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International Conference on Sustainable and Inclusive Urban Development in India

Chief Guests and Key Speakers

Inaugural Address

Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu is currently the Minister for Urban Development, 
Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation and Parliamentary Affairs, government 
of India. He was elected a member of the Rajya Sabha from Karnataka 
in 1998 and has been continuously re-elected as the same since then. 
He went on to become Union Cabinet Minister for Rural Development 
in the NDA government in 1999. In the past, as a parliamentarian, he has 
served as the Chairman, Committee on Petitions, Rajya Sabha,(2006-08) 
and the Committee on Home Affairs , Rajya Sabha,(2008-14). He also 
been a member of various committees such as the Standing Committee 
on Finance (2004-06) and the Consultative Committee for the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution  
(2005) . As an agriculturist, a farmer, a political and social worker and a 
student union leader, he has written several articles on subjects of political 
and public interest subjects of public and political interest, democratic 
decentralization and on other important issues of national concern. He has 
also motivated and guided voluntary organizations involved in constructive 
works in the fields of agriculture, health, animal care, vocational training, 
education etc.

Keynote Address

Professor Arvind Panagariya is Vice-Chairman, Niti Aayog and has been 
Professor of Indian Political Economy at Columbia University. He is a 
former Chief Economist of the Asian Development Bank and Professor 
of Economics at the University of Maryland at College Park. He has also 
worked with the World Bank, IMF and UNCTAD in various capacities. He 
holds a Ph.D. degree in Economics from Princeton University. Shri Panagariya 
has authored more than fifteen books. His book India: The Emerging Giant 
(2008, OUP, New York) was listed as a top pick of 2008 by the Economist 
magazine and described as the "definitive book on the Indian economy" 
by Fareed Zakaria of the CNN. The Economist magazine has described 
his book, Why Growth Matters, (with Jagdish Bhagwati) as "a manifesto for 
policymakers and analysts." Professor Panagariya's scientific papers have 
appeared in the top economics journals such as the American Economic 
Review and the Quarterly Journal of Economics while his policy papers 
have appeared in the Foreign Affairs and Foreign Policy. Until recently, he 
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wrote a monthly column in the Times of India and his guest columns have 
appeared in the Financial Times, Wall Street Journal and India Today. In 
March 2012, the Government of India honoured Panagariya with Padma 
Bhusan, the third highest civilian honors the country bestows in any field.

Valedictory Address

Professor Bibek Debroy, Padma Shri  ,is an  Economist and  a permanent 
member of NITI Aayog (or National Institution for Transforming India 
Aayog), which is the replacement of Planning Commission and will act as 
a think-tank to the government of India. Bibek Debroy is Professor at the 
Centre for Policy Research in New Delhi. A well-known economist, he has 
served as the Consultant to the Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry 
of Finance, and Government of India. Bibek has authored several books, 
papers and popular articles. He is also the Consulting Editor of some of the 
most prominent financial newspapers 

His past positions include the Director of the Rajiv Gandhi Institute for 
Contemporary Studies, Consultant to the Department of Economic Affairs 
of Finance Ministry (Government of India), Secretary General of PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Director of the project LARGE 
(Legal Adjustments and Reforms for Globalising the Economy), set up by 
the Finance Ministry and UNDP for examining legal reforms in India. 

Biographies of Speakers/Presenters and other Resource Persons



86

International Conference on Sustainable and Inclusive Urban Development in India

Abhinav Alakshendra is an assistant professor with the Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning at University of Florida. Dr. Alakshendra’s research interests are 
mainly focused around the areas of applied microeconomics, urban and regional 
economics, development economics, and housing issues. He is recipient of many 
prestigious research grants including McArthur Foundation and UKAID. He has 
also worked on Kansas Department of Transportation grant. His KDOT study was 
awarded one of the 16 high value projects nationwide.

Alakh N. Sharma is currently Professor and Director of the Institute for Human 
Development (IHD), New Delhi. He has worked as faculty at leading academic 
institutions such as the Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi; V.V. Giri National 
Labour Institute, Noida; Shri Ram Centre for Industrial Relations, New Delhi; and 
A.N. Sinha Institute of Social Studies, Patna. He has directed/coordinated more than 
30 research projects in various areas such as livelihoods, poverty, employment, 
and labour markets. He has authored/edited/co-edited 18 books and published 
around 50 research papers in various journals. He is also Editor of the Indian 
Journal of Labour Economics (IJLE), the quarterly journal of the Indian Society 
of Labour Economics (ISLE), and co-editor of IHD’s bi-annual journal, the Indian 
Journal of Human Development (IJHD).

Amaresh Dubey is Professor of Economics at the Centre for the Study of Regional 
Development (CSRD), Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He has been a 
Senior Fellow at National Council of Applied Economic Research, and taught 
economics in the North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong before moving to JNU. 
His research interest includes poverty assessment, education, labour markets and 
industrial organisation. He has published four books and over fifty articles and 
papers in peer reviewed journals and edited volumes. At present he is one of the 
PIs on India Human Development Survey project. 

Amita Bhide is Professor and Chairperson of the Center of Urban Planning, 
Policy and Governance in the School of Habitat Studies. She did her MA 
in Social Work, specializing in Urban and Rural Community Development 
in 1990 and has been engaged in teaching at the Institute for over sixteen 
years, A former faculty in the School of Social Work in the Department of 
Urban and Rural Community Development, she has been deeply involved 
in issues related to urban poor communities, community organization and 
housing rights movements and advocacy groups. She has also worked on 
issues of tribal development and rural governance. She has been involved in 
several Committees of the local and state government in addressing issues 
of housing and poverty. She is the recipient of the Inaugural fellowship of 
the India China Institute on New School University, New York.  Professor 
Bhide’s recent work at the School of Habitat Studies has been on urban 
governance reforms, housing and land issues with a focus on small and 
medium towns in Maharashtra. She also heads the M East Ward Social and 
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Economic Transformation Program, an action research project that seeks 
to create a model of inclusive urban development in M East Ward, the 
poorest municipal ward in Mumbai

Amitabh Kundu is currently Visiting Professor at the Institute for Human 
Development and Senior Fellow at Delhi Policy Group, New Delhi. He was 
Professor of Economics for 43 years and Dean of the School of Social 
Sciences at Jawaharlal Nehru University. He has been a member of National 
Statistical Commission. He has been chairperson of the Expert Group on 
Diversity Index and Post Sachar Evaluation Committee appointed by the 
Ministry of Minority Affairs. Currently, he is chairperson of the Technical 
Advisory Committee on Housing Start up at Reserve Bank of India the 
Committee to Determine Slum Vulnerability Index at the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Poverty Alleviation. Also, he is the chairperson of a large national 
Civil Society Organization called Samarthan working at grass root level. He 
has about thirty five books and three hundred research articles, published 
in India and abroad, to his credit.

Anil Kumar Jain is the Adviser (Energy) at NITI Aayog. He is an expert in the 
development of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME). He has served the 
Ministry of MSME, Government of India for 34 years at various levels and retired as 
Director (IPR). He has played an instrumental role in setting up of Intellectual Property 
Facilitation Centers for MSME’s in various parts of the country for the guidance of 
SMEs especially on the issues of Intellectual Property Rights.He is presently working 
as Research Associate with Planning Commission, Govt. of India, New Delhi as 
a Research Associate appraising Infrastructure Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
projects. He hold a post graduate diploma in Project Planning and Infrastructure 
Management from the Department of Business Management, Rajasthan University.

Ashima Sood is an urban researcher and writer, who is currently affiliated with the 
Woxsen School of Business, Hyderabad. Her research and writings have appeared 
and are forthcoming in a number of publications such as the International Journal 
of Urban Studies, Economic and Political Weekly and the World Social Science 
Report 2014 (published by UNESCO and the International Social Science Council), 
among other places.

Bhim Reddy is a Associate Fellow at Institute for Human Development, and an 
Associate Editor of the Indian Journal of Human Development. His Ph.D from the 
Department of Anthropology, University of Hyderabad, focused on rural-urban 
labour migration and agrarian change. His research interests are in agrarian political 
economy, contemporary manifestations of caste, everyday lives and politics of 
migrant and informal labour in cities, emerging recruitment practices in urban 
labour markets, and urban inequality and violence.
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Brij Maharaj is a senior Professor in Geography, who has received widespread 
recognition for his research in various spheres including urban politics, segregation, 
displacement, local economic development, xenophobia and human rights, migration 
and diasporas, religion, philanthropy and development. He has published over 150 
scholarly papers in renowned journals such as Urban Studies, International Journal of 
Urban and Regional Studies, Political Geography, Urban Geography, Antipode, Polity 
and Space, Geoforum, Local Economy, and GeoJournal, as well as five co-edited 
book collections. He is also co-editor of the South African Geographical Journal 
(Routledge), and serves on several international editorial boards. He is a B-Rated NRF 
researcher. In addition, he is a regular media commentator on topical issues, which 
reflects his commitment to intellectualism in the public domain.

