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Brief Resume 
  

Professor K. Seeta Prabhu, M.A. PhD 

 
Prof. K. Seeta Prabhu, M.A Ph.D, a leading exponent of the human development approach and 
Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs), has over 40 years of experience in academia and 
development practice.  
 
Currently, Seeta is Visiting Professor and Senior Advisor (SDGs) at the Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (TISS), Mumbai, in which capacity she is supporting a TISS-UN-Government of 
Maharashtra project on Localising SDGs at the sub-district level in 27 backward talukas of 
Maharashtra. She is also Visiting Faculty at the Indian School for Development Management 
(ISDM), Member of the Editorial team for the Journal of Human Development, Member of 
the Governing board of the Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow, and Advisor to 
Habitat Forum, INHAF. She is Co-Chair for the Task Force 3 – ‘LiFE, Resilience and Values 
for Wellbeing’ of the India Think 20 initiative as part of India’s G20 presidency. 
 
August 2013- August 2019: Seeta was Tata Chair Professor at the Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences, Mumbai and Programme Director of the Prime Minister’s Rural Development 
Fellows (PMRDF) Scheme of the Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India (2015-
2017). 
 

• As Director of the PMRDF programme, she monitored the implementation of rural 
development programmes in 111 remote conflict affected districts in which the over 300 
Fellows were placed. She supervised the teaching of the two years Masters Programme 
on Development Practice and the preparation of over 120 Master’s dissertations. The 
experiences of the Fellows were also documented in two volumes Making Development 
Happen: Transformational Change in Rural India Volumes I and II, co-edited with Prof. 
S. Parasuraman (2021, 2020) and published by Orient Blackswan and Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences.  

 

• As Tata Chair Professor, she co-authored with Sandhya Iyer a book Human Development 
in an Unequal World, published by Oxford University Press in 2019 that provides a 
comprehensive analysis of the human development approach and its applications in public 
policy. The book is currently used as an important resource for teaching human development 
in Universities in India and abroad.  

 
November 2000 - March 2013: Seeta was Head of the Human Development Resource 

Centre, United Nations Development Programme, New Delhi.  
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• At the national level, she spearheaded the globally acclaimed initiative supporting along with 
the national Planning Commission and provincial governments, the preparation of 26 
provincial Human Development Reports and over 80 district level reports and their 
implementation in policy. Two of the sub-national HDRs were awarded the prestigious 
National Human Development Report awards   
 

o 2004 - West Bengal HDR for Excellence in Quality of Analysis and  
o 2007 - Chhattisgarh HDR for Excellence in Participatory Processes  

 

• At the regional level, rendered technical and advisory services on human development to 

national governments of Afghanistan, Indonesia and Mongolia and conducted training 

on human development to university teachers and government officers. A key resource person 

for regional trainings on human development for the Asia Pacific region.  

• At the global level, Seeta has been a resource person on human development teaching and 

training for UNDP staff and successfully led the development of an online course on human 

development in collaboration with the Human Development Report Office and the Learning 

Resource Centre, UNDP. She provided support to the design and also delivered sessions 

on human development at training courses organised by the Human Development 

Report Office and Human Development and Capability Association (HDCA) at the 

University of Oxford.  

• Seeta also made substantive contribution to the teaching of human development at the 

University level in India and abroad. She has been a Consultant to international organizations 

such as the ILO, Reserve Bank of India, DFID, and Senior Advisor and Governing Board 

member of several organizations including the Indian Council for Social Science Research, 

Institute for Livelihood and Training, BASIX group.   

December 1979 to October 2000, Seeta was a faculty member at the Department of Economics, 
University of Mumbai and also Professor of Development Economics teaching Development 
Economics and Economics of Social Infrastructure to graduate students. 
 

Select Publications 

 
Books:  
 
Prabhu, K.S., & S. Parasuraman (Eds), 2021, Making Development Happen: Transformational Change in 
Rural India Vol. II, Orient Blackswan and Tata Institute of Social Sciences  
 
Prabhu, K.S., & S. Parasuraman (Eds), 2020, Making Development Happen: Transformational Change in 
Rural India Vol. I, Orient Blackswan and Tata Institute of Social Sciences  
 
Prabhu K.S and Sandhya S. Iyer, 2020, Human Development in an Unequal World, Oxford University 
Press, New Delhi 
 
Prabhu K. S and Ritu Dewan (eds), 2009, Gender and Macroeconomics, 2009, Zubaan publications, 

New Delhi 

Prabhu, K.S and R. Sudarshan, 2002, Reforming India’s Social Sector: Poverty, Nutrition, Health and 

