 100.00 
Total 25.54 2.15 2.15 0.31 0.62 69.23 100.00 
 

 Table 16 shows proportion of women's earning spent on household expenditure. 

More than nine-tenth of working women spent almost all of their earnings oh household 

expenditure. Very small proportion of women (little more than one percent) spends less 

than half of their income on household expenditure. 
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 As a whole, the picture that emerges is that two-third of women get part of their 

income in their own hand, out of which two-third keep it with them. Those who keep in 

their hand, nine-tenth of them spent almost whole of it for household expenditure leaving 

hardly anything to spend on their own. 

 
Table 16: Proportion of Own Income Spend on Household Expenditure 
Caste All Almost all Three 

fourth 
Around 
Half 

Less than 
Half 

Nothing Total 

Brahmin 49.23 38.46 4.62 3.08 1.54 3.08 100.00 
Bhumihar 53.85 15.38 7.69 23.08     100.00 
Backward I 79.31 12.64   8.05     100.00 
Yadav 86.67   6.67 6.67     100.00 
Koiri 80.00 6.67 3.33 6.67   3.33 100.00 
Kurmi 62.50 25.00 6.25 6.25     100.00 
OBC II 82.50 12.50   2.50 2.50   100.00 
SC 90.98 3.76 0.75 4.51     100.00 
Muslim 77.55 18.37   2.04   2.04 100.00 
Age 
15-49 79.13 12.47 1.63 5.42 0.54 0.81 100.00 
49+ 69.62 21.52 2.53 5.06   1.27 100.00 
Total 77.46 14.06 1.79 5.36 0.45 0.89 100.00 
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Chapter VIII 

Summary and Conclusion 

 

This study is based on a primary survey of 820 rural women from twelve villages 

belonging to six districts of Bihar, three each from north and south Bihar. This survey 

provides a rich source of detailed primary data on critical aspects relating to women’s 

lives and status. The regional, caste and class aspects have been considered by 

categorizing the entire sample data for analysis across these criteria. The six districts 

chosen as representative parts of north and south Bihar enable regional and district level 

comparisons. The classification of the entire sample into class categories based on their 

asset holding position and a separate caste based categorization that occupies special 

significance in any rural area, but most certainly so in the context of Bihar provides a 

glimpse of the institutional aspects influencing  social and economic processes operating 

therein. Its significance lies in the fact that no other source other than such studies 

provides such insights. The secondary sources of data concentrate more on economic 

categories and do not dwell much upon the intricate social stratification and the 

hierarchies therein, which are of immense importance in assessing or understanding 

women’s situation both within and outside the household. The reason why most studies 

have to depend on secondary data sources is that it enables trend analysis.  Primary 

surveys often face this problem that they are not comparable to other data and therefore, 

assessment over time is made impossible. One of the major advantages of this study is 

the fact that this is a re- survey of villages. The earlier survey carried out in 1981-83 

provides information for most of the parameters included in this 1998-99 study. This 

enables comparison over the last two decades of the twentieth century, the period 

wherein tremendous rural transformation, socially, economically and politically has been 

witnessed. 

The questions addressed in this study are: how have women’s lives been affected 

over the span of these two decades? Has the rural transformation in social, political and 

economic spheres meant increasing empowerment for women? Are their health and other 

survival needs met? Does poverty determine women’s economic participation? Can 

women access public and private resources better? Are women in a position to enhance 
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their capabilities, and skills both educational and occupational? What levels of income 

autonomy prevail in women’s lives? Do women now participate more in decision 

making? Can women exercise control over their bodies? What position and status do 

they occupy within the household?  

The introductory chapter (Chapter I) of this report provides the conceptual 

framework and the methodology used for this study. A detailed account of the types of 

households and respondents with their number in the sample has been presented in this 

chapter. Since the present study is based on the re-survey of households from 12 villages, 

this study more or less follows the same methodology as was adopted in the earlier study. 

The detailed of the methodology adopted in the earlier study has been presented in 

Annexure of this chapter. 

Chapter II presents the profile of all the twelve surveyed villages. The village 

profiles are a pictorial image of the location of households, public amenities, such as 

drinking water sources, schools, health centers, etc. Issues that emerge from these 

profiles on changes in agriculture, employment as well as attitudes of respondents are 

considered to understand the nuances of the gender dimensions of poverty.  