Chetan Vaidya, an Architect-Planner, is Director of the School of Planning and 
Architecture (SPA) New Delhi, since September 2012. He is Visiting Fellow at 
the University of Melbourne. He was Director of the National Institute of Urban 
Affairs (NIUA) during the period 2008-12. He also worked on Indo-USAID Financial 
Institutions Reform and Expansion Program (FIRE) during the period 1995-2008. 

Chinmay Tumbe is with the School of Public Policy and Governance, Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences (TISS), Hyderabad. He has previously worked in academic, 
corporate, and government institutions in India, UK, and Italy. His research interests 
include urban economics and economic history. Currently, he is directing a 
research project titled, “The Growth of Cities in India, 1870-2020.”

Christopher Silver, Ph.D., FAICP, is Professor and Dean of the University of 
Florida’s College of Design, Construction and Planning. Dr. Silver served for 
three years as Urban Development Advisor to Indonesia under a USAID. He 
has also held academic appointments at the Virginia Commonwealth University. 
His international experience in Indonesia began in 1989 with a Fulbright Senior 
Lectureship at the University of Indonesia, followed by stints in 1992 and 2004 at 
the Institute of Technology, Bandung. He has spent eighteen years researching 
urban development and decentralisation in that country, as well as developing 
and implementing faculty and student exchange programmes. He is the author 
or co-author of five books, including Planning the Megacity:  Jakarta, Indonesia 
in the Twentieth Century (Routledge, 2008), and Planning and Decentralization: 
Contested Spaces for Action in the Global South, with V. Beard and F. Miraftab 
(Taylor and Francis, 2008), as well as numerous articles, chapters, book reviews, 
paper presentations, and speeches. He has held major positions in several national 
professional organisations. Currently, he is the Editor of the Journal of Planning 
History, Chair of the Global Planning Education Association Network, and 
Secretary General of the International Planning History Society. 

David Amborski is the founding Director of Ryerson’s Centre for Urban Research 
and Land Development, Toronto. His research, publications, and consulting 
interests pertain to the interface between Planning and Economics. He has 
consulted for the federal, provincial, and local governments. His current activities 
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include being an academic advisor to the National Executive Public Land Forum, 
the Institute of Local Government and Finance at the Munk Centre (University of 
Toronto), and Senior Associate at the Canadian Urban Institute.   Internationally, he 
has undertaken work for the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), 
the World Bank, and the Inter-American Development Bank, in Eastern Europe, 
Latin America, and Asia.  

Debolina Kundu is an Associate Professor at the National Institute of Urban Affairs 
and has about 20 years of professional experience in the field of development 
studies. She has been a doctoral fellow with the ICSSR and post-doctoral fellow 
at the Local Government Initiative, Hungary. She has previously been engaged 
as a consultant with several national and international organisations such as the 
Indian Institute of Dalit Studies (IIDS), UNDP, UNESCAP, KfW Germany, GIZ, and 
Urban Institute, Washington, on issues of urban development, governance, and 
social exclusion. She has been the coordinator of the Jawaharlal Nehru National 
Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) Reform Appraisal. At present, she is in charge 
of the Data Centre and HUDCO Chair activities at NIUA, and is coordinating a 
project on ‘Internal Migration in India’. She is also the editor of the bi-annual Journal 
Environment and Urbanisation, Asia. 

Dipankar Gupta is currently a Distinguished Professor, Director of Centre for 
Public Affairs and Critical Theory at  Shiv Nadar University, New Delhi. He serves 
on the board of institutions like the Reserve Bank of India, the National Bank for 
Agricultural and Rural Development (NABARD) and Max India.He taught sociology 
in Jawaharlal Nehru University.He was awarded Chevalier of the Order of Arts and 
Letters by the French Government. He Was Visiting Professor at Toronto, Paris, 
London and Senior Fulbright Fellow at University of Massachusetts and Woodrow 
Wilson Fellow in Washington DC.

Elisa T. Bertuzzo’s research work is located in the field of cultural studies. She 
is currently carrying out research on circular migration and habitat in India 
and Bangladesh at the Technical University of Berlin. Since her dissertation on 
everyday life production of space in Dhaka, submitted in 2008, she has continued 
to undertake research on subaltern livelihoods in the subcontinent. Beside her 
academic appointments, she works with the non-profit organisation, Habitat 
Forum Berlin.

Geetam Tiwari is Coordinator Transportation Research and Injury Prevention 
Programme at IIT Delhi and  MoUD Chair Professor for Transport Planning at the 
Department of Civil Engineering, IIT Delhi. She  obtained B. Arch degree  from 
the University of Roorkee and  Master of Urban Planning and Policy, and Ph.D. 
in Transport Planning and Policy, from the University of Illinois, Chicago. She has 
been Adlerbretska Guest Professor for sustainable urban transport at the Chalmers 
University of Technology, Sweden 2007-2010.  She has been working in the area of 
traffic and transport planning focusing on pedestrians, bicycles and bus systems. 
She has published over 80  research papers on transportation planning and safety 
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in national and international journals and peer reviewed seminar proceedings. 
Received International Velocity Falco Lecture Prize, Barcelona, Spain, the Stockholm 
Partnerships award for local impact, innovative thinking and a potential for replication 
or transferability. She is editor-in-chief of the International Journal of Injury Control 
and Safety Promotion since 2009.

Ilir Bejleri is an associate professor with the Department of Urban and Regional 
Planning and Co-director of Geoplan Center at University of Florida. Dr. Bejleri’s 
research concerns the use of information technology in planning, primarily in the 
areas of transportation information systems, public health, and 3D visualisation 
for urban design. Dr. Bejleri has worked on several projects that integrate 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology in supporting transportation 
demand modeling, walkability analysis, and traffic safety improvements. He has 
conducted the design and development of GIS databases and environmental 
analysis tools to support the process of efficient transportation decision-making 
for the Florida Department of Transportation. He has conceptualised and directed 
the development and production of a state-wide geospatial analytical system for 
visualisation and analysis of traffic collisions, currently in operation in the state of 
Florida. In the sphere of health-related planning, he has designed and developed 
a national information system prototype to support efforts for the reduction 
of childhood obesity, and has researched and implemented methods to assess 
inequalities of accessibility to healthcare.  His research also includes the use of 
3D visualisation and simulation technologies to inform the planning and design of 
cities.

Jagan Shah is Director of the National Institute of Urban Affairs, the premier think-
tank of the Ministry of Urban Development. NIUA is the national PMU for the 
heritage cities mission (HRIDAY) and the nodal institute for capacity building for 
the AMRUT and SMART City missions.

Jeemol Unni is Director and Professor of Economics at Institute of Rural Management, 
Anand (IRMA) and was Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Chair Professor of Rural 
Economics at IRMA and Professor at the Gujarat Institute of Development Research, 
Ahmedabad. She was Visiting Faculty at the Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, 
CEPT University, Ahmedabad and International Center for Research on Women, 
Washington DC. She was ILO Consultant with the National Commission for 
Enterprises in the Unorganised Sector, New Delhi and to the Prime Minister’s High 
Level Committee on Status of Muslims of India (Sachar Committee), member of 
the Post Sachar Committee to study the progress of Muslim minorities post 2006 
constituted by the Ministry of Minority Affairs. She is member of the Editorial 
Board of the Indian Journal of Labour Economics, New Delhi. Her recent books 
are Ecology Economy: Quest for a Socially Informed Connection (co-authored), 
Social Income and Insecurity: A Study of Gujarat, (co-authored), Flexibility of 
Labour in Globalizing India: The Challenge of Skills and Technology, (co-authored), 
and Informal Economy Centrestage: New Structures of Employment, (Co-edited)
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Jessica Seddon is Founder-Director of Okapi, an IIT Madras-incubated research 
and consulting group focused on institutional design, and Senior Fellow at the IIT 
Madras Centre for Technology and Policy. Her work focuses on the interaction 
between technology change, information ecosystems, and social structures for 
collective action. 

Jieming ZHU teaches in the Department of Urban Planning, Tongji University, 
Shanghai, China. He is Chief Planner of the Tongji Urban Planning and Design 
Institute; and Expert Advisor to the Urban Planning Commission, Municipal 
Government of Guangzhou. His research interests concern the institutional 
analysis of urban development, and urban planning in high-density low-income 
Asian cities. In 1999, he published a book entitled The Transition of China’s 
Urban Development: From Plan-controlled to Market-led, with Praeger. He is 
Corresponding Editor of the International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 
(2008-2014), and an Editorial Broad member of the Journal of Planning Theory and 
Practice, and Habitat International.

Joseli Macedo is Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning. She has done her Ph.D. in Architecture from University of 
Florida. Her areas of expertise are Community Planning, Cross-Cultural Design, 
Global Contexts, Housing Studies, International Planning, Sustainability, and Urban 
Design.