Education, 2002, Social Science Press, New Delhi  

https://orientblackswan.com/details?id=9789354421273
https://orientblackswan.com/details?id=9789354421273
https://orientblackswan.com/details?id=9789352879311
https://orientblackswan.com/details?id=9789352879311
https://india.oup.com/product/human-development-in-an-unequal-world-9780199490240
https://zubaanbooks.com/shop/macroeconomics-and-gender/
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Prabhu, K.S, 2001, Economic Reform and Social Sector Development: A Study of Two Indian States, Sage 

Publications, New Delhi 

Research Papers:  
 

• Prabhu, K.S, Ananya Chakraborty, Mrutanjaya Sahu, Sagar Wadkar and Toral Gala, 

‘Development Pathways in Conflict Regions: The Prime Minister’s Rural Development 

Fellows (PMRDF) in India, Indian Journal of Social Work (under review)  

• Prabhu, K. S., Parasuraman, S., & Chakraborty, A. 2021, ‘Catalysing Development in India's 

Hinterland’. In Prabhu, K.S., & Parasuraman, S. (Eds), India’ in Making Development India’ in 

Making Development Happen: Transformational Change in Rural India Vol. II. Hyderabad: Orient 

Blackswan  

• ‘Economic Growth and Integrated Poverty Index: An Estimate Using Macro-level 

Aggregates at 

Subnational Levels in India’, 2017, jointly with Sandhya S. Iyer, Indian Journal of Human 

Development, Sage publications, Vol 11(3), pp 1–24 

• ‘Inequality adjusted Human Development Index: States in India’, Indian Journal of Human 

Development,  2016, Sage Publications, Vol 10 (2), pp 1-19 

• ‘Human Development: Changing Interpretations and Implications’, Indian Economic Journal, 

Centenary volume, XCVI (283), 2016, pp. 269-82 

• ‘Equity and Sustainability: Conceptual Confusion and Muddled Pathways’, Indian Journal of 

Human Development, 2013, Vol 7(2), pp245-55 

• ‘Restructuring Development to Address the Global Financial Crisis: Lessons from India’, 

2012, jointly with Indira Hirway in Peter Utting, Shahra Razvi and Rebecca Vargese 

Buchholz (ed), The Global Crisis and Transformative Social Change, Palgrave, London 

• Inequality adjusted Human Development Index for India’s States, 2011, jointly with M.H. 

Suryanarayana and Ankush Agarwal, UNDP Discussion Paper, New Delhi 

• Conditional Cash Transfers for Alleviating Human Poverty: Relevance for India, 2009, UNDP Discussion 

Paper, New Delhi 

• ‘Impact of Financial Crisis on India’s March Towards the MDGs’, 2009, in Global Financial 

Crisis: Impact on India’s Poor, UNDP, New Delhi 

• ‘Impact of CBHI Schemes on Access to Health Care: Evidence from India’,2008, Indian Journal 

of Human Development, vol 2(2), pp.435-448, jointly with K.S. James and others 

• ‘Social Statistics for NHDRs and MDGRs’, 2006, Journal of Human Development, Oxford 

University Press,   vol 7 

• Socio-Economic Security in the Context of Pervasive Poverty: A Case Study of India, 2001, International 

Labour Organization, Geneva 

• ‘Impact of CBHI Schemes on Access to Health Care: Evidence from India’, 2008, Indian Journal 

of Human Development, Vol 2(2), pp.435-448, jointly with K.S. James and others 

•  ‘Social Statistics for NHDRs and MDGRs’, 2006, Journal of Human Development, Oxford 

University Press,   vol 7 

• Socio-Economic Security in the Context of Pervasive Poverty: A Case Study of India, 2001, International 

Labour Organisation, Geneva 

• Public Provision of Social Security: The Challenge in South Asia’ 2001, South Asia Economic 

Journal, 2001, Vol 2(1), pp 31-66,  jointly with Sandhya V. Iyer 
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• Union Budget 2001-2002: A Quick Look Through a Gender Lens’, 2001, Economic and Political 

Weekly, April 7, 2001, jointly with Kalyani Menon-Sen 

• ‘Financing Human Development in Indian States: Trends and implications’, 2001, The Asian 

Economic Review, vol 43 (1), pp 36-61 

• ‘Educational Attainment in Kerala and Maharashtra: A Comparative Perspective’, jointly with 

Sangita Kamdar, Perspectives in Education, Vol.17, Special Issue, February, 2001, pp.37-56 

• ‘Poverty in Indian States’, Financial Express, Think Tank, 8 August, 2000, p. VII 

• ‘Structural Adjustment and Social Sector Expenditure in Indian States’, in Centre for Women’s 

Studies (ed), Shifting Sands: Womens’ Lives and Globalisation, Stree, Calcutta, 2000, pp. 45-86 

• ‘The Social Sector: Funding Fallacies’ in Financial Express, 4 February, 2000, Think tank, p. VI 

• ‘Social Sectors During Economic Reforms: The Indian Experience’, Oxford Development Studies, 

Vol 27(2), pp187-210 

• ‘Financing Social Security in India: A Human Development Perspective’, jointly with Sandhya. 

