
International Conference on
Sustainable and Inclusive  
Urban Development in India
Learning from International Experiences and Devising Future Strategies

1-3 August 2015, New Delhi

Venue
Kamaladevi Complex, India International Centre (IIC)
Lodhi Estate, New Delhi-110002

Organised by
Institute for Human Development, New Delhi 
NITI Aayog, Government of India
Department of Urban and Regional Planning, University of Florida





3

Background 
& Objective



4

International Conference on Sustainable and Inclusive Urban Development in India

Context

India is one of the fastest growing large economies in the world. It ranks third in terms of 
GDP Purchasing Power Parity.  Its per capita income, however, remains one of the lowest 
among the developing countries. Low per capita income and widespread poverty in the 
country are attributed, among other factors, to low level of urbanisation, i.e. only about 
30 per cent. Further, the pace of urbanisation in India has been much slower compared to 
most of the developing regions, such as Latin America and South-east Asia. The nature of 
growth process, driven largely by an expansion of service sector, has not improved the rate 
of urbanization, nor has it substantially reduced crowding in agrarian sector, with still about 
half of the working force dependent on it. This contrasts sharply with that of the developed 
countries and the newly industrialised countries, wherein growth was accompanied by 
the expansion of manufacturing sector. Urban development has so far received scanty 
attention in the planning process of the country. The limited urban growth that has occurred 
has been largely unplanned and informal, resulting in the sprouting of squatters and slum 
settlements. Furthermore, small and medium towns hardly received attention in terms of 
planning and provision of infrastructure.  It is only in the recent years that a major mission, 
titled the Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Renewal Mission, was launched in the country. The current 
government, while continuing this mission in the name of Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and 
Urban Transformation (AMRUT), has launched a major initiative of “Smart Cities” bringing a 
fresh focus onto urban planning.  

Recent Trends in Urbanisation

There have been significant changes in the trends and patterns of the urbanisation process 
in recent years. The Census of 2011 has shown that for the first time more people from 
urban India were added to the total population as compared to rural India. This has been 
accompanied by a large decline in agricultural employment and increase in non-agricultural 
employment even within the rural areas. There is evidence that commutation has also 
increased. It is widely believed that this process of diversification of the workforce from 
agriculture would continue as India is likely to experience a high rate of economic growth, 
coupled with the ‘youth bulge’ which is set to continue during the next couple of decades. 
The current emphasis of the Government of India on manufacturing, as manifested in the 
slogan “Make in India”, is likely to give a further impetus to it. There has also been a distinct 
change in the policy regime. This includes a mega mission to transform 100 big cities into 
‘smart cities’. Many of them would be in the proximity of large cities while others would 
be lower order towns.  A separate ‘Urban Housing Mission’ is also being set up. The need 
to revive small and medium towns to usher in a spatially balanced growth process in the 
country has also been conceived through AMRUT. 