Jocelyn Widmer is the Program Director and Assistant Scholar for Online Degree 
Programs, Department of Urban and Regional Planning at the University of Florida. 
Jocelyn’s experience in online technologies and engagement is part of her teaching 
and international research agenda.  She has worked in the Pacific Islands, South-
east Asia, Africa, and Latin America, with organisations, foundations, institutions, 
businesses, and governments to address global development issues ranging 
from the policy realm to impacts at the community scale, with an emphasis on 
innovative opportunities and partnerships. Her research lies at the intersection 
of urban planning and global health, with a particular focus on community- and 
technology-based approaches to development, wherein communication and 
education are equally critical for dissemination and development. 

Kalpana Viswanath is a researcher who has been working on issues of violence 
against women and safer cities for women for over 20 years. She has led research 
studies on violence against women in public spaces in the city. She spearheaded 
the Safe Delhi for Women safety campaign led by Jagori since 2005 and led the 
research work that included conducting women’s safety audits and surveys. She 
has been involved with UN Habitat, UN Women and Plan International in planning 
safe city programs. She has also provided technical support to safe city for women 
programs in Cambodia, Pakistan, Kerala, Mumbai and Kolkata. She is the Chair of 
the International Advisory Committee of Women in Cities International and is on 
the Advisory Group for the second State of Asian cities report to be brought out 
by ESCAP and UN Habitat. She has published widely.
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Karen Coelho is an urban anthropologist working as Assistant Professor at the 
Madras Institute of Development Studies (MIDS), Chennai, focusing on reforms in 
municipal governance, informal labor, urban ecologies, and urban civil society. She 
teaches modules on History of Development Thought and Ethnographic and 
Qualitative Methods at MIDS. She has done her PhD in Sociocultural Anthropology 
(Minor in Applied Anthropology) at University of Arizona.

Kulwant Singh (M.A., Ph.D.) is the Asia Regional Advisor of UN-Habitat since 
2004. Prior to that he was Executive Director, Human Settlements Management 
Institute, New Delhi for 12 years. An urban economist, he was part of the Indian 
Economic Service from 1971-1992. He has published widely on the topics of urban 
management and provision of urban basic services. Some of his earlier edited 
works include: Integrated Urban Infrastructure Development in Asia, Oxford & 
IBH Publishing Co. Pvt.  Ltd; Urban India in Crisis, New Age  International (P) Ltd; 
Financing and Pricing of Urban Infrastructure, New Age  International (P) Ltd. His 
recent research work related to “Mapping Poverty to Reach the Urban Poor” 
published in SCH 44-4, December 2014 and an Issue Paper on Smart Cities for 
HABITAT-III.  He has been a visiting faculty at UNESCO-IHE Delft, IHS, Rotterdam, 
the Netherlands from 2004-2011. Currently he is a member of the international 
jury for Dr. Sarphati Sanitation Award and is the Chair Steering Committee: 2015 
Asia Pacific Housing Forum 5.   

Lewis Ferdinand is Lecturer at Department of Urban and Regional Planning, 
University of Florida. He has done his Ph.D. in Policy, Planning & Development from 
University of Southern California. His areas of expertise are Civic Engagement, 
Qualitative Methods, Quality of Life and the Built Environment, Urban Design.

Manoj Bandan Balsamanta is a Senior Research Associate at IHD. His doctoral 
dissertation focused on caste, class and social capital in higher education. His 
research interests are in sociology of Indian Sociology; canon formation; 
contemporary and unfamiliar caste; (re)production of advantages and marginalities 
in higher education; and the political economy of inequalities and violence.

Mathew Idiculla is a Research Associate at the School of Policy and Governance 
at Azim Premji University, Bangalore. He has also been a researcher in the “Global 
Suburbanisms: Governance, Land, and Infrastructure in the 21st Century,” a project 
housed at CITY Institute, York University, Toronto. He is a lawyer by training and 
works on various areas wherein law, politics, and policy intersect. He has widely 
researched on Bangalore’s urban governance system and contributed to the 
report of the Expert Committee on BBMP Restructuring.  

Meenu Tewari is an Associate Professor of Economic Development and Urban 
Planning at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and HUDCO Chair 
Visiting Professor at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic 
Relations, New Delhi.  Her research focuses on the political economy of 
development, industrialisation, urbanisation, institutional reform, skill formation, 
and upgrading within regional and global production networks.  She is currently 



93

engaged in research that examines the competitiveness of cities in the context of 
climate adaptation and on-service delivery reform in the water sector.  Her work 
has been published in several journals including World Development, Competition 
and Change, Environment and Planning A, Oxford Development Studies and the 
Global Economy Journal.

Milap Punia is professor in geography at the Centre for the Study of Regional 
Development, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, 
India. He did his Post Doctoral research work on urban studies from School of 
Forestry and Environment Studies, Yale University, USA. He served as scientist in 
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing Division, Indian Institute of Remote Sensing-
ISRO from 2002 to 2006. His areas of research include urban studies, spatial 
data analysis for urban planning and regional development; sustainability, land use 
change, spatial aspects of governance and to bridge research gap between social 
sciences and remote sensing discipline.  He is involved in various research projects 
of international (Subaltern Urbanization-ANR, remapping of global South-DAAD 
and national repute (Hyperspectral Mapping, Geovisualisation of Landscape-DST-
GOI and Spatial aspects of Governance-ICSSR). He has about 45 research papers 
in the reputed national and international journals and in edited books.

M. Vijayabaskar is Assistant Professor at the Madras Institute of Development 
Studies. His research centres on how social institutions and regional political 
economy mediate the processes of industrial development and labour markets. 
He is the Co-editor of Participolis: Consent and Contention in Neoliberal Urban 
India (2013) and has published in numerous scholarly journals and media outlets.

Neha G. Tripathi is an Environmental Planner with 14 years of experience and 
working as Assistant Professor in SPA, New Delhi. She did her Doctoral (2013) and 
Post Graduation (Gold Medalist) from School of Planning and Architecture, New 
Delhi. She has professional affiliations of Institute of Town Planners, New Delhi, 
Council of Architecture and Indian Building Council

Nikita Sharma is a Research Associate with IHD. She is an Architect by training with 
her Masters in Urban Design from National University of Singapore.  Her research 
interests are in Urban Spaces, Urban morphology and Politics of Planning. Her Design 
Proposal ‘ Whampoa- Walkabout Neighbourhood’ won Best Planning Project, 2013 
(Student Category) by Singapore Institute of Planners. She was a participants of 
International Forum on Urbanism (IFoU) at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. 

Rakesh Ranjan is Adviser in NITI Aayog,  Government of India, currently heading 
its Divisions of Housing and Urban Affairs. He is part of the team which finalized 
the strategy for efficient urbanisation in the 12th plan. He was also a member 
of the Committee on Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission for 
recommending its improved architecture and is a convener of the committee 
on Capacity Building and Urban Planning. His other major responsibilities have 
been to examine proposals of large urban transport projects like Metro Rail and 
help in optimal restructuring and financing of such projects.  He has also worked 
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as Director in Infrastructure Division (Highways and Power sector) in erstwhile 
Planning Commission where creation of a suitable regulatory framework for 
attracting private investment under PPP was the main focus. 

Rajesh Shukla is currently heading a Delhi based non-for-profit research 
centre ‘People Research on India’s Consumer Economy’ (PRICE) branded as ICE 
360°. , as a Managing Director & CEO. He is also engaged as India Country 
Head, Europe India Networking Social Science Research Programme and 
Visiting Professor, Institute for Human Development (IHD, Delhi). He has authored 17 
books, 25 research reports. He has worked as technical advisor to several reputed 
national and international institutions such as United Nations Committee on Tourism 
Statistics, WTO, Spain; McKinsey Global Institute, Washington; Government of 
Sultanate of Oman; Asian Development Bank, Manila; Yale Centre for Consumer 
Insight, and so on. He has been engaged in compiling, integrating and analysing 
GESIS longitudinal datasets of European Countries. He is part of the collaborative 
research on ‘Construction of Global Indicators of Science and Technology’ at the 
London School of Economics since 2002

Ratoola Kundu, is an Assistant Professor at the School of Habitat Studies, TISS 
Mumbai. She  teaches Sustainable Urban Tansportation Policies and Planning, 
Habitat Planning Theory and Practice, Planning the Indian City and Research 
Design in the Masters Program in Urban Policy and Governance. Her current  
research interests include examining the practices and politics of urban planning  
and exploring urban informality as a mode of producing urban areas.She has 
a PhD in Urban Planning and Policy from University of Illinois Chicago. Her 
doctoral dissertation work investigated the socio-spatial contestations around the 
production of urban peripheries through a case study of Rajarhat periurban area 
on the oustkirts of Kolkata

Renu Desai is a Researcher and Coordinator at the Centre for Urban Equity, CEPT 
University, Ahmedabad. Her research examines the concepts of urban informality 
and urban transformation in Indian cities, with a focus on questions of equitable 
development and urban citizenship. She has published chapters in several books 
and journal articles pertaining to her research in Ahmedabad and Mumbai. She is 
also co-editor of Urbanizing Citizenship: Contested Spaces in Indian Cities (Sage, 
New Delhi, 2012).