V. Iyer, Indian Journal of Labour Economics, 42 (3), July-September, 1999, pp. 519-533 

• ‘Social Sectors in Economic Development’, Journal of Social and Economic Development, 2 (1), 1998, 

p: 268-287 

• ‘Promotional and Protective Social Security during Economic Reforms: A Study of Two 

Indian States’, Review of Development and Change, II (2), 1997, pp. 24-51 

• ‘Economic Growth and Human Development: A Study of South and East Asian Economies’, 

jointly with P.C. Sarker, Indian Journal of Applied Economics, VI (4), 1997, p: 67-94 

• ‘Health Security for Indian Workers’, Indian Journal of Labour Economics, 39 (4), 1996, pp. 937-

958  

• ‘The Impact of Structural Adjustment on Social Sector Expenditure: Evidence from Indian 

States’, in C. H. Hanumantha Rao and Hans Linneman (ed), Economic Reforms and Poverty 

Alleviation in India, Sage, 1996 

• ‘Gender-Related Development Index for Indian States’, 1996, in N. Rao, L. Rurup and R. 

Sudarshan (ed), Sites of Change, Friedrich Ebert Foundation, New Delhi, 1996, pp. 29-45, jointly 

with P.C. Sarker and A. Radha 

• ‘Gender-Related Development Index for Indian States: Methodological Issues’, 1996, Economic 

and Political Weekly, XXXI (43), pp. WS-72-79s jointly with P.C. Sarker and A. Radha 

• ‘Recent Trends in Health Financing in India’, IASSI Quarterly, 14 (1&2), 1995, pp. 43-62, jointly 

with A. Radha 

• ‘Measuring Regional Disparities in Socio- Economic Development: A Correspondence 

Analysis Approach’, jointly with P.C. Sarker, Indian Journal of Applied Economics, 1995, pp. 55-80 

• ‘Structural Adjustment and Financing Elementary Education: The Indian Experience’, Journal 

of Educational Planning and Administration, IX (1), 1995 

• ‘World Development Report, 1993, Structural Adjustment and the Health Sector in India’, 

Social Scientist, 22(9-12), 1994, pp. 89-99 

• ‘Measuring Human Development’, jointly with P.C. Sarker, Journal of Educational Planning and 

Administration, VIII (1), pp. 103-24 

• ‘Union Budget and Structural Adjustment with a Human Face’, Economic and Political Weekly, 

XXIX (16-17), 1994, pp. 1011-28 

• Social Sector Expenditures and Human Development: A Study of Indian States, 1993, jointly with 

Somnath Chatterjee, DRG Study 6, Reserve Bank of India 
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• ‘Economic Growth and Human Development: A Study of South and East Asian Economies’, 

1997,  Indian Journal of Applied Economics, jointly with P.C. Sarker  

•  ‘Regional Dimension in India’s Development: A Correspondence Analysis Approach’, Indian 

Journal of Applied Economics, 1995, Vol 4 (4). Pp 55-79 jointly with P.C.Sarker 

• Social Sector Expenditures and Human Development: A Study of Indian States, 1993, jointly with S. 

Chatterjee, Development Research Group Study No.6, Reserve Bank of India 

• ‘Identification of Levels of Development: Case of Maharashtra’, Economic and Political Weekly, 

XXVII (36), 1992, pp. 1927-37, jointly with P.C. Sarker   

• ‘Alternative Theories of Regional Development’: Implications for Government Policy’, 1991, 

International Journal of Development Planning Literature, VI (3&4), pp.221-229 

• ‘Indian Economic Planning: Need for Rethinking’, in Bhuleshkar (ed) 1990, Economic Dualism 

under Democratic Socialism, Himalaya Publishing House, Mumbai 

• ‘Levels of Development and Migration: Case of South Konkan’, Economic and Political Weekly, 

XXII (50), 1988, pp. 39-42, jointly with K. Sita,  

• ‘Rural Credit: Mystery of Missing Households’ 1988,  Economic and Political Weekly, XXII (50), 

1988, pp. 2642-46, jointly with Avdhoot Nadkarni and C.V. Achutan  

• ‘Crop Insurance: The International Experience’, Economic and Political Weekly, 23 (17), 1988, 

pp.833-36 

• ‘Crop Insurance: Poor Performance in 1985-86’, Economic Times, November 23, 1987 

• ‘Pesticides: Impact on Environment’, The Economic Times, August 8, 1987 

• ‘Crop-Credit Insurance in India: Some Disturbing Features’, Economic and Political Weekly, 21 

(42), 1986, pp.1866-69, jointly with Saroja Ramachandran 

• ‘The Treatment of Pesticides in the Production Function Framework: A Skeptical Note’, Indian 

Journal of Agricultural Economics, XL (2), 1985, pp. 123-139 

 