The socio-economic characteristics of the women respondents and the sample 

households are presented in Chapter III. In this chapter a comparison over 1982 of some 

of the socio-economic characteristics of sample households has been presented. A brief 

account of the caste-class linkage and economic status in terms of land and asset holding 

of the sample households have also been presented in this chapter. We have seen in this 

chapter that women maintain a low socio-economic profile in comparison to their male 

counterpart particularly in terms of demographic patterns, literacy, land endowments, 

asset holdings etc.  

Gender dimensions of work and labour market participation, which also deals 

with women’s access to different survival needs, is dealt with in Chapter IV. Several 

types of gender discrimination prevalent in the labour markets is clearly spelt out in this 

chapter. First, Because of the many social and customary restrictions, women’s work 

participation rate is very low in rural Bihar. This is particularly true in case of higher 

castes and class households. However, the women participation rates increase drastically 

when secondary occupation is also taken onto consideration. This shows that although 
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most of the women are involved in a number of economic activities, their status is treated 

as non-workers primarily because of their involvement in domestic works.    The chapter 

also draws the conclusion that the work status of most of the women has been casual and 

over the years casualisation of women workers has increased much faster than their male 

counterpart. The declining patron-client relationships has more affected the women 

workers. Second, In terms of employment women workers are at receiving end. Most of 

the employment available to women workers is residual in nature. In view of the growing 

unemployment situation in rural areas, male members grab most of the employment 

opportunities and women are left with accepting lower quality of jobs. The low 

educational and skill endowment of women workers is also an important handicap for 

their occupational mobility. Apart from work and employment there is also sharp gender 

bias in terms of wages and remuneration to women workers. The wage discrimination is 

sharper in non-agricultural activities as the wages in agricultural sector in itself is 

suppressed in general.  

Rural Bihar is characterised by acute poverty. However, amidst abject poverty 

there is also high sex discrimination. This gender dimension of poverty is presented in 

Chapter V. In this chapter we have seen that among the poor households women headed 

households constitute a fairly large proportion. We have also seen that there is also intra-

household discrimination over sex in terms of consumption expenditure and frequency of 

meals taken. The chapter clearly spells out that with the increase in the ratio of female to 

male members in households the consumption expenditure falls sharply. This is more so 

if we consider in terms of consumption expenditure on quality food items. Besides this, 

during the time food shortage it is the female member of the household, who escapes 

meals more frequently in favor of male members of the households. 

In chapter VI, women’s access to and control over different public institutions 

and resources, and their impact on women’s lives is all detailed out. In this chapter we 

can see that women has comparatively less access to education, health and other public 

institutions and rural infrastructure. The less access to different public institutions adds to 

the hardships in the life of women. It has been shown in this chapter that, provision of 

educational and health institution for women improves their human resource 

endowments substantially.  Women’s access to other infrastructural facilities such as 
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access to drinking water, fuel, etc. has also been presented in this chapter. Although 

women participation in labour market is lower in comparison to their male counterpart 

their involvement in these domestic activities is substantially higher in comparison to 

that of the males. 

Chapter VII of the report presents a detailed account of freedom of women’s 

physical mobility, and their role in decision-makings. In rural Bihar there are several 

kinds of social and customary restrictions over the physical mobility of women. The 

situation is more serious incase of higher caste and class households, where women are 

simply not supposed to participate in economic activities. However, over the years, the 

physical mobility of women has increased and today higher proportions of women are 

allowed to participate in different works. As far as women’s decision-making is 

concerned this has also improved substantially over the years. A larger proportion of 

women are now applying their political rights, and spending their own earned money 

independently. But there is still very little independence in terms of several domestic 

decisions within the house.   Finally, some conclusions of the study and few 

recommendations are made in the last chapter (Chapter VIII). 

 

Policy Recommendations 

Socio economic characteristics of the sample households reflect a clear caste, class nexus 

in rural Bihar.  While changes in the education and health status of the households 

occurred on a moderate scale among all segments, SC, ST and minorities continue to be 

most deprived sections.  It is to be noted that on many indicators, the changes are 

marginal over the past two decades.  This is very disappointing as several development 

programs and schemes addressing socio economic conditions have only marginal impact 

on the core indicators within the state. 

Specific policy suggestions in this regard would be to concentrate on certain indicators 

that have a direct bearing on the status of women. In any analysis on the status of women, 

age at marriage assumes significance as it is intrinsically related to the educational 

privileges in particular and predominant socially ascribed roles and autonomy attributed 

to women. 
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Education & Literacy 

Literacy and adult education appears to be the key interventions to address both the status 

and position of women.  Innovative implementation of literacy programmes, especially 

through institution building of women may be an effective strategy that can be 

implmented by the government.  Several NGOs working in the field have demonstrated 

the viability of women sanghas or self-help groups in addressing the issue of literacy. 