Ruth L. Steiner, Ph.D. is a professor and director of the Center for Health and 
the Built Environment in the Department of Urban and Regional Planning, the 
former Associate Director of the Center for Multimodal Solutions to Congestion 
Mitigation, and an affiliate faculty in the School of Natural Resources and 
Environment and the Transportation Research Center (TRC) at the University of 
Florida.   Her research focuses on the coordination of transportation and land 
use, with a particular focus on planning for all modes of transportation and 
its impact on communities, the environment, and health.  She is co-author of 
Energy Efficiency and Human Activity: Global Trends and Prospects (Cambridge 
University Press, 1992) and author of over sixty book chapters, journal articles, 
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reviews and research reports. Dr. Steiner is a member of the Pedestrian and the 
Transportation and Transportation History Committees of the Transportation 
Research Board (TRB) and the Scientific Committee of the World Congress on 
Transportation Research Society (WCTRS).  She received her B.A. in History from 
Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin, an M.B.A. from the University of 
Wisconsin in Milwaukee and a Masters of City Planning and a Ph. D. from the 
University of California at Berkeley. 

Sanjeev Kumar,  belongs to IAS of Maharashtra  Cadre and is working in Ministry 
of Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation as Joint Secretary & Mission director for 
Housing for All. He Graduated in Electronics & Communication Engineering from 
University of Roorkee now known as IIT Roorkee. He has obtained M.Tech in 
Communication Engineering from IIT, Kanpur. He has also obtained a degree in 
Financial Management from Jamuna Lal Bajaj Institution of Management Studies, 
Mumbai University. Shri Sanjeev Kumar possesses wide experience of working 
in the field of infrastructure and Finance in Government of Maharashtra and in 
Government of India. Prior to current assignment, Sanjeev Kumar worked as 
Director in Ministry of Power, Incharge of Rajiv Gandhi Gramen Vidyutikaran 
Yojna (RGGVY) & Restructured Accelerated Power Development & Reform 
Program (RAPDRP). Shri Sanjeev Kumar has earlier served in various Ministries and 
departments of the Government of Maharashtra viz. State Sales Tax Department, 
Water Supply & Sanitation Department and Industries Department.

Sanjeev Vidyarthi who trained as an architect, urban designer and spatial 
planner,  is a scholar and practitioner of ideas and actions in the domain of human 
settlements. He studies how to make better plans for places and holds a tenured 
position in the department of Urban Planning and Policy, University of Illinois at 
Chicago. His research interests span the fields of planning theory, history and 
globalisation and development studies, and his current research explores the issue 
of who does (and should do) the planning work. While undertaking work that 
explores planning efforts in a wide variety of urban settings,  he  has lived, worked, 
and studied in the Middle East, India, western Europe, and the United States.

Sandeep Agrawal is a Professor and Director of the Planning Program at the 
University of Alberta, Canada. He is an urban and regional planner whose 
research interests include land use planning and design, international planning, 
multiculturalism and human rights, and planning policy. Having served on 
various municipal and provincial boards and tribunals, Dr. Agrawal has extensive 
experience in administrative law and decision-making. Recently, the provincial 
cabinet appointed him on the Municipal Government Board that hears appeals 
on sub-division applications, property assessments, inter-municipal disputes, 
municipal annexations, and other matters.

Shailesh Pathak, in his 29-year career span, has spent 13 years in financial services 
and infrastructure, and 16 years with the Indian Government as an IAS officer. In 
the private sector, he has worked with the ICICI group for six years over two stints, 
apart from IDFC, SREI Infrastructure Finance and Principle Capital, London. In the 
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Bhartiya Group, he has business responsibilities for the urban development sector, 
especially smart cities and mass housing, as also SEZs. His areas of interest include 
cities, infrastructure, finance and public policy. 

He graduated from IIM Calcutta and SRCC, Delhi. He also has an LLB, a Diploma 
in Business Finance from ICFAI, and a Diploma in Ornithology from Bombay 
Natural History Society. Most recently, he was at the University of Oxford’s Said 
Business School for a four-month leadership programme in 2011.

Sher Verick is currently Senior Employment Specialist in the International Labour 
Office’s Decent Work (DWT) for South Asia. Prior to joining the DWT in Delhi, he 
worked as Senior Research Economist for the ILO in Geneva. He has also worked 
for the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and various research 
institutions in Europe and Australia. He holds a Master’s degree in Development 
Economics from the Australian National University and a PhD in Economics from 
the University of Bonn. Since December 2004, he has been a Research Fellow of 
the Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA). He has published in a range of journals, 
including the Economic Record, Journal of African Economies and Oxford Bulletin 
of Economics and Statistics, and IZA Journal of Labor Policy, and authored or 
edited a number of volumes, including From the Great Recession to Labour 
Market Recovery: Issues, Evidence and Policy Options (2011), Perspectives on 
Labour Economics for Development (2013), and the Labour Markets of Emerging 
Economies (2013). His current research focuses on the changing patterns of 
female employment in developing countries, especially in South Asia. 

Shivanand Swamy, an economist and urban and regional planner, has been an 
educator, researcher, policy advisor and consultant on development planning, 
specifically on integrated landuse–transport planning and design and urban 
development management. He has been involved in teaching at CEPT University 
since 1986. Prof. Swamy has assisted the cities of Surat and Ahmedabad in evolving 
their city mobility plans. He has been instrumental in planning and operationalising 
the Bus Rapid Transit System (BRTS) in Ahmedabad and Surat, and provided support 
to the Union Ministry of Urban Development in evolving planning and design 
guidelines for BRTS as well as in scaling up of bus-based services in various cities 
of India. Besides Ahmedabad and Surat, he is involved with BRTS development in 
Bhubaneswar, Hubli–Dharwad and Vadodara. He has designed toolkits on various 
aspects of urban transport and land use - transport integration and is assisting the 
Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India in formulating a national urban 
transport research facility. He is an active member of the Developing Countries 
Committee of the Transport Research Board and an Advisor to Land Transport 
Academy.

Shubhagato Dasgupta is a Senior Fellow at CPR and director of the Scaling 
City Institutions for India (Sci-Fi) Sanitation initiative. His current research focuses 
on drinking water and sanitation in India and the world. In the past he led a 
collaboration between the UK’s DFID and India’s Ministry of Housing and Urban 
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Poverty Alleviation. He has also worked in a wide range of other public, private, 
multilateral, and non governmental organisations, including the World Bank, the 
Infrastructure Development Finance Company (IDFC), the Housing and Urban 
Development Corporation (HUDCO). He was trained as an architect and holds an 
MSc in housing and development planning from the Development Planning Unit 
of the University College London

Sonalde Desai is a Senior Fellow at NCAER with a joint appointment as Professor 
of Sociology at the University of Maryland.  She is a demographer whose work 
deals primarily with human development in developing countries with a particular 
focus on gender and class inequalities. While most of her research focusses 
on India, she has also undertaken comparative studies across South Asia, Latin 
America and Sub-Saharan Africa.  She has published articles in a wide range of 
sociology and demography journals. At present, she is leading a large national 
representative panel survey, India Human Development Survey, at NCAER.

S. Chandrasekhar is Associate Professor, Indira Gandhi Institute for Development 
Research (IGIDR), Mumbai and Non-Resident Visiting Scholar (2014-15), CASI, 
University of Pennsylvania. He is a recipient of the Japanese Award for Outstanding 
Research on Development at the Global Development Awards and Medals 
Competition, 2011. Among his ongoing research projects are: ‘Strengthen and 
Harmonize Research and Action on Migration in the Indian Context’ and ‘System 
of Promoting Appropriate National Dynamism for Agriculture and Nutrition’.

Sunil Kumar Mishra is presently working as an Associate Fellow at the Institute for 
Human Development. He has done his post graduation and M.Phil in economics 
at Sambalpur University, Orissa. He has joined as an ICSSR Research Fellow at G. 
B. Pant Social Science Institute, Jhunsi, Allahabad. He has worked extensively in 
the area of livelihood, child deprivation, food security and poverty. Presently he 
is working in the project ‘Growth, Urbanization Rural-Urban Linkages in Bihar’ 
sponsored by IGC International growth Centre. He has authored two books and 
published around 15 papers/chapters in journals and edited books.

Subhro Guhathakurta is Director of the Center for Geographic Information Systems 
(CGIS) and Professor in the School of City and Regional Planning at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology. He was previously Associate Director of the School of 
Geographical Sciences and Urban Planning at Arizona State University (ASU), and 
one of the founding faculty members of ASU’s School of Sustainability. He is 
currently a Co-editor of the Journal of Planning Education and Research, which is 
the flagship journal for the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (ACSP). He 
was awarded the Mercator Professorship by Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 
(German National Science Foundation) in 2007. Professor Guhathakurta is also 
visiting faculty at the UNEP Institute of Environment for Sustainable Development 
at Tongji University, Shanghai, China.
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Tanuka Endow is a Fellow at the Institute for Human Development, New Delhi. 
She has worked in the area of education and was co-author of the UNICEF report 
‘All in School: Global Initiative on Out of School Children, A Situational Study of 
India’, 2014, which also formed the basis for the South Asian Regional Report under 
the Global Initiative on Out of School Children.  She was a co-editor of the book 
‘Human Development in the Global South: Emerging Perspectives in the Era of Post-
Millennium Development Goals’, and the Associate Editor and contributor for the 
Delhi Human Development Report 2013, published by Delhi Government and IHD. 

Vardhna Puri completed her Masters in Human Development and Childhood 
Studies from the University of Delhi in 2010. Since then, she has been working with 
various organisations in the development network. Her longest stint was with the 
Aga Khan Development Network where she worked as a Program Coordinator 
of the Early Childhood Care and Development Programme, which is part of the 
larger Urban Renewal Initiative. She was involved in designing and implementing 
programmes for children below six years of age who live in Nizamuddin Basti in 
New Delhi. Currently she is enrolled as a PhD student with the University of Delhi 
and she plans to study childhood, migration, and policy implications.

Wilmar Salim is a Senior Lecturer and Chair of Graduate Program in Regional and 
City Planning, the School of Architecture, Planning and Policy Development, at 
Institut Teknologi Bandung in Indonesia. He earned a Ph.D. in Urban and Regional 
Planning from the University of Hawaii at Manoa in 2009.

Zhong-Ren Peng is the Professor and Director of the DCP Ph.D. Program, 
Department of Urban and Regional Planning. He has done his PhD in Urban Studies 
from Portland State University. His areas of Expertise are Geospatial Information 
Systems and Analysis, Information Technology for Planning, International Planning, 
and Landscape Planning Using GIS. Transportation and land use planning, 
modeling and policy; with particular focus on modeling the interaction among 
land use patterns, transportation behavior and air quality, and empirical analysis 
and evaluations of land use and transportation policies.
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Amit Yadav is the Commissioner at East Delhi Municipal Corporation. He has 
served as the Secretary  of Government of NCT of Delhi, from December 2012 
to December 2014, and Counselor, WTO India, from November 2009 to October 
2012 in Geneva. His areas of expertise are Public Policy, Public Administration, 
International Relation, Strategic Planning, Diplomacy, Government and Project 
Planning. He has done his MBA in Business Administration.

Amitabh Kant is Secretary, Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), 
Government of India.  He is responsible for formulation and implementation of 
industrial policy and strategies for industrial development, formulation of Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) Policy and Promotion and facilitation of FDI, Policies 
related to Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) in the fields of Patents, Trademarks, 
Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications.  Amitabh Kant has been the key 
driver of “God’s Own Country” & “Incredible India” campaigns which branded 
and marketed Kerala and India as tourism destinations.  As Secretary, DIPP, he is 
incharge of the “Make in India” initiative. He is the author of “Branding India – An 
Incredible Story”. Amitabh Kant is also Chairman of the Delhi Mumbai Industrial 
Corridor Development Corporation (DMICDC) and National Productivity Council.  
The Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) is being developed by Government 
of India as a global manufacturing and investment destination supported by world 
class infrastructure and enabling policy framework.  The DMIC project is aimed 
at the development of futuristic, smart industrial cities in India which will converge 
and integrate next generation technologies across sectors.  The DMIC cities will 
address not merely the urbanization requirements of India, but with manufacturing 
as the main economic base, will also contribute significantly to the economic 
growth of India. 

Amrita Datta is an Associate Fellow at the Institute for Human Development, 
New Delhi and a PhD researcher at the International Institute of Social Studies, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam. Her research interests are in the areas of rural-
urban migration, gender, village, and longitudinal studies. Her recent (co-authored) 
publications include: Crime against Women and Children in Delhi (Economic and 
Political Weekly, 2015) and, A Tale of Two Villages: Contrasts in Development in 
Bihar (Journal of Development Studies, 2014). 

Anant Maringanti is an urban geographer with wide-ranging expertise in leading 
multi-disciplinary research and education. He is currently Director of Hyderabad 
Urban Lab, an innovative urban research initiative to bring together spatial 
data technologies and social sciences to bear on the concrete challenges of 
contemporary cities in India and elsewhere.
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Anil Jain is a member of the Indian Administrative Service of the Government of 
India.  He has over two and a half decades of administrative experience at the 
field and policy formulation levels, and has held senior positions in the State and 
Federal Governments, in the Ministries of Agriculture, Mining, Industries, Revenue, and 
Petroleum & Natural Gas.  Between 2003 and 2008, as Director and Joint Secretary 
in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, he was closely involved with policy 
formulation and implementation on the upstream and downstream development 
of the gas sector in India, including on exploration, the award of acreages, and the 
pricing and distribution of natural gas.  He has also authored a book on policy issues 
governing the Indian natural gas sector which was published by OUP, Oxford in 
2012.  As Adviser (Energy) in the Planning Commission for the last two years, he is 
handling the oil and gas, renewable energy and energy efficiency sectors, as well as 
international cooperation.  Anil Jain holds a BA (Honours) in Economics, an MBA, and 
a Diploma from the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade.

Anil Sinha is currently the Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). He 
has been earlier the Special Director of the agency. Mr. Sinha, an IPS officer from 
Bihar, has earlier held several important positions in his home cadre. He has been 
a part of investigations of a number of disproportionate assets cases. He has also 
served as DIG and IG in Special Protection Group, New Delhi, and Additional 
Secretary in Central Vigilance Commission. Mr. Sinha possesses a post-graduate 
degree in psychology and an MPhil degree in strategic studies. He is an alumnus 
of the prestigious Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. He also 
attended the National Defence College, India

Arbind Singh is the national coordinator of National Association of Street Vendors 
of India (NASVI) and the founder of the Nidan, a well known social development 
organization working for the informal workers, women and children.

Arun Maira is one of those rare people who has held leadership positions in 
both the public and private sectors, in India and abroad. He brings a unique 
perspective to the table on how stakeholders can work together to develop a 
better society. During his career spanning five decades, he has been a Member 
of India’s Planning Commission, Chairman of the Boston Consulting Group in India, 
and CEO of Innovation Associates in the USA, and has earlier also served in 
leadership positions in the Tata Group. A well-grounded thinker and writer, his 
books include Redesigning the Aeroplane: Reforming Institutions; Transforming 
Capitalism: Improving the World for Everyone; and Shaping the Future: Aspirational 
Leadership in India and Beyond. 

Ashok Khosla founded and was president of the thirty-year-old Development 
Alternatives Group and now chairs its Board. Headquartered in New Delhi, the DA 
Group was among the first civil society organisations set up to address the issues 
of sustainable development as a whole. It also pioneered the concept of social 
enterprise, creating business-like approaches for eradicating poverty and conserving 
the natural resource base. Additional Charge - Currently, Dr Khosla is president of the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the world’s largest and most 
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representative alliance of conservation agencies and interest groups; co-president 
of the Club of Rome, a group dedicated to promoting systems-based strategic 
understanding of the world problematique and the human predicament; and co-
chair of the Resource Panel, which has been set up by UNEP to investigate the status 
and trends of natural resource use in the global economy. Public Sector - In India, 
he has served on the National Security Advisory Board, the National Environment 
Board and the Science Advisory Council to the Cabinet and on the boards of 
many official, NGO and academic bodies. Global Footprint - At the international 
level, Ashok has had several official assignments, such as Special Advisor to the 
Brundtland Commission (WCED), Chair of the ‘92 NGO Forum at the Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro, and has served on the Boards of several environment and 
conservation organizations, including Chair of the Centre for Our Common Future, 
the Club of Rome and Energy Globe, and member of IISD, Stockholm Environment 
Institute, ZERI, the Alliance for a New Humanity, EXPO 2000, Toyota Environmental 
Awards. Work for Environment - Globally, he helped to design and teach the first 
university course on the environment (as an assistant to Professor Roger Revelle 
at Harvard University, 1965); to set up and head the first governmental agency for 
the Environment in a developing country (under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 1972); 
to set up the original international information system on environment (Infoterra, 
with Maurice Strong at UNEP, 1976); and to establish the first social enterprise for 
sustainable development (Development Alternatives, 1982).

Bimal Patel is a practising architect, urban designer and urban planner. He is 
President of CEPT University; leads HCP, an architecture, planning and project 
management firm and; founded Environmental Planning Collaborative, a planning 
research and advocacy organisation. He is interested in land use planning and 
urban planning history. 

D. Narasimha Reddy is currently an ICSSR National Fellow and a Visiting Professor 
at the Institute for Human Development (IHD), New Delhi. He retired as Professor 
of Economics and Dean, School of Social Sciences, University of Hyderabad. The 
areas of his specialisation include science policy studies, the political economy 
of development, and labour economics. He was also a member of the Farmers’ 
Welfare Commission set up by the Andhra Pradesh government to examine the 
issue of farmers’ suicides and the agriculture crisis in the country.