There is a need to address the functional literacy needs of women in order to 

enhance their participation in economic and social spheres. 

Girl child education assumes importance in the context of gendered-poverty of 

Bihar.  There is a need to address the infrastructure deficiencies and human resource 

requirements to enhance girl child participation. 

As most of the non-participation or drop-out of girls occur due to lack of 

education facilities, there is a need to develop methodologies to identify the schooling 

needs in rural areas and respond to the demand.  School mapping exercise through 

community participation is needed in order to create a demand system for school 

education.  It is found to be a very highly motivating experience for the rural 

communities to be involved in the school mapping exercises. 

Government has to ensure/guarantee education facilities when the demand for 

school facilities comes from the communities.  There is also a greater need to enhance the 

facilities within the schools so that girl child can participate in a more effective way. 

Access to water, fuel and other fodder are important determinant in terms of 

participation of girl child in education and schooling activities.  In most of the surveyed 

villages such an access is negligible and hence girl child education is not visible. 

 

Health Care   

Bihar shows a decimal picture in terms of health indicators.  While there is a marginal 

improvement, as the data from the villages reveal substantial progress is needed in order 

to achieve the goals of health for all. 

Mother and child health, occupational health, working with adolescent girls in 

order to have behavior change is few important interventions needed in the health sector.  

There is also a need to address the health and nutrition status of children and mothers as 
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the data reveals very low health status.  Immunisation, though universal in most villages 

is still an area  of concern in terms of quality of service. 

Substantial investments are required to improve the health infrastructure.   Access 

to health care has to be improved substantially with an effective referral system to the 

specialized hospitals. 

Cost of health care is another aspect, which needs the attention of the government.  

There is a need to adopt rational drug policies and also improve the quality and 

performance of the public health systems so that commercialization of health systems can 

be avoided. 

Health awareness and interventions in emerging issues like HIV are needed in 

rural Bihar as the health status is very low in the sampled villages.  There is a role for 

NGO sector in this field, which needs to be encouraged. 

Improved access to public and private sources for health and other social aspects 

remains an important issue in rural Bihar. 

 

Work participation    

Women’s work participation is an important indicator reflecting the status of women.  

There is great scope for formation of women self help groups so that woman are 

recognized as economic agents and also improve the status within the family. 

Employment opportunities, income generation activities may focus on women so 

that their participation can be increased and also the gender relations can be altered due to 

higher economic independence and value for women’s work.   Still the “triple burden” 

that women are engaged with remain an issue of further interventions.  There is a need to 

work with men in this respect in order to address position of women within the families. 

Work place harassment and violence are important aspects that need to be 

addressed in order to improve women’s work participation.  Coupled with these social 

security measures aimed at women workers, like insurance, employment security and old 

age benefits are important interventions that the government has to take and also 

encourage private employers to practice. 
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Women self help groups and income generation activities and micro enterprise 

promotion would be important strategies to address the work participation and economic 

empowerment of women.  These have to be complemented with interventions that would 

reduce the workload of women.  

Women’s workload and drudgery are two aspects that need to be addressed in 

order to improve the women’s status and also address the health related aspects.  

Technological solutions for women’s drudgery need to be introduced so that woman will 

be able to undertake activities with less physical drudgery.  Agriculture related activities 

and mechanization of some of the operations are necessary.  There is a need to encourage 

innovations and also implement pilot projects in this direction. 

While several economic interventions are proposed, discrimination based on caste 

and gender aspects has to be recognized and efforts have to be made to arrest such 

discrimination..     

 

Conclusion 

The developmental problems faced by women in Bihar, be it low levels of sex ratio, 

literacy, education, nutrition, work participation rate and high levels of mortality, 

morbidity, with marginal participation in the public life, it needs to be analyzed from the 

perspective of gender. This perspective is based on the understanding that it is the 

patriarchal ideology that governs the interaction between the two sexes in their private 

and public lives with stereotyped images and roles set for the two genders. Adherence to 

this ideology results in women being treated as the inferior gender, primarily concerned 

with reproductive roles and restricted to the private sphere of a man’s life, and hence for 

the larger society. For a rural agrarian society like in Bihar, the gender ideology is 

overarching the cultural, social, political and economic spheres and unless systematic 

short term and long term programmes are designed to loosen the stronghold of this, there 

can only be peripheral impact on women’s deprivations. 