Darshini Mahadevia is Professor and Dean of Faculty of Planning, CEPT University, 
and has with over 20 years of teaching experience and a record in illustrious research 
and publication. After completing her Bachelors degree in Architecture and Masters 
in Urban and Regional Planning, she completed her PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU), New Delhi. She was a visiting fellow at the University of California, 
Los Angeles, and McGill University. She has collaborated for research with many 
national and international academic institutions/universities in India, China and Europe. 
She specialises in research on urban development policies, including housing policy, 
urban poverty, and human and gender development. In particular, her research is 
focused on the issues of inclusive urban planning, housing, and inclusive transport. 

Biographies of Speakers/Presenters and other Resource Persons



102

International Conference on Sustainable and Inclusive Urban Development in India

Her latest publication is entitled, Handbook of Urban Inequalities, which has been co-
authored by Sandip Sarkar, and published by the Oxford University Press (OUP). In 
2009, she was instrumental in the setting up of the Centre for Urban Equity at CEPT 
University, Ahmedabad, which she headed till March 2013.

Durga Shankar Mishra belongs to 1984 batch of Indian Administrative Service 
(IAS) from Uttar Pradesh cadre.  He is currently working as Additional Secretary 
in the Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India, New Delhi. He 
has served in various assignments in Union and State Governments.  He has 
worked as Director (Personnel) and Joint Secretary (Foreigners) in the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, Chief Vigilance Officer, Airports Authority of India, and Joint 
Secretary in the Ministry of Mines in Government of India.  His significant 
assignments in the State Government of Uttar Pradesh have been Principal 
Secretary to the Chief Minister, Principal Secretary, Urban Development, Tax & 
Registration and Civil Aviation departments, Secretary, Medical & Health-cum-
Project Director, World Bank funded UP Health System Development Project, 
Collector & District Magistrate of Agra and Sonbhadra districts, Vice Chairman 
of Kanpur Development Authority and Special Secretary, Tourism, Sports and 
Civil Aviation. Mr. Mishra is B. Tech. in Electrical Engineering from Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT), Kanpur.  He obtained the degrees of MBA (International 
Business) from University of Western Sydney (UWS) Macarthur, Australia, 
Post Graduate Diploma in Human Resource Management from All-India 
Management Association (AIMA), New Delhi and Post Graduate Diploma in 
Democratization, Governance and Public Policy from Institute of Social Studies 
(ISS), The Hague, The Netherlands.  He has shown keen interest in promoting 
good governance in the Government.  He has published various papers on 
the subjects related to governance, public administration and development 
administration in national/international journals and books. He has participated in 
national/international conferences/ seminars/ workshops/ training programmes 
and delivered lectures in various training institutes/universities.  He was a visiting 
faculty in the University of Guelph, Canada in the Fall Semester of 2006. Mr.  
Mishra is committed to good governance in the public administration.  He is 
fond of trekking, sports and reading.

Gopal Krishan is Professor Emeritus, Panjab University, Chandigarh and National 
Fellow, ICSSR, New Delhi. He has been Senior Professor and Principal Advisor 
at the CRRID , Chandigarh and Professor of Regional Planning at the National 
Institute of Urban Affairs, New Delhi . He was conferred the degree of Doctor of 
Science (Honoris Causa) by the University of Pecs, Hungary. 

Hariharan Ramachandran was Professor in the Department of Geography, 
University of Delhi (2005-12), is awarded the National Fellowship of the ICSSR, 
for pursuing research in an area of social science. He has earlier been Director, 
Institute of Applied Manpower Research, Planning Commission (2000-2005), 
and Executive Director, National Research and Resource Centre, LBS National 
Academy of Administration, Mussoorie (1997-2000). He has authored / 
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edited eight books and over 50 articles in national and international journals. 
He specializes in Urban / Regional Development, Quantitative Methods and 
Programme Evaluation. He has travelled across thirty countries relating to his 
professional activities.

Indro Ray is a research fellow at ICRIER, New Delhi. His work looks at urban 
service delivery in the face of climate risks, and regional economic and urban 
growth trajectories. Indro was also the technical lead for the spatial analysis of 
rural prioritization in telecommunication. His research underpinnings on urban 
issues and climate change adaptation has been highlighted through his multiple 
publications and conference presentations. He has a Bachelors degree in Physical 
Planning from the School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi, and a masters 
and doctorate in Urban Planning from Arizona State University, USA. 

Keshav Varma is Managing Director and CEO, Cities International and Former 
Sector Director of East Asia Urban Development and Disaster Management and 
Head of Global Urban Programs for capacity building, knowledge, leadership, 
innovation and training. Mr. Varma is part of important think tanks in urban policy 
and well networked with important universities such as Harvard, MIT, Duke where 
he teaches urban practice. He is also the Founding President of the International 
City Managers Association of India and the Founding Director of Global Tiger 
Initiative (GTI), World Bank. He has also served as Senior International Advisor, 
Global Snow Leopard And Ecosystems Protection (GSLEP) Program sponsored by 
the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic. Mr. Varma has guided and coordinated 
the formulation and development of projects with the World Bank, GEF and other 
IFIs, raising funds  for and  implementing the incremental demands under the 
GTRP.  He is now involved with effective implementation of the projects to ensure 
impact in the front lines of tiger and snow leopard conservation.

Lopamudra Ray Saraswati is currently working as a Program Officer in Population 
Council, New Delhi. She has done her M.Phil. from International Institute for 
Population Sciences, Mumbai and is pursuing her Ph.D. from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, Delhi. Areas of her research interest include migration, urbanization, 
public health etc.

Manish Kumar is a Senior Institution Economist and Country Coordinator of Water 
and Sanitation Program, The World Bank. He is one of the Task Team Leaders of 
planned Bank support to Swachh Bharat Abhiyan – Gramin, preparing a USD 1.5 
billion project for the Government of India. Prior to joining the Bank, he served for 
20 years in the Indian Administrative Service (1991 batch), working for Government 
of Tripura and held many positions including District Magistrate, West Tripura 
District,  Secretary to Chief Minister and Secretary, Home and Power Departments. 
He holds a PhD from The George Washington University, USA, on Institutional and 
Regulatory Economics of Public Private Partnerships and a Master degree in Public 
Administration from JFK School of Government, Harvard University, USA, where 
he was a Mason Fellow.
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Marie Hélène Zérah is a Ph.D. holder in Urban Studies from the Paris Institute of Urban 
Studies and a Senior Researcher with the Institute of Research for Development 
(Paris). She was the head of the urban dynamics research team in the Centre de 
Sciences Humaines of New Delhi between 2009 and 2013. She previously worked 
with the Water and Sanitation Program of the World Bank and the Suez Group. 
She was also involved in projects and consultancy for a number of organisations, 
including the European Union. She has worked extensively in the areas of urban 
infrastructure, urban governance, and urban democracy in Indian cities. Her recent 
research interests are focused on the role of small towns in the urbanisation process 
and the question of urban energy governance. She has published a book on the 
question of water access in Delhi and recently co-edited a book titled Right to the 
City in India. She is part of the editorial board of Geoforum. She is the Series Editor 
of Exploring Urban Change in South Asia with Springer.

Medithi Ravi Kanth, IAS has been the Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) 
of Housing and Urban Development Corporation Limited (HUDCO) since April, 
2014. Prior to this, he was CMD of Projects and Development India Limited (PDIL) 
on an ‘absorption basis’, and as an IAS officer of the 1986 batch in Kerala cadre, 
Dr. M. Ravi Kanth was Principal Secretary to Government of Kerala and Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Power, Government of India, New Delhi. Dr. M. Ravi Kanth is 
M.A. (Economics) and Ph.D. (Agri-Exports) from Andhra University, L.L.B from Delhi 
University, and MBA (Finance) from Melbourne, Australia. 

Dr. Ravi Kanth has served in various positions in the Government of India, viz. 
Dy. Chief Executive, Nuclear Fuel Complex, Department of Atomic Energy, 
Hyderabad; Private Secretary to MOS in Finance and Company Affairs; MOS (i/c) 
Labour and Urban Development; Director, APEDA in Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, and Chairman and Managing Director, National Handicapped Finance 
and Development Corporation in Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

Nitin Desai is a graduate of the London School of Economics (LSE), and has taught 
economics at two UK Universities. He has had a long stint as a government official 
in India, in the Planning Commission (1973-88), and as the Chief Economic Adviser 
in the Ministry of Finance (1988-90). Subsequently, he served in the UN (1990-2003), 
where as Under-Secretary General for Economic and Social Affairs, his major work 
entailed the organisation of a series of global summits, notably the Rio Earth Summit 
(1992); the Copenhagen Social Development Summit (1995); the Monterrey Finance 
and Development Summit (2002); and the Johannesburg Sustainable Development 
Summit (2002). He is also a member of the Prime Minister’s Council on Climate 
Change and the National Broadcasting Standards Authority, and of the Executive 
Council of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, and the chair of the Governing 
Board of the Institute of Economic Growth He also writes a monthly column in the 
Business Standard.