A gender perspective to development of women, besides attitudinal changes and 

changes in the institutional and economic arrangements, necessitates as an entry point. It 

is invariable ought to be a critical mass of women in the spheres that are restricted 

hitherto for women. This is significant for Bihar from a policy perspective that the state 
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needs to create conducive environment for this critical mass of women to enter the social, 

political and economic spheres. Any policy suggestion, therefore need to be geared up 

towards this goal.   

The key challenges that the newly formed Bihar face remains: empowering the 

vast majority of women in Bihar to access basic services and exercise basic rights who 

have been consistently deprived due to their gender. The improvement in the situation of 

women is imperative for the future of Bihar as no state, especially, one as 

underdeveloped as Bihar can afford to waste the capabilities of half of its population. 
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2002 
Summary and Conclusion 

 

This study is based on a primary survey of 820 rural women from twelve 

villages belonging to six districts of Bihar, three each from north and south 

Bihar. This survey provides a rich source of detailed primary data on critical 

aspects relating to women’s lives and status. The regional, caste and class 

aspects have been considered by categorizing the entire sample data for 

analysis across these criteria. The six districts chosen as representative parts 

of north and south Bihar enable regional and district level comparisons. The 

classification of the entire sample into class categories based on their asset 

holding position and a separate caste based categorization that occupies 

special significance in any rural area, but most certainly so in the context of 

Bihar provides a glimpse of the institutional aspects influencing  social and 

economic processes operating therein. Its significance lies in the fact that no 

other source other than such studies provides such insights. The secondary 

sources of data concentrate more on economic categories and do not dwell 

much upon the intricate social stratification and the hierarchies therein, 

which are of immense importance in assessing or understanding women’s 

situation both within and outside the household. The reason why most 

studies have to depend on secondary data sources is that it enables trend 

analysis.  Primary surveys often face this problem that they are not 

comparable to other data and therefore, assessment over time is made 

impossible. One of the major advantages of this study is the fact that this is a 

re- survey of villages. The earlier survey carried out in 1981-83 provides 

information for most of the parameters included in this 1998-99 study. This 

enables comparison over the last two decades of the twentieth century, the 
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period wherein tremendous rural transformation, socially, economically and 

politically has been witnessed. 

The questions addressed in this study are: how have women’s lives 

been affected over the span of these two decades? Has the rural 

transformation in social, political and economic spheres meant increasing 

empowerment for women? Are their health and other survival needs met? 

Does poverty determine women’s economic participation? Can women 

access public and private resources better? Are women in a position to 

enhance their capabilities, and skills both educational and occupational? 

What levels of income autonomy prevail in women’s lives? Do women now 

participate more in decision making? Can women exercise control over their 

bodies? What position and status do they occupy within the household?  

The introductory chapter (Chapter I) of this report provides the 

conceptual framework and the methodology used for this study. A detailed 

account of the types of households and respondents with their number in the 

sample has been presented in this chapter. Since the present study is based 

on the re-survey of households from 12 villages, this study more or less 

follows the same methodology as was adopted in the earlier study. The 

detailed of the methodology adopted in the earlier study has been presented 

in Annexure of this chapter. 

Chapter II presents the profile of all the twelve surveyed villages. The 

village profiles are a pictorial image of the location of households, public 

amenities, such as drinking water sources, schools, health centers, etc. 

Issues that emerge from these profiles on changes in agriculture, 

employment as well as attitudes of respondents are considered to understand 

the nuances of the gender dimensions of poverty.  
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The socio-economic characteristics of the women respondents and the 

sample households are presented in Chapter III. In this chapter a comparison 

over 1982 of some of the socio-economic characteristics of sample 

households has been presented. A brief account of the caste-class linkage 

and economic status in terms of land and asset holding of the sample 

households have also been presented in this chapter. We have seen in this 

chapter that women maintain a low socio-economic profile in comparison to 

their male counterpart particularly in terms of demographic patterns, 

literacy, land endowments, asset holdings etc.  