Om Prakash Mathur, currently with the Institute of Social Sciences, New Delhi, is 
one of India’s most distinguished urban researchers. He was previously Director, 
National Institute of Urban Affairs, New Delhi and has held positions with the National 
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Institute of Public Finance and Policy, the Planning Commission, Government of 
India, United Nations Centre for Regional Development, Nagoya, Japan and the 
Government of Iran. Recently he was a member of the Prime Minister’s National 
Review Committee on Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission, the 
JNNURM Technical Advisory Group, the High-Powered Expert Committee on 
Urban Infrastructure Investment Requirements and the Advisory Group of Experts 
on Decentralization (AGRED), of UN-Habitat. He serves on the editorial board of 
many important journals and has numerous publications.

Partha Mukhopadhyay has been senior fellow at CPR since 2006. Before joining 
CPR, he was part of the founding team at Infrastructure Development Finance 
Company (IDFC), focusing on private participation in infrastructure. He has also 
been with EXIM Bank of India, as the first Director of their Eximius Learning Centre 
in Bangalore, and with the World Bank, in what then was the Trade Policy Division 
in Washington. He has taught at IIM, Ahmedabad, XLRI, Jamshedpur and at School 
of Planning and Architecture in Delhi and has been associated with a number of 
government committees. Currently, he is a member of the High Level Railway 
Restructuring Committee, a Technical Advisory Committee of the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation and the Scientific Advisory Council of 
LIRNEasia, Colombo. His research interests are in urbanisation, infrastructure, and 
the development paths of India and China. He received his PhD in economics from 
New York University and an MA and MPhil from the Delhi School of Economics.

Pradeep Singh has over 35 years of work experience in government, non-
government and private sector organisations, and in academia. Since August 2013, 
Pradeep Singh has been the CEO of the Mohali Campus and the Deputy Dean 
of the Indian School of Business (ISB), an institute established in partnership with 
The Kellogg School of Management, The Wharton School, and London Business 
School. He is responsible for operationalising the recently launched four Institutes 
at ISB, dedicated respectively to Infrastructure, Manufacturing, Healthcare, and 
Public Policy. The Infrastructure and Manufacturing Institutes are being established 
in collaboration with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), the 
Healthcare Institute in collaboration with the Wharton School, and the Public 
Policy Institute in partnership with the Fletcher School of International Diplomacy. 
Earlier, Pradeep Singh served as the Vice Chairman and CEO of IDFC Projects 
Ltd., and was the founding CEO of IL&FS Infrastructure Development Corporation 
(IIDC). He oversaw the development of infrastructure projects in Public–Private 
Partnership (PPP) formats in collaboration with State and Central Governments in 
various sectors including roads, ports, airports, water supply and sewage systems, 
e-governance, industrial parks and tourism. He has worked in the commercialised 
infrastructure sector and in the field for 16 years. From 1978 to 1995, Pradeep 
Singh was a member of the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) and later also 
served as the Assistant Country Director at CARE India, an international NGO. 
He has been a visiting faculty member at the Kennedy School of Government, 
Harvard University, and has been engaged in consulting for the World Bank and 
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the ADB. He holds a Masters Degree in Public Administration (MPA) from Harvard 
University and was a Rotary International Graduate Fellow at Stanford University, 
USA. He also holds MBA and M.Sc (Physics) degrees from Punjab and Punjabi 
University, respectively. 

R. Parthasarathy, Director, Gujarat Institute of Development Research (GIDR), 
Ahmedabad, has a PhD in Economics from the ISEC, Bangalore. He has teaching and 
research interests. He teaches Natural Resources Management and Environmental 
Economics to Post-graduate students, besides guiding dissertations. He works on 
a nested framework to understand the dimensions and implications of diverse 
issues like land use, food security, climate change, human vulnerabilities, and natural 
disasters. He has been a Shastri Faculty Research Fellow at the University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver, and a Visiting Scholar at the University of California, Berkeley, 
under a World Bank-aided Post-doctoral research fellowship. He has co-authored 
and co-edited several books and has published extensively.

Rajiv Lall is the Executive Chairman of IDFC. He has about three decades of 
experience with leading global investment banks, multilateral agencies, and in 
academia. His areas of expertise include project finance, private equity/venture 
capital, international capital markets, trade, infrastructure, and macroeconomic 
policy issues with a focus on emerging markets, including India and China in 
particular. He currently chairs the National Committee on Infrastructure Financing 
of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). He is also a member of the Managing 
Committee of ASSOCHAM; the CII National Council on Financial Sector 
Development, and the CII National Committee on Banking; and is a member of 
the City of London’s Advisory Council on India. He was the President of Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and has chaired the Global Agenda Council 
on Infrastructure of the World Economic Forum. Dr. Lall was India’s representative 
to the G20 Workgroup on Infrastructure and was also a member of the Planning 
Commission’s Steering Committee on Urban Development Management; the 
Prime Minister’s Committees on Infrastructure Finance and Transport Sector 
Development; Expert Group on Modernisation of Indian Railways of Ministry of 
Railways Government of India; and the Reserve Bank of India’s Committee on 
NBFCs. Dr. Lall has a number of publications and articles to his credit. He has been 
a regular columnist with the Business Standard. He has a Ph.D. in Economics from 
Columbia University.

Sameer Sharma is the Joint Secretary (Smart Cities) in Ministry of Urban 
Development, Government of India. He was also served as the Managing Director 
in India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) for a period of five years.
Prior to this Sameer Sharma has served the Government of Andhra Pradesh’s , 
Municipal Administration and Urban Development department in the capacity of 
Principal Secretary.  He has a Ph.D. in Urban Development from the University 
of Cincinnati. This 1985 batch IAS officer of the Andhra Pradesh cadre, took 
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over the office of the Municipal Commissioner of Greater Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation in 2009 and used the opportunity to blend his prior experiences 
as a Municipal Commissioner with the theories he came across in his doctoral 
program, to initiate a variety of unique and innovative programs in Hyderabad, 
using technology innovations.

Sanjay Prasad is Principal Secretary, Department of Labour and Employment, 
Government of Gujarat. A 1986 batch IAS bureaucrat, also served as principal 
secretary, social justice and empowerment in Gujarat government. He worked as 
counsellor coordination under the Union ministry of defence at the Indian Embassy 
in Moscow. She has been appointed as joint secretary, Union ministry of textiles.

Sanjay Srivastava is Professor of Sociology at Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). 
His publications include Constructing Postcolonial India. National Character and the 
Doon School (1998), Asia. Cultural Politics in the Global Age’(2001, co-author), Sexual 
Sites, Seminal Attitudes. Sexualities, Masculinities and Culture in South Asia (2004, 
contributing editor), Passionate Modernity. Sexuality, Class and Consumption in 
India (2007), and Sexuality Studies (2013, contributing editor). Most recently, he has 
published Entangled Urbanism. Slum, Gated Community and Shopping Mall in Delhi 
and Gurgaon (2015). He is co-editor of the journal Contributions to Indian Sociology. 

Sanjeev Kumar Lohia belongs to the prestigious Indian Railways Service of 
Engineers (IRSE) and has over 25 years of experience in the transport sector 
especially in urban and rail-based transportation systems.While on deputation to 
Ministry of Urban Development from Dec 2005 till Nov 2013 as a Director and 
then Officer on Special Duty (Urban Transport) and Ex-officio Joint Secretary, 
Lohia was instrumental in evolving a National Urban Transport Policy (NUTP). He 
has led and drafted urban transport specific task force reports for the 11th and 
12th National Five-year Plans. Lohia was also instrumental in operationalisation of 
the NUTP through a program (Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission) 
based financing mechanism for urban transport priorities for cities in India- a first 
time initiative on such a large scale, scaling up rail-based public transport systems, 
transforming the bus transport scene in the country.

Besides being in public service, Lohia is also a guest faculty at IIM Ahmedabad and 
School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi. He is a National Talent Search 
scholar and merit-cum-means scholar from IIT Delhi) and holds an M Tech in 
Systems & Management equivalent to MBA and a Bachelor’s Degree (B Tech) in 
Civil Engineering.

Sarthi Acharya, formerly Chief Technical Advisor with the UNDP in Southeast 
Asia, has been associated with international development since the last 15 years. 
He was earlier director at the Institute and Development Studies, Jaipur and 
professor and deputy director at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. He 
has written extensively on human development, planning,rural development, and 
labour markets. 
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Sheela Patel is the founder and Director of Society for Promotion of Area Resource 
Centres (SPARC), an NGO established in 1984 to address the problems of women 
pavement dwellers in Mumbai. She was a key figure in the building up of Mahila 
Milan, a decentralized network of collectives of women living on pavements and 
in slums in different parts of India, that brings women together around savings 
and credit activities while augmenting their capacities to interact with the larger 
world of government and formal institutions with regard to secure shelter and 
basic amenities in slums. The alliance of SPARC, Mahila Milan and the National 
Slum Dwellers Federation, another people’s organization, collectively tackles 
urban poverty by strengthening grassroots groups of the poor themselves. Under 
Patel’s leadership, SPARC has catalyzed the construction of housing for over 8,500 
families and over 500,000 toilets and latrines, with programs in 70 cities in India.