Gender dimensions of work and labour market participation, which 

also deals with women’s access to different survival needs, is dealt with in 

Chapter IV. Several types of gender discrimination prevalent in the labour 

markets is clearly spelt out in this chapter. First, Because of the many social 

and customary restrictions, women’s work participation rate is very low in 

rural Bihar. This is particularly true in case of higher castes and class 

households. However, the women participation rates increase drastically 

when secondary occupation is also taken onto consideration. This shows 

that although most of the women are involved in a number of economic 

activities, their status is treated as non-workers primarily because of their 

involvement in domestic works.    The chapter also draws the conclusion 

that the work status of most of the women has been casual and over the 

years casualisation of women workers has increased much faster than their 

male counterpart. The declining patron-client relationships has more 

affected the women workers. Second, In terms of employment women 

workers are at receiving end. Most of the employment available to women 

workers is residual in nature. In view of the growing unemployment 

situation in rural areas, male members grab most of the employment 
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opportunities and women are left with accepting lower quality of jobs. The 

low educational and skill endowment of women workers is also an 

important handicap for their occupational mobility. Apart from work and 

employment there is also sharp gender bias in terms of wages and 

remuneration to women workers. The wage discrimination is sharper in non-

agricultural activities as the wages in agricultural sector in itself is 

suppressed in general.  

Rural Bihar is characterised by acute poverty. However, amidst abject 

poverty there is also high sex discrimination. This gender dimension of 

poverty is presented in Chapter V. In this chapter we have seen that among 

the poor households women headed households constitute a fairly large 

proportion. We have also seen that there is also intra-household 

discrimination over sex in terms of consumption expenditure and frequency 

of meals taken. The chapter clearly spells out that with the increase in the 

ratio of female to male members in households the consumption expenditure 

falls sharply. This is more so if we consider in terms of consumption 

expenditure on quality food items. Besides this, during the time food 

shortage it is the female member of the household, who escapes meals more 

frequently in favor of male members of the households. 

In chapter VI, women’s access to and control over different public 

institutions and resources, and their impact on women’s lives is all detailed 

out. In this chapter we can see that women has comparatively less access to 

education, health and other public institutions and rural infrastructure. The 

less access to different public institutions adds to the hardships in the life of 

women. It has been shown in this chapter that, provision of educational and 

health institution for women improves their human resource endowments 

substantially.  Women’s access to other infrastructural facilities such as 
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access to drinking water, fuel, etc. has also been presented in this chapter. 

Although women participation in labour market is lower in comparison to 

their male counterpart their involvement in these domestic activities is 

substantially higher in comparison to that of the males. 

Chapter VII of the report presents a detailed account of freedom of 

women’s physical mobility, and their role in decision-makings. In rural 

Bihar there are several kinds of social and customary restrictions over the 

physical mobility of women. The situation is more serious incase of higher 

caste and class households, where women are simply not supposed to 

participate in economic activities. However, over the years, the physical 

mobility of women has increased and today higher proportions of women 

are allowed to participate in different works. As far as women’s decision-

making is concerned this has also improved substantially over the years. A 

larger proportion of women are now applying their political rights, and 

spending their own earned money independently. But there is still very little 

independence in terms of several domestic decisions within the house.   

Finally, some conclusions of the study and few recommendations are made 

in the last chapter (Chapter VIII). 

 

Policy Recommendations 

Socio economic characteristics of the sample households reflect a clear 

caste, class nexus in rural Bihar.  While changes in the education and health 

status of the households occurred on a moderate scale among all segments, 

SC, ST and minorities continue to be most deprived sections.  It is to be 

noted that on many indicators, the changes are marginal over the past two 

decades.  This is very disappointing as several development programs and 
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schemes addressing socio economic conditions have only marginal impact 

on the core indicators within the state. 

Specific policy suggestions in this regard would be to concentrate on certain 

indicators that have a direct bearing on the status of women. In any analysis 

on the status of women, age at marriage assumes significance as it is 

intrinsically related to the educational privileges in particular and 

predominant socially ascribed roles and autonomy attributed to women. 

 

Education & Literacy 

Literacy and adult education appears to be the key interventions to address 

both the status and position of women.  Innovative implementation of 

literacy programmes, especially through institution building of women may 

be an effective strategy that can be implmented by the government.  Several 

NGOs working in the field have demonstrated the viability of women 

sanghas or self-help groups in addressing the issue of literacy. 

There is a need to address the functional literacy needs of women in 

order to enhance their participation in economic and social spheres. 

Girl child education assumes importance in the context of gendered-

poverty of Bihar.  There is a need to address the infrastructure deficiencies 

and human resource requirements to enhance girl child participation. 

As most of the non-participation or drop-out of girls occur due to lack 

of education facilities, there is a need to develop methodologies to identify 

the schooling needs in rural areas and respond to the demand.  School 

mapping exercise through community participation is needed in order to 

create a demand system for school education.  It is found to be a very highly 

motivating experience for the rural communities to be involved in the school 

mapping exercises. 
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Government has to ensure/guarantee education facilities when the 

demand for school facilities comes from the communities.  There is also a 

greater need to enhance the facilities within the schools so that girl child can 

participate in a more effective way. 