Patel is also the Chair of Slum/Shack Dwellers International (SDI), an international 
network of poor people’s organizations and the NGOs that support them, which 
emerged from the Indian experience and is now active in several countries in 
Asia and Africa. In September 2009, she received the prestigious 2009 David 
Rockefeller Bridging Leadership Award from the Synergos Institute in New York 
in recognition of her efforts to ameliorate urban poverty.

Shruti Gonsalves has completed her Bachelor of Science in Electronics from South 
Gujarat University, L.L.B, and Master in Business administration with specialization 
in marketing and finance. She is the Chief Executive Officer at  Sewa Grih Rin 
Limited.she has worked as the project director at SEWA Bharat, general manager 
at Gujarat Livelihood Promotion Company and head of operations at Friends of 
Women’s World  Banking Ahmedabad, India. She also served as the manager of 
Gujarat State Financial Corporation.

Sindhushree Khullar joined the Indian Administrative Service in 1975. She has 
40 years of administrative experience in various capacities in Government of 
India. She is the first CEO of NITI Aayog.She holds Masters’ degrees in Public 
Administration from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University 
(1991), Development Economics from Boston University (1985) and Sociology from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (1974). She was also a Fellow at the Asian Institute 
of Management, Manila, Philippines between 1995-1999. Prior to this, she was 
Secretary in the erstwhile Planning Commission, Ministry of Youth Affairs & 
Sports, Special Secretary, Ministry of Finance (Department of Economic Affairs) 
and Chairperson, New Delhi Municipal Council, Government of National Capital 
Territory (NCT) of Delhi. As Secretary Youth Affairs and Sports, she successfully 
steered the prestigious 2010 Commonwealth Games held in Delhi.

Sujata Patel teaches sociology at the University of Hyderabad. Her research work 
has been influenced by a historical sensibility and a combination of four perspectives, 
viz., Marxism, feminism, spatial studies, and post structuralism/post colonialism.  Her 
work covers diverse areas such as modernity and social theory, history of sociology/
social sciences, city formation, social movements, gender construction, reservation, 
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quota politics, and caste and class formations in India. She is also an active interlocutor 
of teaching and learning practices, and has written on the challenges that organise 
its reconstitution within classrooms and University structures. She is the author 
of more than sixty papers and is the Series Editor of Sage Studies in International 
Sociology (including Current Sociology Monographs (Sage, London); Oxford India 
Studies in Contemporary Society (Oxford, India); and Cities and the Urban Imperative 
(Routledge, India). She is also the author of The Making of Industrial Relations (OUP, 
1997); editor of The ISA Handbook of Diverse Sociological Traditions, Sage, London 
(2010) and Doing Sociology in India, Genealogies, Locations and Practices, Oxford, 
Delhi (2011) as also the co-editor of five books, including Bombay: Metaphor of 
Modern India (OUP, 1995); Bombay: Mosaic of Modern Culture (OUP, 1995); Bombay 
and Mumbai: The City in Transition (OUP, 2003); Thinking Social Science in India (Sage, 
2002); and Urban Studies (OUP, 2006). She has been associated in various capacities 
with the International Sociological Association and was its first Vice President for 
National Associations (2002-2006).  

S.S. Gill is the director general of Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial 
Development, Chandigarh. Earlier, he was a professor of Economics at the 
Department of Economics, Punjabi University, Patiala. He received the Pride-in-
Medway for community work and Hind Rattan Award. He is also a renowned 
economist and a trained legal worker. He has contributed significantly to areas 
such as agriculture, rural development and political economy.

Tikender Singh Panwar is the deputy mayor of Shimla and a commoner. Elected 
in 2012, he is affiliated with the Communist Party (Marxist). Apart from his active 
role in politics he has taken part in discussions about sustainable urbanisation for 
the UN ECOSOC, and the topic of resilient cities for ICLEI.

T.C.A. Anant is the Chief Statistician of India and Secretary, Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implementation, Government of India. He has served as 
a Professor of Economics at the Delhi School of Economics and as Member 
Secretary of the Indian Council of Social Science Research. He has obtained his 
Ph.D from Cornell University and Masters in Economics from the Delhi School 
of Economics, University of Delhi. He has served as a Member of a number 
of Expert Committees constituted by various Ministries of the Government of 
India, R.B.I. and the Competition Commission of India. He has also served as 
academic counsel and been on the boards of a number of universities including 
the North-Eastern Hill University; National Law University, Jodhpur; and Banaras 
Hindu University (BHU), among others. He has extensively published works in 
various fields of economics covering econometric law and labour economics. His 
published works have appeared in a number of international and national journals 
as well as books published by leading academic presses.

Tripurari Sharan is the Principal Secretary of the Department of  Industry in the 
Government of  Bihar. He was the Director General of Doordarshan for three 
years. A 1985 batch IAS officer of the Bihar cadre, he has been the secretary and 
additional secretary in consumer affairs, food and public distribution, food and 
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civil supplies and managing director, Bihar State Finance Corporation. He has also 
served as director, Film and Television Institute of India, Pune.

T.S. Papola is Honorary Professor at the Institute for Studies in Industrial Development, 
New Delhi, and Chairman, Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow. He is 
a leading economist of India and has taught at the universities of Lucknow and 
Bombay in India, and Cambridge in UK, as also at the Indian Institute of Management, 
Ahmedabad. He has also worked with the Planning Commission as a Senior Adviser 
on Labour and Employment, and as a Division Head at the International Centre for 
Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Kathmandu. Specialising in the areas of 
labour, employment, development planning, and regional and industrial development, 
he has over 20 books and monographs and more than 100 papers in Indian and 
international journals to his credit. He has also worked on advisory and consultative 
assignments with international organisations such as ILO, UNDP, UNIDO, UNCTAD, 
UNICEF and ADB. He was President of the Indian Society of Labour Economics (ISLE) 
for several years and of the Indian Economic Association in 2004-05.

Uday Sahay, a voluntarily retired IPS officer, has emerged as one of the foremost 
communication professionals in India today. He is the communication adviser to 
organizations including ONGC, UDAI, DIMTS, IGTM University and IHD among 
others. He has the credit of editing the book titled Making News which is one 
of the best sellers on media published by Oxford University Press. He has edited 
three coffee table books on Delhi, Arunachal Pradesh and Renewable energy. 
As a photographer he has held photo-exhibitions in India and abroad.  A master 
in Sociology from Delhi School of Economics, Sahay is pursuing his doctoral 
research in media and advertising from Jawaharlal University, Delhi.

Véronique Dupont is a senior research fellow in urban studies at the Institute of 
Research for Development (IRD), France, in the the Centre for Social Sciences 
Studies on Africa, America and Asia (CESSMA) research unit in Paris.  She is 
presently the joint director of CESSMA. She is also a senior visiting fellow at the 
Centre for Policy Research in Delhi. 

V. Srinivas Chary is the Director, Centre for Energy, Environment, Urban Governance 
and Infrastructure Development at ASCI. He specializes in governance, institutional 
reforms and capacity building for improvements in urban service delivery. He has 
over 22 years of professional experience in the areas of urban infrastructure and 
service delivery, urban sanitation, PPP, pro poor strategies etc. An engineer, urban 
planner and management professional by training, Prof. Chary, prior to joining 
ASCI, was a Senior Faculty at the Environment Protection Training and Research 
Institute (EPTRI), Hyderabad and at Tata Energy Research Institute (TERI), New Delhi. 
He was professionally affiliated to the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
University of Bradford, UK, University of Manchester, UK, and Water Engineering 
Development Centre, UK. He is a Chevening fellow. Prof Chary has lead over 150 
advisory, consulting and research assignments both in India and South Asia. As a 
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member of the urban sanitation taskforce of the MoUD, he played a catalytic role 
in the formulation of the National Urban Sanitation Policy of the Government of 
India. Prof Chary leads the Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Urban Development at 
ASCI instituted by the Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India. He 
has published extensively in national and international professional journals and 
presented over hundred papers as invited speakers in conferences.   

Yoginder K. Alagh is the Chancellor of the Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar. 
He is a noted Indian economist and a former Union Minister of the Government 
of India. He was the Chairman of Institute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA) 
from 2006 to 2012. He was elected to Rajya Sabha from Gujarat in November 
1996 and continue till April 2000.From 1996 to 1998, he was a Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Planning and Programme Implementation, Science and 
Technology and Power for Government of India. He headed various institutions 
and Commissions and acted as expert with a number of UN organisations. He was 
also the Member of Planning Commission, Govt. of India. He holds a doctorate in 
Economics from the University of Pennsylvania, USA. He has been awarded the V 
K R V Rao Prizes in Social Science Research in 1981 in Economics.
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