Access to water, fuel and other fodder are important determinant in 

terms of participation of girl child in education and schooling activities.  In 

most of the surveyed villages such an access is negligible and hence girl 

child education is not visible. 

 

Health Care   

Bihar shows a decimal picture in terms of health indicators.  While there is a 

marginal improvement, as the data from the villages reveal substantial 

progress is needed in order to achieve the goals of health for all. 

Mother and child health, occupational health, working with adolescent 

girls in order to have behavior change is few important interventions needed 

in the health sector.  There is also a need to address the health and nutrition 

status of children and mothers as the data reveals very low health status.  

Immunisation, though universal in most villages is still an area  of concern 

in terms of quality of service. 

Substantial investments are required to improve the health 

infrastructure.   Access to health care has to be improved substantially with 

an effective referral system to the specialized hospitals. 

Cost of health care is another aspect, which needs the attention of the 

government.  There is a need to adopt rational drug policies and also 

improve the quality and performance of the public health systems so that 

commercialization of health systems can be avoided. 
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Health awareness and interventions in emerging issues like HIV are 

needed in rural Bihar as the health status is very low in the sampled villages.  

There is a role for NGO sector in this field, which needs to be encouraged. 

Improved access to public and private sources for health and other 

social aspects remains an important issue in rural Bihar. 

 

Work participation    

Women’s work participation is an important indicator reflecting the status of 

women.  There is great scope for formation of women self help groups so 

that woman are recognized as economic agents and also improve the status 

within the family. 

Employment opportunities, income generation activities may focus on 

women so that their participation can be increased and also the gender 

relations can be altered due to higher economic independence and value for 

women’s work.   Still the “triple burden” that women are engaged with 

remain an issue of further interventions.  There is a need to work with men 

in this respect in order to address position of women within the families. 

Work place harassment and violence are important aspects that need 

to be addressed in order to improve women’s work participation.  Coupled 

with these social security measures aimed at women workers, like insurance, 

employment security and old age benefits are important interventions that 

the government has to take and also encourage private employers to practice. 

 

Women self help groups and income generation activities and micro 

enterprise promotion would be important strategies to address the work 

participation and economic empowerment of women.  These have to be 

complemented with interventions that would reduce the workload of women.  
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Women’s workload and drudgery are two aspects that need to be 

addressed in order to improve the women’s status and also address the health 

related aspects.  Technological solutions for women’s drudgery need to be 

introduced so that woman will be able to undertake activities with less 

physical drudgery.  Agriculture related activities and mechanization of some 

of the operations are necessary.  There is a need to encourage innovations 

and also implement pilot projects in this direction. 

While several economic interventions are proposed, discrimination 

based on caste and gender aspects has to be recognized and efforts have to 

be made to arrest such discrimination..     

 

Conclusion 

The developmental problems faced by women in Bihar, be it low levels of 

sex ratio, literacy, education, nutrition, work participation rate and high 

levels of mortality, morbidity, with marginal participation in the public life, 

it needs to be analyzed from the perspective of gender. This perspective is 

based on the understanding that it is the patriarchal ideology that governs the 

interaction between the two sexes in their private and public lives with 

stereotyped images and roles set for the two genders. Adherence to this 

ideology results in women being treated as the inferior gender, primarily 

concerned with reproductive roles and restricted to the private sphere of a 

man’s life, and hence for the larger society. For a rural agrarian society like 

in Bihar, the gender ideology is overarching the cultural, social, political and 

economic spheres and unless systematic short term and long term 

programmes are designed to loosen the stronghold of this, there can only be 

peripheral impact on women’s deprivations. 
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A gender perspective to development of women, besides attitudinal 

changes and changes in the institutional and economic arrangements, 

necessitates as an entry point. It is invariable ought to be a critical mass of 

women in the spheres that are restricted hitherto for women. This is 

significant for Bihar from a policy perspective that the state needs to create 

conducive environment for this critical mass of women to enter the social, 

political and economic spheres. Any policy suggestion, therefore need to be 

geared up towards this goal.   

The key challenges that the newly formed Bihar face remains: 

empowering the vast majority of women in Bihar to access basic services 

and exercise basic rights who have been consistently deprived due to their 

gender. The improvement in the situation of women is imperative for the 

future of Bihar as no state, especially, one as underdeveloped as Bihar can 

afford to waste the capabilities of half of its population. 
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